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Summary  of  the  January^ 19^7  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 
TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH 


FIRE  PROTECTION 


COOPERATION 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 
RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 
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Continued  rainfall  deficiency 


Page 
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9%   decrease  of  same  month  last  year.  1 
Official  appraisals  of  winter  season 
are  not  favorable 

Mr,  Grimes,  Ornithologist,  Plant     1 
Pathologist  Wester  and  others. 

District  Ranger  Mrazek  transferred    1 
to  Virgin  Islands  National  Park. 
Karl  T.  Gilbert  entered  on  duty 
as  Assistant  Chief  Ranger 

Poisonwood  infection  hospitalized     2 
two  Rangers,  Infection  apparently 
resulted  from  fumes  during  fire 
suppression  duty, 

15,220  acres  burned  in  Park.         k 
Suppression  costs  estimated  at 
fcl0,6l|lu 


n.S.D.A.  started  wild  cotton 
eradication  project 

Work  continues  on  labels  for 
Gumbo  Limbo  Trail.  Alligator- 
Crocodile  Exhibit  nearing  completion. 
Script  for  Everglades  City  self- 
guiding  boat  trip  completed. 

86,216  interpretive  contacts  for 
month.  Ih3  programs  presented. 


2 
Z 


Study  of  Florida  Bay  Keys  for 
proper  protection  wildlife  at 
Flamingo.  Inspection  of  rookeries 
Roseate  spoonbill  nests  broken  up. 
Study  plots  established  in  burned 
pineland  area.  Aerial  count  of  pelicans 
planned. 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  0?  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT *S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

"FOR" 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL^  P.<\RK 
January  2^T 


In  reply  refer  to: 


A2823 


General 

Weather  ^Conditions:  The  weather  for  January  continued  in  the 
same  mild,  dry  trend"  '  tTiat"  ha..'  been  so  prevalent  the  past  several  months* 
Most  stations  in  the  park  recorded  less  precipitation  than  for  December 
and  considerably  less  than  January  1956.  Water  table  readings  at  Taylor 
Slough  gauging  station  continued  to  drop  at  a  steady  rate.  The  reading 
was  0.19  at  the  end  of  the  month.  This  is  the  beginning  of  the  second 
year  of  low  rainfall.  All  tangibles  indicate  that  January  1957  might 
readily  have  been  the  warmest  and  driest  January  on  record  since  the 
establishment  of  the  Park.  Tomato  growers  in  lowland  areas  south  of 
Ingraham  Highway  in  the  Hole-in- the-Donut  were  profiting  by  the  low 
water  table.  This  is  the  first  year  since  the  park  started  that  crops 
have  been  raised  there. 

The  readings  from  stations  were  as  follows; 


:Max.  Temp 

!    91*      ! 

Mean  Max, 

Min,  Temp 

;  "  ian  Min. 

:  Rainfall: 

82.5    i 

!    1*2     i 

52.8 

:  0.09"   : 

':   86     < 

80,2    i 

1*0    : 

!   55o5   i 

0.13"  : 

:'   89 

1   81.3 

\        1*1* 

I   5U.  3 

:  Oc38"  : 

': _02__   \ 

73.0    i 

kl 

' 65,1  I 

0.31"  : 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Florida  Bay  Station 

Decrease^  in  Travel:  Total  visitors  .for  the  month  was  31,392-,  This 
is  a  decrease  of  9%  compared  with  January  1956.  The  decrease  may  be  a 
reflection  of"  general  seasonal  conditions  or  because  of  publicity  that  has 
boon  given  to  the  fact  that  much  of  the  park  is  closed  to  visitors.  At  this 
writing  official  appraisals  of  the  winter  season  in  Florida  are  not  favorable. 
Race  track  statistics,  a  tried  and  true  barometer  indicate  that  the  season  is 
"off"  this  year,  especially  as  to  money  being  spent* 
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Visitors; 

Superintendent  and  Mrs,  Oscar  ¥.  Carlson  of  Mesa  Verda  National 
Park  and  son. 

Flant  Pathologist  Horace  V.  Wester  and  Mrsa  Wester  of  National 
Capital  Parks 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Truslow,  eminent  National  Audubon  Society 
photographer 

Mr.  Sam  Grimes,  Ornithologist  and  head  Respes  Grimes  Publishing 
Company 

District  Park  Ranger  Robert  E.  Howe  of  Blue  Ridge  Parkway 

Admi  ni  s  t  r  ati  on 

Personnel:  District  Ranger  Vincent  J.  Mrasek,  was  transferred  and 
promoted  to  "Chief  "Park  Ranger  of  Virgin  Inlands  National  Park, 

Supervisory  lark  Ranger  Ernst  J.  Borgraan  was  promoted  to  District 
Park  Ranger  and  assigned  to  Tamiarai  District. 

Karl  T.  Gilbert  arrived  to  fill  the  Assistant  Chief  Park  Ranger 
position. 

Frank  W,  Gone  was  transferred  from  the  Protection  Division  as  Fire 
Control  Aid  to  the  Construction  and  Maintenance  Division^ 

Paul  A.  Larson  entered  on  duty  as  Fire  Control  Aid. 

Safety  and  Health:  Rangers  Bise  and  Winte  incurred  serious  cases 
of  poisonwbbd  InTectlon wli'ile  on  fire  suppression.  duty0  Both  required 
hospitalization.  Of  interest  is  the  fact  that  infection  was  incurred  by 
both  men  as  a  result  of  smoke  fumes  from  the  plants  while  fighting  fire  and 
not  as  a  result  of  direct  contact. 

Weekly  Red  Cross  First  Aid  lessons  were  continued. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal  Agencies:  Crews  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture  started  the  wild  cotton 
eradication  program.  In  order  to  facilitate  their  work  these  crews 
strengthened  and  repaired  the  bridges  over  Snake  Bight  Canal  and  Alligator 
Creek.  In  addition,  the  crews  razed  the  old  Brown's  Camp  for  lumber  and  fuel« 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities;  Work  continues  on  new  labels  for  Gumbo 
Limbo  Trail';  the  Alligator-Crocodile  exhibit  is  nearing  completionj  and  with 
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the  script  for  the  Everglades  City  self-guiding  boat  trail  completed,  this 
stake  leaflet  trail  should  be  ready  for  use  soon. 

Interpretive  Services:  The  interpretive  program  swung  into  high 
gear  with  Royal  Palm  Station  Being  manned  from  8  to  5:30  daily,  A  typical 
day  of  live  interpretation  in  the  form  of  scheduled  programs  was  available 
to  park  visitors  from  11:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  with  only  short  time  lapses 
occurring  between.  During  the  month  lii3  separate  programs  were  presented. 
Total  interpretive  contacts  for  the  month  was  86,216. 

Research  and  Observation:  Aerial  reconnaissance  found  Cuthbert 
and  East  River  rookeries  forming  during  the  month.  A  visit  to  Cuthbert 
on  the  29th  disclosed  about  1,000  wood  ibis  and  200  American  egrets  with 
perhaps  one-quarter  of  the  birds  incubating  and  most  of  the  other  carrying 
sticks  to  nests.  Water  levels  in  the  feeding  area  of  the  Cuthbert  and 
East  River  rookeries  remained  high,  perhaps  as  a  result  of  filling  the 
Homestead  Canal,  and  prospects  for  successful  nesting  appear  to  be  fairly 
good. 

Roseate  spoonbill  nesting  areas  on  Low  and  Stake  Keys  in  Florida 
Bay  were  checked  and  found  deserted.  Nesting  had  apparently  been  broken  up 
by  predators,  raccoons  and/or  crows.  Raccoon  signs  were  found  on  Stake  Key 
and  control  measures  may  be  necessary.  The  fate  of  nesting  at  other  smaller 
colonies  in  the  park  is  not  known  at  present, 

Florida  Bay  keys  off  Flamingo  were  inspected  by  the  Park  Biologist 
to  locate  wildlife  concentrations  which  would  require  special  protection 
when  the  Flamingo  area  is  reopened.  Palm,  Murray,  Oyster,  and  Man-0-War 
Keys  were  recommended  to  be  closed  from  December  1  to  April  1  to  protect 
nesting  birds  and  Catfish  and  Dildo  Keys  were  recommended  to  be  permanently 
closed  as  wading  bird  rookery  and  roost  concentrations  active  the  year 
around. 

Several  study  plots  were  established  in  the  area  burned  by  the 
Long  Pine  Key  fire  to  observe  mortality  to  pine  in  heavily  burned  areas. 

Wildlife  observations  of  interest  included  barred  owl  nesting  on 
the  ground  at  7-Mile  Tower  under  the  watchful  eye  of  Fire  Control  Aid 
Johnston;  2  yellow  warblers  on  IIan-0-War  Keyj  and  wild  turkey  on  Long  Pine 
Key.  An  aerial  count  is  planned  for  unusually  larger  wintering  population 
of  white  pelicans  in  the  Cape  Sable  area. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  Park  Rangers  issued  22  court 
citations  this  month  and  a"  total  of  $2h5  in  fines  were  assessed  by  the  U,  S. 
Commissioner  for  these  violations. 
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Eight  and  a  half  miles  of  boundary  wore  posted  along  the  southwest 
side  of  the  "Hole-in- the-Doughnut"  and  west  of  Lucille  and  Palm  Drives. 

Operation  of  the  Entrance  Station  was  maintained  through  the  month. 
Operations  were  difficult  due  to  road  construction  in  the  area. 

Limited  personnel  and  press  of  other  business  sharply  curtailed 
boat  patrols. 


Motor  vehicle 

11,199 

Glades  buggy 

32 

Boat 

1,366 

Airplane 

1,698 

Air  Boat 

0 

Total 

1U,295 

Fire_  Protection;  One  statistical  and  one  nonstatistical  fire 
occurred  during  the" month,  burning  a  total  of  18,37106  acres  of  which  15,220 
acres  were  in  the  Park.  Suppression  costs  of  the  statistical  fire  were 
estimated  at  ?>10,6Iih< 

Lack  of  rainfall,  lowering  of  glades  water  table,  and  high 
temperatures  have  raised  the  Park  fire  danger  to  the  explosive  point.  Fire 
prevention  is  being  stressed  at  all  times  in  an  attempt  to  ward  off  fires  * 
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Design  and_  Construction 

Plane,  Maps  and  Surveys:  Final  inspection  was  made  of  Project 
1A£  on  January^~ahd^rec"ominendcd  for  approval*,  Semi-final  inspection  ;<jas 
made  of  park  road  projects  1A5>  and  1A.6  on  January  18» 

Mr,  Joseph  T.  Clark,  Project  Supervisor,  EODC  arrived  January  2. 

Mr,  J.  Dean  Stout,  Supervisory  lark  Landscape  Architect,  EODC 
made  inspection  of  park  road  construction  January  8-11. 

Mr.  D.  S.  Nutt,  Project  Supervising  Engineer,  EODC  arrived 
January  l)u 

Mr.  F.  W.  Cron,  District  Engineer,  B.P.R.  Gatlinburg,  and 
Mr.  CD.  disler  Regional  Bridge  Engineer,  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,  Washington 
Office  made  inspection  of  park  projects  January  16-18. 

Mr.  Ross  Sweeny  Supervisory  Engineer,  EODC  spent  January  28- 
February  1  inspecting  going  projects  and  consulting  in  technical  review  of 
projects  scheduled  for  the  near  future. 

New  Construction;  Water  Distribution  System,  Flamingo:  7$%   complete 

Steel  Water  Storage  Tank,  Flamingo:  7$%   complete 

Concessioner  Wing,  Public  Service  .building,  Flamingo:  2$%   complete 

Marino  Service  Building,  Flamingo:  99%   complete 

Service  Station,  Flamingo:  9%%   complete 

Power  House,  Flamingo:  Q0%   complete 

Power  System,  Flamingo:  80$  complete 

Park  Road  Projects  1A2-6A1,  Flamingo  to  West  Lake:  90%   complete 

1A5,  West  Lake  to  Nine  Mile  Bond:  100$  complete 

1A6,  Mine  Mile  Bend  to  Concrete  Bridge:  99%   complete 

1A7,  Station  1^0+00  to  Joree  Hammock:  Not  yet  started. 

1AU,UA1,5>A1,£0A1,  East  Park  Boundary  Station  1^0+00,  Parachute  Key 
and  Paradise  Key  Roads:  $h%   complete 
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1A8,  Concrete  Bridge  to  Joree  Hammock  and  Mahogany  Hammock 
Roads:  22%'  complete 

1A3,  Flamingo  Bridge:  $%   complete 


-ft,,     //'v'"'/'/  •■ 

J  Paul  N,  Ho at on 

Acting  Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  February  1957  monthly  Narra tive  Report 

for 
EVERGLADEff  NATIONAL  PARK 


f^wacLi. 


WE  lTHER: 


TRAVEL: 


VISITORS: 


V.'ottest  February  since  estab- 
lishment of  par!:. 

1U8  visitors  less  than  sane 
month  last  year. 

Director  Wlrtfa,  Regional  Director 
Cox  and  Mr.  Stratton  and  others. 
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PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


RESEARCH  AID  OBSERVATION: 


LAI  Db: 


PROTECTION: 


COMPLAINTS 


FIRE  PROTECTION: 

PLANS,  MAPS  AID  SURVEYS: 


First  Aid  and  F.3.I.  Training 

courses  completed.  2 

Contractor's  employee  sustained 
crushed  pelvis  and  other  injuries 
when  run  over  by  a  gravel  spreader.  2 

Park  personnel  cooperated  with 

ether  Federal  and  State  agencies.    2 

Easel -type  Alligator- Crocodile 
wxhibit  installed.  3 

i.02,903  interpretive  contacts 

made  during  this  month.  3 

Salinity  tests  started  for  park 
soils.  Rookeries  failing. 
22  white- crowned  pigeons  found 
wintering  in  pari..  3 

Pretrial  hearings  held  on 

Paradise  Prairie  case.  k 

Defendant  founa  guilty  of  assulting 
Ranger  Winte.  Sentence  to  be 
pronounced  soon.  h 

Restriction  on  launching  of  boats 
at  Coot  Eay  and  exclusion  of 
house  trailers  received  verbal 
complaints.  k 

Two  reportable  fires.  k 

NT-EVE-  2261  completed. 

HP-EVE-  22c0-A  revised.  5 
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NEW  C01I3IRUCTI0Ij: 


Final  inspection  lAo.  Seni- 
final  inspection  LA2  and  6A1. 
Project  1AU  completed  to 
Section  50A1. 
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In  reply  refer  to: 
-t  UNITED  STATES       **323 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR  J 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
February  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Unseasonably  warm,  dry  weather  prevailed 
throughout  the  early  part  of  the  month.  The  final  10  days  brought  relief 
from  the  drought  with  all  stations  recording  precipitation  in  excess  of 
the  normal  month  average.  The  water  table  readings  at  Taylor  Slough  rose 
to  1.56  feet.  This  reading  corresponds  to  .55  feet  for  the  same  month 
last  year.  Taylor  Slough  drainage  south  of  Anhinga  Trail  was  inundated 
to  Seven  Palms  Lake  area  and,  in  the  eastern  "branch"  to  Madeira  Bay 
vicinity. 

Average  park  precipitation  of  3«93"  probably  established  a 
record  as  the  wettest  February  since  the  establishment  of  the  park.  Weathe: 
Bureau  records  show  19^1  as  having  been  the  wettest  February  on  record  with 
5.70"  of  rain  in  this  area. 

Readings  from  stations  were  as  follows: 


:Max.  Temp 

Mean  Max. 

iMin.Temp. 

Mean  Min. 

:  Rainfall: 

:  9h° 

!  02.9°   : 

:   ^5° 

57.1° 

;  3.01"  ; 

:  91° 

03° 

:  k6° 

56.3° 

1  ^.05"  : 

!  320 

'  760 

60° 

67.  h° 

!  U.32"  | 

':  85° 

'  31.6° 

:   51° 

6l.l°  | 

3.73"  : 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Florida  Bay  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Decrease  in  Travel:  A  total  of  31>083  visitors  entered  the 
park.  This  is  a  decrease  of  ikQ   visitors  as  compared  to  the  same  month 
in  1956.  However,  all  states  were  represented  as  were  two  U.  S.  Territories, 
eight  Canadian  provinces,  and  the  following  foreign  countries:  Australia, 
Denmark,  England,  France,  Israel,  Norway,  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Switzerland. 

Road  reconstruction  at  the  Park  Entrance  and  the  publicized 
March  reopening  of  -the  road  are  believed  bo  have  been  the  prime  factors 
in  reducing  the  park  visitation  foi  the  month. 


EVERGLADNES  NATIONAL  PARK  -  Page  One 


( 


s 


Visitors: 

Conrad  L.  Wirth,  Director,  National  Pari',  Service 

Elbert  Cox,  Regional  Director,  Region  One 

Clark  Stratton,  Chief  of  Concessions  Management 

Jackson  E.  Price,  Assistant  Director 

Donald  Lee,  Chief  of  Lands 

John  Doerr,  Chief  ITaturalist 

Albert  Ayers,  Park  Ranger,  Lake  Mead  National  Recreational  Area 

Edmund  Bucknell,  Park  Ranger,  Blue  Ridge  Parkway 

Ralph  Luttrell,  Department  of  Justice,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Sa:..uel  Broadbent,  Chief,  Cori„orco  and  Finance,  Bureau  of  die  Budget 
A.  Pilliod,  District  Director,  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
E.  A.  Lough  tan  Assistant  Commissioner,  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
J.  Savorctti,  Miami  District  Director,  Immigration  and  naturalisation  Service 
Max  Gilstrap,  Christian  Science  Monitor  writer 

Harry  E.  Curtis,  now  with  the  C  &  C  Construction  Company,  Inc.,  formerly 
engineer  with  the  National  Par!:  Service 

Adminis  tration 

Personnel:  Bruce  W.  Shaw,  Badlands  National  Monument,  Interior, 
South  Dakota,  was  picked  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  resulted  from  the 
promotion  of  Ernest  Borgman  to  District  Ranger,  Tainiami  District.  Mr. 
Shaw  and  family  will  arrive  in  March. 

An  extensive  3-day  P.  3.  I.  Training  Conference  was  held  for 
all  protection  employees.  It  was  an  excellent  training  course  and  much 
was  learned  by  those  attending. 

The  First  Aid  Training  Course  came  to  an  end  in  February  and 
attending  employees  received  their  certificates. 

Safety  and  .Health:  Park  Ranger  Chester  B.  gise  was  hospitalized 
for  6  days  by  an  outcropping  of  poinsonwood  iriection  initially  contracted 
while  on  fire  suppression  duty  in  January. 

Allan  Walker,  an  employee  for  one  of  the  corrcraetors  for  the 
par);  road,  sustained  a  crushed  pelvis  and  broken  leg  when  he  was  run 
over  by  a  giavel  spreader  owned  by  his  employer  while  working  on  Section 
lA^:  of  the  park  road.  • 

Cooperative  Activities 


Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies;  The 
Florida  State  Highway  Patrol  directed  traffic  while  fire  equipment 
partially  blocked  a  highway  when  combatting  a  glades  fire . 
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Protection  Division  members  participating  in  the  Ground 
Observer  Corps  were  presence  J  with  their  "Wings"  at  a  meeting. 

Two  trips,  one  a  plane  flight,  were  made  to  the  Dorothy 
Dewhurst  Parker-Paradise  Prairie  tract  with  officials  of  the  Department 
of  Justice. 

A  ranker  accompanied  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  representatives 
who  surveyed  Whitewater  Say,  Shark  River,  and  the  Gulf  Coast  area  for 
proposed  channel  markings. 

Interpretive  Act ivities  and  Developme nts 

Interpreti'/e  Facilities;  During  the  month  the  easel-type 
Alligator-Crocodile  exhibit  has  been  installed  on  Anhinga  Trail.  Slow 
progress  continues  on  the  new  labels  for  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail. 

One  day  was  spent  orienting  boat  captains  of  the  concessioner 
operated  boau  trips  at  west  Lake  to  work  up  a  kind  of  trip  the  National 
Pari.  Service  desires. 

Interpretive  Services :  The  Interpretive  Program  continued 
in  full  swing  with  102,003  contacts  made  during  the  month;  of  these  8,817 
attended  scheduled  talks.  A  total  of  32  guided  walks  and  99  talks  were 
given  this  month. 

Research  and  Observation:  Salinity  tests  of  park  soils  have 
been  started.  Hie  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  determine  the  relationship 
between  the  soil  salinity  and  the  vegetation  supported  bj  the  soil. 
Early  work  indicates  there  is  a  definite  affiliation,  particularly  in 
the  coastal  prairie  areas. 

After  a  promising  start,  Cuthbert  and  East  River  rookeries 
have  again  failed.  Observation  during  the  middle  of  the  month  showed 
evidence  of  trouble  with  2,000  nesting  wood  ibises  and  .American  egrets 
and  a  hundred  or  more  predatory  vultures  and  crows.  An  aerial  check 
the  last  of  the  month  revealed  both  rookeries  deserted,  Unseasonal,  heavy 
rains  with  strong  winds  were  presumably  facotrs  in  'this. 

A  new  high  for  wintering  white-crowned  pigeons  was  established 
with  22  being  sighted  by  visiting  Regional  Director  Cox  and  Chief  of 
Concessions  Management  Stratton,  pari:  concessioner  Kni  £it,  and  Park 
Ka tu ral is t  Kar raker • 

Twenty- seven  deer  were  observed  during  an  air  patrol  over  the 
Tamiami  area.  Fifty  alligators  were  reported  in  the  moat  at  the  end  of 
the  Seven  rale  Road. 
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Operations 

Lends;  Pretrial  hearings  were  held  before  Federal  Judge 
Emmet  Choate  concerning  retrial  of  the  Paradise  Prairie,  Dorothy 
Dewhurst  Parker  case.  Ralph  Luttrell,  Chief  of  Land  Acquisition  of 
the  Department  of  Justice  handled  the  case  for  the  Government.  It 
had  'ooen   remanded  for  retrial  by  th^-  Court  of  Appeals* 

Judge  Choate  ruled  that  the  trial  would  be  on  the  basis  of 
3C0-acre  sections  with  evaluation  for  the  entire  tract  as  of  date  of 
declaration  of  taking.  At  month's  end,  meetings  were  being  held  to 
explore  the  possibility  of  out  of  court  settlement. 

Protection  and  Ranker  Service:  Five  court  citations  were 
issued  during  the  month;  four  for  illegal  entry  of  closed  areas  and 
one  for  driving  while  under  the  influence  of  intoxicating  liquor.  A 
to-al  of  $290  in  fine  and  a  60-day  jail  sentence  (ail  suspended)  were 
imposed  by  the  Commissioner. 

The  Entrance  Station  chickee  returned  to  its  original  posi- 
tion following;  completion  of  the  construction  work  there.  Twenty- five 
new  boundary  markers  were  erectea  along  the  park  boundary  near  the 
Tamiami  Trail.  Three  boat  rescues  were  made  in  the  Cape  Sable-Shark 
River  area. 

The  court  case  involving  the  assault  of  Range  Winte  in  1955 
came  to  trial  this  month.  The  defendant  was  found  guilty  and  sentence 
will  be  pronounced  soon. 

Complaints :   Verbal  complaints  were  received  during  the 
month  regarding  the  regulation  restricting  launching  of  boats  at  Coot 
Bay  and  also  the  exclusion  of  house  -crailers  from  the  Pari;. 

Fire  Protection:   Two  reportable  fires  occurred  this  month. 
The  larger  burned  512  acres  and  was  totally  within  the  park.  The 
smaller  burned  1.4  acres  of  pineland  outside  the  pari:  but  within  the 
protection  boundary. 
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Design  and  Construction 


Plans,  Maps,  and  Surveys:  Plan  NP-EVE-2260-A,  Planting 
Plan,  Marine  Service  Area,  revised  February  20. 

Plan  NP-EVE-2261,  Curb  and  Planting  Plan  Service  Building, 
completed  February  21. 

New  Construction;  Mr.  J.  L.  Obens chain,  Supervising 
Engineer,  BPR,  came  to  the  Pari:  February  k.     During  his  stay  he 
participated  in  the  final  inspection  of  Park  Road  Project  1A6, 
He  again  returned  on  February  25  and  participated  in  a  semi-final 
inspection  of  Park  Road  Project  1A2  and  6A1.  Considerable  work 
being  required  on  the  latter  project  rendered  it  inadvisable  to 
set  the  date  of  the  final  inspection. 

Park  Road  Project  lA'-i-  has  been  completed  from  the  East 
Boundary  to  and  including  Section  50A1  permitting  their  use  and 
abandonment  of  the  badly  worn  intervening  portion  of  the  old  park 
road. 

S  ■  ■/<■■/■■;    ,-  -•,  /Jr&  /, 

Daniel  B.  Board 
Superi n tenden t 
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Summary  of  the  March  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER:  Rainfall  below  average  for  March. 

TRAVEL:  Increase  by  kQ.Qfi  over  Iferch  1956. 

VISITORS:  Victor  Bianchi,  Chilean  guest  of  the 

U.  S.  State  Department 

PERSONNEL:  Bruce  Shaw  transferred  from  Badlands 

to  Everglades  as  Supervisory  Park 
Ranger  * 

Meeting  of  Trustees  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment Fund  with  Governor  Collins. 

Very  little  progress . 

Total  interpretive  contacts,  79>8lO. 

Meeting  with  Council  members  of 
Mikucuki  Seminoles. 

Park  biologist  away  most  of  month. 
Disease  feared  among  water  birds. 

Final  payment  made  for  the  acquisition 
of  lands  in  Paradise  Prairie  case. 

Total  ranger  patrol  mileage,  13>389« 

Keys  bait  handlers  complain  bait 
shrimp  soJ.d  too  cheaply  at  Flamingo. 

Two  statistical  fires. 

NP-EVE-2260-A  cleared  by  EODC. 

EODC,  BPR,  and  Everglades  engineers 
hold  conferences. 
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BOUNDARY  ADJUSTMENT: 

INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 
INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 
PUBLIC  RELATIONS: 

RESEARCH: 

LANDS: 

PROTECTION: 
COMPLAINTS: 

FIRE  PROTECTION: 
PLANS,  MAPS,  SURVEYS: 
COHPEREUCES  Aim  MEETINGS: 


2 
3 
3 

3 

h 


5 
5 
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6 


EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK  -  Summary  Page  One 


! 


vr, 


~\Tn  reply  refer  to: 
-^823 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARIC 
March  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions.;  During  April  our  climate  seemed  to 
rever  to  the  drought  conditions  which  were  prevalent  for  the  past 
year.  Average  park  rainfall  dropped  from  3.98"  in  February  to  1.72" 
this  month.  The  water  tabic  reading  at  Taylor  Slough  dropped  from 
a  high  of  I.56"  on  March  1  to  1.20"  on  March  31. 

Readings  from  stations  are  as  follows: 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Tamiami  Station 
Florida  Bay  Station 
Coot  Bay  Station 


:Max  Temp 

Mean  Temp 

Min  Temp: 

Mean  Min' 

,   Rainfall: 

:       87° 

.   8l.3o 

.     39° 

55.5° 

!     1.79"     : 

!       89° 

!  81.3° 

1+0° 

57.20 

!     1.19"     : 

':       Qk° 

!  79 

1     52° 

6k;2k° 

!     1.55"     ! 

!       88° 

:  80.3° 

I     ^5° 

62.6° 

!  2.37"  ! 

Increase  in  Travel:  h$t 333  people  visited  the  park  during 
this  month.  This  is  an  increase  of  U8.8'/  over  the  same  period  a  year 
ago.  The  "eruption"  is  attributed  to  the  opening  of  the  road  to  Flamingo 
on  March  1.  The  greatest  travel  day  in  the  history  of  Everglades  National 
Park  occurred  on  March  3  when  1,666  vehicles  and  6,222  visitors  entered 
the  park. 

An  estimated  1.030  boats  left  the  Flamingo  marina  during  the 
month.  This  figure  includes  privately-owned  craft  as  well  as  rental 
boats  and  is  given  as  a  figure  indicative  of  the  marina  use. 

Boat  trailer  parking  at  Flamingo  was  extremely  heavy  during 
weekends  throughout  the  month.  The  area,  though  designed  for  soma  80 
cars  and  boat  trailers,  has  accommodated  as  many  as  130  units. 

Visitors:  Victor  Bianchi,  influential  Chilean  visiting  the 
United  States  as  guest  of  the  State  Department.  Mr.  Bianchi  was  the 
first  director  of  the  Chilean  National  Parks  and  editor  of  the  newspaper 
Clarin,  artist,  cartoonist,  and  champion  chess  player.  V/e  enjoyed  him. 
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Dr.  and  Mrs.  Estill  Brunk,  friends  of  the  former  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  McKay. 

Paul  R.  Leach,  retired  Washington  Correspondent  of  the 
Chicago  Daily  News. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  S.  Lacey,  friends  of  the  national  Park 
Service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  A.  Weber,  wildlife  artist  for  National 
Geographic. 

Administration 

Personnel;  Ranger  in-service  training  sessions  were  attended 
by  all  rangers  on  March  6  and  25.  The  meeting  on  March  6  had  to  do 
with  the  master  plans,  plans  and  designs,  map  reading,  MISSION  66  plans, 
etc.  The  session  on  March  25  was  for  all  permanent  protection  personnel 
and  involved  discussions  on  various  items  including  the  new  proposed 
boundary  change,  a  review  of  the  promotion  policy,  and  other  pertinent 
ranger  matters. 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Bruce  W.  Shaw  arrived  from.  Badlands 
National  Monument  for  duty  in  this  park.  He  is  assigned  to  the  Cape 
Sable  District  and  is  stationed  at  Flamingo.  Mr.  Shaw  was  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  a  15-month  old  daughter. 

Nancy  Lee  Larson  was  given  a  temporary  excepted  appointment 
as  a  ranger-naturalist. 

Paul  Larson's  temporary  appointment  was  terminated  and  changed 
to  career-conditional  appointment. 

George  L.  Stein  was  furloughed  and  returned  to  duty,  reassigned 
and  changed  headquarters  to  Colonial  National  Historical  Park  at  Yorktown, 
Virginia. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Boundary  Adjustment:  The  Trustees  of  the  Internal  Improvement 
Fund  considered  the  proposal  for  final  park  boundaries  insofar  as  they 
affected  the  State's  interest.  Called  on  for  an  affirmative  resolution 
by  Governor  Collins,  the  Trustees  failed  to  act.  Treasurer  Green 
introduced  a  resolution  which,  in  effect,  passed  the  matter  on  to  Congress, 
This  was  endorsed  by  Attorney  General  Ervin,  Comptroller  Larson,  and 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Mayo. 
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Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities :  Pressure  for  interpretive  program 
and  training  of  concessioner  personnel  left  little  time  for  the  con- 
struction and  development  of  interpretive  facilities.  Some  work  was 
accomplished  on  a  new  orientation  map  for  the  Royal  Palm  Station  and 
preliminary  studies  were  made  for  the  location  of  the  Mangrove  Trail. 

Considerable  effort  was  made  to  get  concessioner  personnel, 
especially  boat  captains,  on  the  right  track  and  results  so  far  have 
been  quite  gratifying. 

Interpretive  Services:  Opening  of  the  Flamingo  Road  brought 
a  flood  of  visitors  into  the  park,  especially  on  already  overcrowded 
weekends.  Many  of  these  visitors  had  just  ccme  to  the  new  developments 
and  were  not  receptive  to  interpretive  programs,  making  it  more  difficult 
to  hold  such  while  they  wandered  around. 

Rains  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  dispersed  the  Anhinga  Trail 
wildlife  show  and  a  rising  water  table  triggered  off  a  horde  of  mosquitoes 
making  evening  programs  and  walks  along  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  almost  impossible. 

In  spite  of  these  adverse  factors  79tQ±0   interpretive  contacts 
were  made  in  the  park  during  the  month,  of  these  h,GlO  were  made  by 
visitors  attending  talks  or  guided  walks.  Eleven  groups  were  given  special 
programs  in  the  park  indicating  a  growing  tendency  for  local  organizations 
to  go  along  with  our  effort  to  serve  them  in  the  park  rather  than  at  their 
various  meeting  places. 

Public  Relations:  The  Superintendent  was  invited  to  meet  with 
the  Council  of  the  Mikasuki  Seminoles  in  a  "hidden"  village  off  Tamiami 
Trail.  Also  attending  were  the  Assistant  Superintendent,  Assistant  Park 
Naturalist,  and  the  District  Ranger  from  Tamiami.  The  Seminoles  were 
represented  by:  Ingraham  Billy,  Frank  Charlie,  and  Jimmy  Billy  as 
Medicine  Men.  Council  members  were:  Willy  Jim,  John  Fu,  Henry  Billy, 
Wilson  Doctor,  Jack  Cloy,  Tom  Buster,  Frank  Jimmy,  Jimmy  Doctor,  Albert 
Osceola,  Concho  Billy,  and  Billy  Doctor  as  interpreter.  They  were 

The  Park  Service  was  invited'  there  by  the  Indians  who  wanted 
us  to  understand  the  philosophy  of  life  which  governs  their  thinking. 
Superintendent  Beard  in  turn  explained  to  them  the  philosophy  and  the 
policies  by  which  the  national  Park  Service  was  administered. 

The  group  were  the  nonreservation  Indians  who  wanted  merely 
to  be  left  alone  and  were  confused  by  attempts  to  change  them.  Service 
personnel  present  felt  they  had  finally  made  contact  with  the  last  of 
the  true  Seminoles  from  whom  much  could  be  learned  through  mutual  trust 
and  understanding. 
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The  conference  xaoted  all  afternoon  with  the  Council  member b 
all  sitting  in  a  chickee  facing  the  Service  group  for  whom  they  had 
politely  furnished  a  rude  bench  (facing  the  sunt)*  After  the  Super- 
intendent had  explained  Service  philosophies  and  policies,  translated 
at  intervals  by  Billy  Doctor,  a  long  discussion  was  held  among  the 
Council  members.  Ihese  comments  which  ended  the  conference  was  as  high 
a  compliment  as  most  Service  people  had  received.  It  was  a  succinct, 
"Ihe  Council  likes  what  you  say." 

Research  and  Observation;  The  Park  Biologist  was  on  special 
assignment  at  the  Virgin  islands  and  Washington,  D.  C,  during  most 
of  the  month. 

The  program  of  saline  studies  continues,  producing  excellent 
results • 

On  March  1  a  sick  white  pelican  was  collected  at  9-Mile  Bend. 
It  was  sent  to  the  Vertebrate  Zoology  Department  at  the  University  of 
Miami  for  study.  Ihe  bird,  dead  upon  arrival,  was  found  to  have  hemorrage 
in  all  internal  organs  and  suggested  the  possible  presence  of  a  virus 
infection.  Since  that  time,  other  dead  or  dying  birds  including  various 
herons  but  primarily  white  pelicans  have  been  found  who  had  the  same 
condition.  Another  sick  pelican  was  taken  to  the  Medical  School  at  the 
University  of  Miami  where  a  team  of  research  physicians  are  making  a 
thorough  medical  autopsy.  The  result  of  their  examination  is  not  yet 
completed. 

Three  interesting  new  plants  were  added  to  the  park  records. 
One,  a  terrestrial  orchid,  belongs  to  a  genus  new  to  IJorth  America. 
The  other  two  are  ferns:  a  terrestrial  form  (Sphenor.ieris  clavata) 
thought  to  be  extinct  on  the  southern  mai.n3.and,  and  an  epiphytic  form  not 
yet  identified. 

Status  of  Private  Lands:  A  check  for  $220,984.53  was  issued 
by  the  Treasury  in  the  condemnation  proceedings  of  United  States  of 
America  v.  Certain  Lands  in  Dade  and  Ifonroe  Counties,  Florida,  Henry 
Broolier,  Jr.,  et  al„  Civil  No.  337^-M.  The  final  judgment  awarded  the 
sun  of  $365,000  as  just  compensation  for  Tracts  Nob.  300,308,  and  333. 
Paradise  Prairie  Land  Company,  Dorothy  Devhurst  Parker,  and  E.  F.  P. 
Brigham,  in  Everglades  national  Park.  The  sum  of  $1^015.^7  lias  been 
previously  deposited  into  the  registry  of  the  court,  leaving  $220,984.53, 
the  deficiency  covered  by  the  check. 

This  payment  finally  closes  the  long  standing  case  on  which 
Mr.  lanly  worked  so  hard. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Banger  Service;  The  opening  of  the  road  to 
Flamingo  has  greatly  increased  the  demand  for  traffic  control  and  a6 
a  result  practically  all  permanent  rangers  have  been  called  upon  to 
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assist  in  handling  the  traffic.  Rangers  from  the  Tamiami  District, 
the  Florida  Bay  District,  and  the  Royal  Palm  District  have  had  special 
assignments  at  Flamingo  to  help  the  Cape  Sable  personnel. 

One  law  violation  was  taken  before  the  U.  S.  Commissioner 
during  the  month.  The  individual  involved  was  fined  «j>15  for  the  removal 
of  airplants  from  the  park. 

Boundary  markers  along  the  boundary  between  l/aldin  and 
Bauer  Drives  were  reset  to  straighten  out  the  line.  Rock  plowing  has 
been  completed  in  the  areas  adjacent  to  this  line  and  it  is  expected 
that  this  land  will  be  under  cultivation  next  winter.  One  mile  of 
the  park  boundary  was  posted  during  the  month  along  the  north  side  of 
Section  23,  Township  57  South,  Range  37  East. 

Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Gilbert  and  District  Ranger  Borgman 
went  to  Winter  Haven,  Florida,  (Tropical  Adventur eland)  to  pick  up  a 
bear.  This  bear,  an  adult  female,  was  released  on  Cape  Sable. 

Patrol  mileages  for  the  month  were  as  follows: 

Motor  Vehicle  10,76^- 

Glades  Buggy  58 

Boat  1,282 

Air  1,275 

Airboat  10 

Total I3V389" 

Complaints :  The  District  Ranger  at  Florida  Bay  reports 
that  he  has  received  complaints  regarding  the  sale  of  bait  at  Flamingo. 
Handlers  of  live  bait  on  the  Keys  feel  that  shrimp  is  sold  at  a  too 
reasonable  rate  at  Flamingo  and  is  unfair  competition.  The  sale  of 
shrimp  on  the  Keys  is  at  the  rate  of  OO. 50  per  dozen,  whereas  at  Flamingo 
the  rate  is  ^3.00  per  100. 

Fire  Protection:  Two  statistical  fires,  one  man  caused  and 
one  lightning  caused,  occurred  during  the  month.  A  total  of  3»5  acres 
burned;  2  acres  outside  the  park  and  1.5  acres  within  the  boundary. 

A  new  l/2-ton  heavy  duty  pickup  was  placed  in  operation  on 
the  East  Boundary  as  a  patrol  vehicle.  A  more  serviceable  vehicle 
was  also  placed  in  operation  on  the  Tamiami  Trail. 

J 
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Design  and  Construction 

Flans,  Maps,  and  Surveys;  Working  Drawing,  Planting  Plan, 
Marine  Service  Building,  Flamingo,  I!o.  IIP-EVE-2260-A  cleared  by 
Eastern  Office,  Division  of  Design  and  Construction. 

Preliminary  Dra^/ing  Curb  and  Planting  Plan,  Flamingo,  No. 
i'JP-EYE-22ol  fon;ardcd  to  EODC  for  clearance  as  Working  Drawing. 

Conferences  and  Meetings:  Mr.  F.  U.  Cron,  District  Engineer 
of  the  Bureau  of  Fublic  Itoads  made  routine  inspection  of  all  road  work 
and  bridges  under  construction  including  inspection  of  curb  at  Flamingo 
Visitor  Center,  March  12  and  13. 

Mr.  Donald  F.  Benson,  Supervising  Architect,  Eastern  Office, 
Division  of  Design  and  Construction  (on  March  0)  replaced  Mr.  Donald 
3.  llutt  of  the  same  office  vhose  particular  phase  of  the  work  had  been 
completed. 

Messrs.  0'ITeil  of  the  Director's  Office,  iir.  Zimnier,  Mr. 
Cabot  and  i-ir.  '..nite  of  EODC  made  inspections  and  contributed  advice 
concerning  the  planning  of  the  park. 

/     "/ 

George  17.  Fry 

Acting  Superintendent 
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WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

PERSONNEL: 


COOPERATION  WITH  OTHER 

AGENCIES: 

INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 
RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 


Summary  of  the  April  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


April  had  average  rainfall. 

Total  travel  for  month  was  37,927 

April  brought  many  interesting  and 
interested  visitors  to  this  park. 

Lcroy  Donahue  promoted  to  Supervi- 
sory Accountant. 

End  of  USDA  Wild  Cotton  Eradication 
for  this  season. 

Exhibit  Planning  Team  and  MISSION  66 
Advisory  Board  and  Area  Management 
Team  took  most  of  time  of  naturalists. 

Summer  Program  instituted.  Total  in- 
terpretive contacts  were  k2, 507 ■ 

Invitations  to  Research  Conference  to 
be  held  in  June  sent  forth. 


1 
1 


PROTECTION  AND  RANGER  SERVICE:  Termination  of  seasonal  rangers  through 

lack  of  funds  overloads  work  of  perma- 
nent rangers.  Moonshiners  discovered 
in  area  adjacent  to  park. 


COMPLAINTS: 
FIRE  PROTECTION: 

PLANS,  MAPS,  AND  SURVEYS: 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION: 
CONFERENCES  AND  MEETINGS: 


Irregularity  of  boat  trips  due  to  bad 
weather,  etc . 

No  fire  burned  within  the  park  or  pro- 
tection zone  during  the  month  for  first 
time  in  history  of  park. 

Final  inspection  on  Section  1A2  and  6A1 
made . 

Section  1A7  started. 

Park  Engineer  and  Landscape  Architect 
participated  in  MISSION  66  Advisory 
Board  meetings. 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THIS  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

P.  0.  BOX  275 

HOMESTEAD,   FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

FOR 

EVERGLADESl^TIONAL  PARK 

ApHl  T9^T 


In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


General 

Weather  Conditions :  Precipitation  was  only  .lH  inches  below  the 
previous  five  year  average  of  2.87  inches.  Consequently  Everglades  National 
Park  is  in  rood  condition  again  at  last.  Precipitation  for  the  month  was 
considerably  higher  than  for  the  sarae  period  a  year  ago*  This  is  reflected 
in  the  water  table  reading  at  Taylor  Slough  which  shows  a  gauge  reading  of 
1.65  feet  against  a  minus  1.11  feet  a  year  ago. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  April  weather  conditions  through- 
out the  park: 


Station 

Max.  Temp- 

Mean  Max.:  Min.  Temp.- 

Mean  Min. 

:  Rainfall: 

Royal  Palm  Station  : 

92°   < 

• 

i       82°    ":    58°    ! 

62°   ! 

:   2.61"  : 

Tamiami  Station 

:    91° 

•   86°    i    $9° 

I   6U° 

!   U.61"  ; 

Florida  Bay 

!    88°   : 

82°    :  •  66° 

:   72°   : 

2. 30"  : 

Coot  Bay 

:    89° 

\       85°    !    59° 

:   67° 

:   1.39"  : 

Increase  in  Travel:  Records  indicate  that  a  total  of  37,927 
visitors  in  9/565  cars  visited  Everglades  National  Park  during  the  month  of 
April,  an  increase  of  28  per  cent  over  the  same  month  a  year  ago.  All 
States  were  represented  along  with  three  U.  3.  territories,  four  Canadian 
provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries:  Holland,  Ecuador,  England, 
British  West  Indies,  Bermuda,  Germany,  Austria,  France,  Sweden,  Venzuela, 
China,  Russia,  Switzerland,  Egypt,  Arabia,  Ireland  and  Australia. 

An  estimated  805  boats  left  the  Flamingo  Marina  during  the  month. 

The  travel  figure  of  37,927  visitors  is  an  interesting  and  indic- 
ative one.  March,  1957  (U9,333  visitors)  is  the  only  month  to  shovr  a 
larger  figure.  The  opening  of  Flamingo  is  of  course  the  reason  for  this. 
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Visitors: 


MISSION  66  Advisory  Board  consisting  of  Messrs*  William  Carncs,  Thomas  Vint, 
John  Doerr,  John  Davis,  Herbert  Xahler,  C.  R.  Vintcn,  Lemuel  Garrison, 
Carlisle  Crouch,  Herbert  Ilaier,  Robert  Uhitc,  Glen  T.  Bean.  Mr.  Edward  Zimmor, 
Chief,  Eastern  Office,  Division  of  Design  and  Construction  also  attended 
these  meetings.  We  had  as  our  guests  Mrs*  Vint  and  Mrs,  Vintcn  who  accompanied 
their  husbands. 

Management  Planning  Team,  Region  One  was  here.  This  team  constituted  Messrs. 
R.  0.  Mulvany,  2.  :i.  Lisle,  and  M,  E.  Bcatty, 

The  Museum  Planning  Team  of  Messrs.  Sutton  and  Bierly  were  also  here.  Mr. 
Bcatty  remained  after  the  Management  Planning  Team  left  to  assist  in  planning 
of  museum  at  Flamingo. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  T.  Swartling  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hawley  of  The  Viking  Glass  Co., 
Wheeling,  W.  Virginia,  friends  of  Director  Wirth  and  the  Service. 

Mr.  Charles  Grutzncr,  Hew  York  Times  travel  columnist 

Don  Baxter,  Professor  of  Forest  Pathology,  University  of  Michigan 

Joe  Brooks,  noted  fishing  writer 

Ed.  Johnson,  Sports  Editor  of  Charleston,  U.  Virginia  newspaper 

Dr.  John  Goggin  to  Rabbit  Key  for  archeologic  study. 

Special  Activities :  The  main  portion  of  the  first  week  of  the 
month  was  spent  with  the  MISSION  66   Advisory  Board.  During  the  second  week 
the  Management  Planning  Team  of  the  Region  One  office  was  entertained. 

Administration 

Personnel: 

Leroy  F.  Donahue  was  promoted  to  Supervisory  Accountant  from  Accountant 

Joseph  A.  McConncll,  Jr.,  left  for  Yoscmite  National  Park  to  be  a  seasonal 

ranger  there. 

Wilmer  H.  Walker  was  furloughed  from  here  and  will  report  for  duty  as  a 

seasonal  ranger  in  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

Mrs.  Mary  McCarthy  resigned  from  the  Clerk-stenographer  position  in  the 

Administrative  Officer's  Division. 

Clay  L.  Gifford  was  terminated  at  Everglades  and  will  go  on  duty  at  Great 

Smoky  Mountains  National  Park. 

Mrs.  Nancy  L»  Larson's  temporary  appointment  as  ranger-naturalist  was 

terminated  and  she  was  given  an  WAS  appointment  as  ranger-naturalist. 

Cooperative  Activities 


Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  The  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture's  Wild  Cotton  Eradication  program  terminated  in 
the  park  toward  the  end  of  the  month.  This  program  according  to  the  U.S.D.A, 
representatives,  is  not  yet  completed  and  will  likely  continue  next  x-jinter. 
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Florida  Wildlife  Officer  Balman  picked  up  two  men  in  the  park  with 
firearms  in  their  possession.  Both  were  turned  over  to  Protection  Personnel 
at  the  Tamiami  Ranger  Station. 

Members  of  the  protection  force  serviced  all  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey  water  gauging  stations  during  the  month. 

The  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  reported  two  distress  messages  from  boats 
aground  in" Florida  Bay,  Ranger  personnel  handled  all  details  pertinent  to 
the  rescue, 

Interpre tivc  Act ivitics  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  During  the  month  the  Naturalist  staff  was 
working  with  special  groups  such  "as  the  MISSION  66  Advisory  Board,  and  Area 
Planning  fo*r  Tortugas  and  Everglades  much  of  the  time.  The  Exhibit  Team  of 
Sutton  and  Bicrly  spent  the  last  two  weeks  of  the  month  planning  exhibits 
for  the  Flamingo  Road  interpretation.  Members  of  the  Naturalist  staff 
assisted  when  possible.  On  the  last  day  of  the  month  the  Naturalist  staff 
located  a  suitable  area  for  the  Pine  Wood  Trail,  details  of  which  will  be 
worked  out  later. 

Interpretive  Services:  The  regularly  scheduled  Naturalist  program 
was  discontinued  on  April"  22.  A  summer  program  consisting  of  2:15  talks 
on  bus  days  (Tuesdays,  Thursdays,  and  Sundays)  with  scheduled  guided  walks 
at  1:00  and  3:15  on  Sunday  is  in  effect. 

Many  things  already  affected  the  interpretive  program.  The  half 
parking  lot  at  the  Royal  Palm  Station  was  unfinished  and  useless  to  visitors 
throughout  the  month,  causing  most  visitors  to  bypass  the  Royal  Palm  Station. 
The  wildlife  show  of  the  Anhinga  Trail  is  gone  for  the  season — only  a  few 
alligators  and  a  bird  or  two  reward  visitors  for  coming.  Mosquitoes, 
especially  at  the  Cypress  Head  have  further  discouraged  much  sightseeing  at 
the  Royal  Palm  end  of  the  Flamingo  road;  and  yet,  a  considerable  number  of 
interpretive  contacts  have  been  made.  2,5>07  persons  listened  to  naturalist 
talks  or  were  guided  on  a  walk  and  a  total  of  i|2,5>07  interpretive  contacts 
were  made. 

Research  and  Observation:  Invitations  wore  sent  to  about  sixty 
scientists  and  administrators~l.nvTtin,'v  their  participation  in  a  meeting  to 
plan  a  comprehensive  research  program  for  Everglades  to  be  held  June  6-8  at 
Pine  Island.  The  group  includes  representation  from  the  Florida  Universities 
and  State  and  Federal  agencies  interested  in  the  south  Florida  area,  as  well 
as  a  number  of  individual  specialists. 

Reports  wore  received  at  the  Tamiami  Ranger  Station  that  a  Chinese 
pheasant  had  been  seen  near  the  cast  boundary  of  the  park  along  the  Tamiami 
Trail, 


EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK  -  Page  Three 


O  6 


Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;   This  was  an  especially  busy  month 
for  Ranger  personnel  "with  law 'enforcement  and  rescue  activities. 

The  termination  of  the  services  of  the  two  seasonal  park  rangers 
early  in  the  month  made  it  necessary  to  assign  a  permanent  ranger  to  the 
entrance  station.  The  termination  of  seasonal  help  due  to  lack  of  funds 
seems  rather  ironic  at  the  present  time  as  the  travel  figures  show  that 
visitation  during  the  month  of  April  was  higher  than  during  any  month  of 
the  previous  years  .'  J 

Rough  seas  prevented  rangers  from  making  many  planned  water 
patrols.  Patrol  mileage  for  the  month  was  12,814i# 

/JL1  permanent  rangers  attended  an  In-Service  Training  Session  at 
the  Chief  Park  Ranger's  Office  on  April  15. 

Fire  Control  Aide  Miele,  while  on  patrol  along  the  cast  boundary 
of  the  park,  discovered  that  "moonshiners"  arc  still  much  in  evidence  in  the 
areas  adjacent  to  the  park,  i'iclc  stumbled  onto  a  still  well  hidden  away 
in  a  hammock  that  had  apparently  just  been  put  into  operation.  This  "find" 
was  reported  to  proper  authorities  for  investigation  and  handling. 

Complaints:  The  District  Ranger  at  Cape  Sable  reports  receiving 
a  complaint  pertinent  to  the  concessioner  boat  trips  out  of  Flamingo. 
Motor  failures,  bad  weather,  and  lack  of  passengers  have  all  affected  the 
frequency  of  trips  from  the  Marina  with  the  result  that  numerous  visitors 
have  been  disappointed. 

Fire  Protection;  For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Everglades 
National  Park  no  if  lire  burned  within  the  park  or  its  protection  zone  during 
the  month  of  April.  This  in  itself  is  quite  a  record  as  April  has  been  a 
month  of  high  fire  occurrence  during  past  years. 
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Design  and  Construction 

Plans,  I-hps,  and  Surveys:  Preliminary  study  for  visitor 
housing,  Flamingo,  was  prepared  by  the  Everglades  Park  Co.  and  fon/arded 
for  review. 

One  hundred  scale  layout  plans  were  prepared  of  the  visitor 
housing,  jjicnic  and  campgrounds,  Flamingo,  and  planting  plan  studies  of 
the  later  two  units  initialed.  Ihe  planting  plan  study  was  initialed 
for  the  Visitor  Center,  Marina  /urea,  Flamingo. 

Revision  of  the  i-ILSSIOIJ  66   development  prospectus  for  the 
entire  pari:  was  initialed. 

Final  inspection  was  made  of  the  park  road  Section  1A2  and  6A1. 
A  small  amount  of  debris  was  left  in  the  picnic- campground  area  and 
improvement  of  grading  and  shaping  of  elevated  oolite  tent  sites  in 
the  campground  was  recommended  prior  to  acceptance  of  the  job. 

Joseph  T.  Clar,  Supervising  Landscape  Architect  on  the  park 
road  construction,  returned  to  EODC  on  annual  leave,  returning  approxi- 
mately Lay  5  with  his  family. 

Heir   Construction:  Work  started  on  park  road,  Section  1A7,  the 
final  unit  between  the  east  boundary  and  Flamingo. 

Conferences  and  Meetings:  The  Park  Engineer  and  Park  Landscape 
Architect  participated  in  the  I-JISSIOII  66   Advisory  Loard  meetings,  tho 
Region  One  Management  Team  meetings,  and  met  with  the  Audit  Team. 


6:"'  $L  ,y 


Daniel  3.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  May  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER:  Rainfall  for  month  above  5 -year 

average • 

TRAVEL:  24,285  visitors;  26, .  over  same 

month  last  year 

VISITORS:  (See  page  2) 

PERSONNEL:  Ranger  Barnie  Parker  continued 

on  sick  leave. 

Five  automobile  accidents  in 
the  Royal  Palm  District. 

Rangers  continue  routine 
cooperation  with  numerous 
other  agencies. 

Work  on  labels  and  exhibits 
progressing  satisfactorily* 

Preliminary  work  on  prospectus 
and  possible  locations  for 
other  trails  mapped  out. 

Summer  schedule  put  into  effect. 
Insect  nuisance  hinder  services. 
Total  interpretive  contact  for 
month,  23,9*6 

Fire  equipment  demonstrations 
by  rangers  for  scouts  and 
school  children. 

White- crowned  pigeons  reported 
nesting  in  park.  Control 
burning  plans  progressing. 

Rangers  made  increased  patrols 
during  month.  Cape  Sable  channel 
markers  being  replaced.  Von 
Schallern  traffic  violation  case 
continues • 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION  WITH  OTHER  AGENCIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


PUBLIC  RELATIONS: 


RESEARCH  AID  OBSERVATION: 


PROTECTION  AND  RANGER  SERVICE: 


Page 
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COMPLAINTS: 
FIRE  PROTECTION: 

PLANS,  MAPS,  AND  SURVEYS: 
NEW  CONSTRUCTION: 
CONFERENCES  AND  MEETINGS: 


Page 
k 


Gravel  road  rough  on  cars. 

One  statistical  fire.  5y 
miles  of  fire  trail  marked. 


Planting  plans  for  Visitor  Center 
progressing  slowly.  Joseph  Clark 
took  over  duties  of  Donald  Nutt.     6 

District  Engineer  Cron  of  BPR  made 
general  inspection  of  park  road 
construction  projects. 

Conference  on  planning  of  visitor 
housing  accommodations*  6 
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In  reply  refer  to: 
UNITED  STATES      A2o23 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
May  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  The  weather  was  somewhat  on  the  wet  side 
with  precipitation  considerably  above  the  5-year  average  for  the  month. 
Rain  came  in  the  form  of  thunder  showers  but  all  stations  reported  a 
general  area  coverage.  It  was  2.21  inches  above  the  5-year  average  and 
5.72  inches  above  that  for  the  same  month  last  year. 


:Max.  Temp, 

Mean  Max 

Min.  Temp- 

Mean  Min 

Precipitation: 

:    92 

!    65    i 

08.1   : 

\           Of   mU 

0.26"     i 

!      93 

!  66      \ 

38.6   ; 

69.5     ' 

.   6.53"     i 

:    90 

!    67 

!  Qk.6      '• 

70.9  : 

7.0V     ': 

:    83 

63 

35.3 

7^.7  ! 

5.17"    ! 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Florida  Bay  Station 

The  Taylor  Slough  reading  stood  at  2.56  feet  on  May  31>  while  on  May  31 
195^ j   the  reading  was  minus  .35  feet. 

Increase  in  Travel:  A  total  of  2^,285  visitors  entered  the 
pari:  during  the  month.  This  is  an  increase  of  5>5^o  or  28$  over  that  for 
the  same  period  a  year  ago.  An  interesting  sidelight  on  park  visitation 
is  that  the  total  1957  travel  through  May  exceeds  the  total  1952  calendar 
year  travel  by  lj-,278. 

Boat  traffic  from  the  Flamingo  Marina  was  unusually  heavy.  A 
total  of  88l  boats  left  the  area.  Of  this  number  321  were  concessioner 
rental  boats.  Florida  Bay  had  an  estimated  1,395  boat  passengers  in  the 
area.  The  heavy  visitation  inthe  Florida  Bay  area  is  attributed  to  the 
many  warm  calm  days. 

Visitors  included  people  from  Argentina,  Australia,  Austria, 
Brazil,  Canada,  Chile,  Columbia,  Cuba,  El  Salvador,  England,  Germany, 
Greece,  Holland,  New  Zealand,  Peru,  Sweden,  the  Union  of  South  Africa, 
and  Venezuala. 
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Visitors;  Mr.  Stanley  Leach  of  the  United  States  Geological 
Survey* 

Lt.  Dale  S#  Westbrook,  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  Gravity  Party 

Dr.  Gabriel  Bavin*  botanist  for  the  USDA  Experiment  Station, 
Beltsville,  Maryland 

Mr,  Elgin  White,  Florida  Advertising  Committee,  State  Hevs 
Agency 

Regional  Forester  Pred  Arnold,  National  Park  Service  Region 
One  Office 

Administration 

Personnel;  She  following  personnel  actions  developed  during 
the  month:"" 

Fire  Control  Aid  Marvin  C.  Hershey  concluded  his  tour  of  duty 
here,  lie  will  enter  on  duty  at  Glacier  National  Park  as  a  seasonal 
park  ranger* 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  iarcus  B.  Parker,  "larnie,"  continued 
on  sick  leave  throughout  the  month. 

Fire  Control  Aid  Clarence  Kihzer  was  terminated.  He  will  go 
on  duty  at  Wind  Cave  National  Park  for  their  summer  season. 

Miss  Sue  Adkins  joined  the  Everglades  staff  to  assume  duties  as 
a  clerk-typist* 

Mrs.  Ida  M.  Smith  joined,  the  staff,  replacing  Mrs.  Mary  McCarthy 
who  resigned. 

James  T.  Long  was  terminated. 

Ranger  Naturalist  Dv/ight  T.  Warren  was  furloughed.  He  will  go 
on  duty  at  Sequoia  National  Park  for  their  summer  season. 

Ine  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  and  the  Royal  Pain  District  Ranger 
attended  the  Region  One  Structural  Fire  Control  Short  Course  at 
Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

Safety  and  Health;  Five  automobile  accidents,  none  involving 
personal  injury,  were  investigated  in  the  Royal  Palm  District  during 
the  month.  Damage  to  the  vehicles  was  considerable  in  some  instances. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State,  or  Local  Agencies: 
Rangers  in  the  Cape  Sable  District  are  continuing  to  give  all  possible 
cooperation  %£   the  USDA  Medfly  control  effort  in  the  park. 
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Rangers  also  serviced  all  water  gauging  station  located  in 
the  park. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Development 

Interpretive  Facilities:     The  Kodaslide  collection  has  been 
reclassified  and  filed;   labels  along  the  Gunbo  Liribo  Trail  have  been 
rewritten  and  new  labels  put  cut;    sore  of  the  labels  in  the  P.cyal  Pair- 
Station  exhibits  have  been  redone;   and  the  new  orientation  zap  for  the 
Royal  Pair.  Station  has  been  lettered  preparatory  tc  installation. 

Park  Ilaturalist  Gnristensen  has  spent  nost  of  the  conth  on 
planning.     Preliminary  work  on  the  prospectus  for  the  Visiter  Center 
has  been  done  and  the  location  of  the  Pine  Woods  Stall  "s.e  roughed  out 
and  several  possibilities  for  the  reengrove  trail  investigated*     A 
tentative  route  for  the  3ear  Lake  ikrunds  interpreti"e  reed  was  plotted. 

Interpretive  Services;     Several  factors  bare    ::.T  ired  to 
reduce  tl*.is  Ljontr's   interpretive  certacts.     .-.  enrreer  sekeiule  of  canning 
the  P.cyal  Pain  Station  afternoons  only  on  Tuesdays   and  ZhursdayB  and  all 
day  Saturdays  and  Sundays  "as  put  into  effect.     Scheduled  pre  -rare  were 
liaoited  to  the  2:15  p.n.   talk  on  Tuesdays,    Tkursaays,    .  at  ,   and 

Sundays  and  the  guided  valk  on  Sundays  only. 

Insects,   especially     ::_  _toes,   not  only  Siscouraged  visitors 
frcr  participation  in  field  prograi  s  but  have   -enerally  rendered  the 

pari:  experience  unpleasant. 

Tne  parking  lot  at  Royal  Pain  has  retains:,  closed  and  visitors 
have  been  unable  to  find  parkinp  nearcy,   thereby  by-passing  Royal  lair 

Station  and  Purls c  lir.lo  Trail. 

A  relatively  large  maabez    ::    special  school  and  scout  groups 
were  handled  in  the  park  ana  talk     sere  given  to  fiv:   groups  outside 
the  park  by  interpretive  aerssrrel. 

Assistant  Superintendent    '  serge  *■'.   Pry   gave    -  talk  er.  tne 

park  before  the  Pleriia  Recreation  Association  at  tie  Ts  li  -tel  in 

Irani   Beach,      lark   Tat'uraliot    Paris  tensor  a\aes.rei    :r   :r.   e..usotisnal 
P.     ".  prograa   ever  tne  .ami  Channl-  1  Detvark.  arts   MISSION 

66.    Petal  into:;        tve   Dontactfi   foa    1  oath  was  £Z,„'--2. 

Public  Pe-aai:as :     Hie  Protection  Qfcvlsion  _  we  two  fire 
equipnent  denenstrationf  at  Pine  Island.      P-:   lenonstratiero  vers    yiven 

to  a   trout    :i    _le   s seats   ana  to  a     rout  of  school  rs.tr s Ir  .  he 

Best. 

'■  -'  se.-ea    . -...       ss.va  tier:      Pine  P_e    ingoes  were  seen  in  lake 
Ingrakar  so  lay  5  with   s.veu  t.      _  ::r    :_   er. .  .a   "re   north. 

---:    -'-    '-'■'-  3t   aur:er  for  can        Mrs. 
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Ranger  E.  C.  Winte  and  the  biologist  located  at  least  five 
active  crocodile  nests  in  northeastern  Florida  Bay. 

Following  talks  with  Regional  Forester  Arnold,  the  biologist 
prepared  a  memorandum  and  accompanying  map  outlining  a  prescribed 
burning  plan  to  control  hardwood  succession  in  Long  Pine  Key  pinelands. 

District  Ranger  Winte  reports  the  nesting  of  white-crowned 
pigeons  on  several  of  the  Florida  Bay  Keys.  He  also  reports  a  colony 
of  cormorants  nesting  around  an  inland  lake  on  Butternut  Key* 

District  Ranger  Senne  reports  that  turtles  have  begun  their 
agg-laying  activities  on  Cape  Gable  and  on  Gulf  Coast  beaches. 

Operat  jo  ns 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  Continuation  of  heavy  traffic 
on  weekends  made  it  necessary  for  rangers  to  devote  most  of  their  time 
to  public  contact  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays.  Traffic  congestion  at  Royal 
Palm  due  to  lack  of  parking  space  added  to  the  problem. 

The  District  Ranger  at  Tamiami  made  numerous  airboat  patrols, 
both  day  and  night,  to  check  on  possible  illegal  activities  within  the 
park  boundary. 

Personnel  in  the  Cape  Sable  District  are  working  on  replacing 
the  channel  markers  through  Whitewater  Bay.  This  task  is  a  slow, 
tedious  one  as  the  rangers  are  not  equipped  to  do  the  work. 

All  districts  report  increased  patrols  during  the  month.  Gentle 
winds  and  calm  seas  have  made  possible  almost  daily  patrols  in  the  Florida 
Bay  and  increased  water  in  the  glades  has  made  possible  airboat  patrols. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activity: 

Boat  2,257  miJ.es 

Airboat  k$2   miles 

Patrol  Car  or  Truck  9,86l  miles 
Airplane  200  miles 

12,770  miles 

Word  was  received  on  May  9  that  Karl  von  Schallern,  837  Book 
Tower  Building,  Detroit,  Michigan,  who  failed  to  appear  before  the  United 
States  Commissioner  on  a  speeding  charge  was  apprehended  in  Chicago. 
Von  Schallern  denied  being  in  Florida  at  the  time  ana  claimed  that  his 
driver's  license  had  been  stolen  earlier  and  that  a  case  of  mistaken 
identity  was  involved.  Further  developments  in  this  case  are  pending. 

Complaints :  Numerous  complaints  were  received  on  the  condition 
of  the  gravel  portion  of  the  Ingruhain  Highway •  Ranger  personnel  were 
stationed  at  the  start  of  this  section  on  two  Sundays  to  warn  visitors  of 
the  road  condition.  A  warning  sign  was  also  installed. 
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Fire  Protection:  One  statistical  fire  occurred  during  the 
month.  Ihis  fire  was  within  the  park  protection  zone  although  outside 
the  park.  It  burned  a  total  of  12  acres. 

Plans  were  formulated  for  the  control  burning  of  Long  Pine 
Key.  Regional  Forester  Arnold  t/as  in  the  park  to  assist  with  the 
planning  and,  along  with  members  of  the  protection  force,  made  an 
on-the-spot  inspection  of  the  proposed  burning  project. 

In  connection  with  the  control  burning  project  5"|  miles  of 
fire  trail  were  marked  in  the  Long  Pine  Key  with  reflectorized  markers. 
Some  trail  burshing  was  accomplished  on  these  trails. 
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Design  arte.  Construction 

Plans,  Maps,  end  Surveys:  Planting  plans  Tor  the  Flamingo 
Visitor  Center,  Campground  and  Picnic  Area,  are  progressing  nlowly. 

Donald  S.  llutt,  Supervising  Architect  of  EODC  returned  to 
Philadelphia  and  Joseph  T.  Clark,  Supervising  Landscape  Architect  took 
over  •the  duties  or  following  building  construction  activities. 

Hew  Construction;  Mr.  F.  U.  Cron,  District  Engineer  of  the 
Bureau  of  Public  Roads  made  a  general  inspection  of  the  Park  Road 
construction  projects. 

Conferences  and  Meetings:  A  conference  was  held  concerning 
planning  of  visitor  housing  accomodations  to  be  constructed  at  Flamingo 
"by  Everglades  Park  Co.  Present  were  Messrs.  Knight,  Pcgrar.i,  Rose,  and 
Gordon  Severud,  architect  representing  the  Everglades  Park  Co.  The 
National  Park  Service  was  represented  by  Superintendent  Beard  and  Park 
Landscape  Architect  Araraenaan  of  Everglades  National  Park  and  Donald  S. 
Nutt  of  EODC. 

■7 

George  W.  Fry  *> 

Acting  Supe r intendej it 
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Summary  of  the  June  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Rcprot 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

PERSOHKEL: 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 

COOPERATION  V7ITH  OTHER 
FEDERAL,  ETC.,  AGENCIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 

RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 
RAIIGER  SERVICE: 


COMPLAINTS: 
FIRE  PROTECTION: 

EVERGLADES  BOUNDARY  BILL: 
PLANS,  MAPS,  AND  SURVEYS: 


Temperatures  above  normal  with 
scattered  thundersliowers.  1 

2k,J5k   visitors.  Increase  of  k3$ 

over  sane  month  last  year.         1 

(See  page  2)  2 

Dauther  to  the  Bean:;.  2 

Most  of  the  seasonals  terminated 

or  furloughcd.  2 

Ranger  bitten  by  rat.  2 

Raccoon  control  worl;  on  Florida 

Bay  l:eys  by  U.  S.  Fish  and 

;. midlife  Service.  2 

Bear  Lake  Indian  Mounds  discussed 

as  interpretive  possibility.        3 

Total  interpretive  contacts  for 
uonth  was  33>591«  3 

Park  Conference  was  great  success.   3 

Tjo  rescues.  Karl  von  Schallern 
pleaded  guilty  in  Chicago.  Break- 
ins  for  petty  thievery.  Total 
patrol  mileage,  9,029.  h 

Concessioner  drops  minimum  passenger 

ruling  to  run  sightseeing  boats.     5 

12  miles  of  fire  roads  rockploved 
on  Long  Pine  Key.  All  fire  towers 
closed  for  summer.  5 

Senate  Hearing  on  S.  1790  attended 

by  Mr.  Beard.  5 

Student  Technicians  Zimmerman  and 
Driscoll  enter  on  duty.  Planting 
plans  forwarded  for  review.  Pre- 
liminary plans  for  overnight  accom- 
modations at  Flamingo  amroved. 
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HEW  CONSTRUCTION:  3PR  representatives  nade  inspec- 

tion of  nexv  road  surfaces  in  park. 
Donald  Nutt  of  EODC  inspected 
building  construction  at  Flamingo. 
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In  reply  refer  to 
UIHTED  STATES     A2823 
DEPARTl'EIIT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
IJATIOHAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIOIIAL  PARK 
P.  0,  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERIHTEI7DEHT'  S  i-PNTHLY  IIARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  IIATIONAL  PARIC 
June  1957 


General 


Weather  Conditions;  Station  records  throughout  the  park 
indicate  a  narked  difference  in  precipitation  over  a  relative 
small  area.  Water  gauging  stations  P33  and  P3^,  located  at  the 
headwaters  of  the  Shark  and  Rodders  Rivers,  recorded  rainfalls  of 
26  and  25  inches  respectively  during  the  60-day  period  just  concluded. 
Temperatures  throughout  the  entire  area  were  above  normal. 

The  Taylor  Slouch  reading  stood  at  1.71  feet.  This  figure 
indicates  a  water  table  drop  of  .85  feet  during  the  month.  The 
reading  for  the  same  date  in  1956  was  1.21  feet. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  month  of  June: 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Tamiami  Station 
Coot  Bay  Station 
Key  Largo  Station 


:Iax.  To'mp.' 

Mean  Max*: 

Min.  Temp.: 

.Mean  Min. 

•Rainfall: 

:   95° 

:  91°    i 

!     62     ! 

\     70.8° 

\   1.53"  ': 

:   96° 

.  91.20 

67°   ! 

72.2° 

:  7.t*8"  : 

':       92° 

1  89. 6°  | 

6Q°      ! 

72.6°  I 

,  3.28"  ! 

90° 

1  88° 

72° 

77.6°  ; 

h.or     : 

Increase  in  Travel:  A  total  of  24,75^  visitors  entered 
the  park  during  the  month.  This  is  an  increase  of  7,U22  or  ky/i  over 
the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

The  District  Ranger  at  Flamingo  reports  a  slight  drop  in 
boat  traffic  from  the  Flamingo  Marina.  A  total  of  750  boats,  including 
305  rental  skiffs,  left  the  Marina  during  June. 

Visitors:  H.  J.  Spencer,  Research  Biologist,  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  Gainesville,  Florida 
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Smith  M.  Canup,  Assistant  District  Agent,  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Wayside,  Georgia 

Larry  C.  Whithead,  District  Agent,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  North  Carolina  State  College 

Paul  G.  Mains,  Outdoor  Editor,  Florida  Times-Union, 
Jacksonville,  Florida 

Louis  Capron,  student  and  writer  of  the  Seminole  Indians 

Miscellaneous:  District  Ranger  and  Mrs.  Norton  M.  Dean 
are  the  proud  parents  of  a  new  daughter  horn  July  24  at  the  James 
Archer  Smith  Hospital,  Homestead. 

Flamingo  goes  MODERN  -  the  first  T.  V.  has  appeared  at 
Flamingo  and  its  owner,  Cliff  Walters  of  the  Everglades  Park  Co., 
Inc.,  boasts  good  reception  of  two  channels. 

Administration 

Personnel;  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Marcus  B.  Parker 
continued  on  sick  leave  throughout  the  month. 

Biologist  William  B.  Robertson,  Jr.,  received  a  promotion 
in  grade  from  GS-7  to  GS-9. 

Robert  M.  Kearney  was  converted  to  career  appointment  as 
Laborer. 

Raymond  Barry  Smith  was  given  a  temporary  appointment  as 
Laborer.  He  is  the  son  of  our  former  Chief  Clerk,  now  deceased. 

Frank  W.  Cone  resigned  from  the  position  of  Laborer. 

Furloughed  or  terminated  this  month:  Marvin  C.  Hershey, 
Raymond  L.  Spruill,  Stewart  R.  Orgill,  Charles  K.  Scott,  Roy  S. 
Evenson,  Ralph  Johnston,  Howard  R.  Copas. 

Safety  and  Health:  A  ranger  was  bitten  on  the  toe  by  a 
rat  r;hile  he  was  sleeping  at  Lostman's  River.  The  ranger  lived, 
but  the  rat  did  not. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State,  or  Local  Agencies: 
Personnel  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  carried 
out  raccoon  control  work  on„  Florida  Buy  keys  near . the  spoonbill 
colonies  that  suffered  heavy  losses  from  raccoon  predation  last 
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winter.  No  raccoons  Mere   found  on  Low,   Stake  or  Manatee  Keys  but 
six  were  trapped  on  Russell  Key.  A  natural  control  point  for 
raccoons  moving  into  Florida  Bay  from  the  mainland  was  located  on 
Russell  Key.  A  check  of  this  area  will  be  maintained  in  order  to 
determine  need  for  additional  control  before  next  year's  spoonbill 
nesting. 

Arrangements  were  concluded  with  Dr.  William  Spackman  of 
Pennsylvania  State  University  whose  research  group  will  besin  study 
of  peat  deposits  in  the  Shark  River  area  about  July  15.  The  group 
is  interested  in  investigating  the  effect  of  climatic  conditions 
and  vegetation  upon  peat  deposits  and  will  also  study  the  age  and 
vegetation  his  tor  .->   of  the  Shark  River  mangrove  peats. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities;  Meticulous  cleaning  and  relettering 
of  exhibits  and  labels  of  Royal  Palm  Station  exhibits  proceeded  as 
time  permitted.  An  extension  of  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  was  flagged 
preparatory  to  construction. 

Interpretation  possibilities  of  the  Bear  Lake  Indian  Mounds 
were  discussed  with  Dr.  Gocgin,  archeologist  of  the  University  of 
Florida,  and  Dr.  Tebeau,  historian  of  the  University  of  Miami.  It 
was  suggested  that  a  glass-walled  cut  be  made  into  the  mound  so  that 
visitors  could  read  the  story  of  the  Indian's  life  as  evidenced  by 
broken  tools,  pottery,  etc. 

To  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Interpretation  Division,  an 
extensive  clean-up  and  organization  of  the  library  resources  was 
conducted. 

Interpretive  Services;  Visitor  use  of  the  Royal  Palm  area 
began  its  slow  summer  upswing  \rLth  the  closing  of  the  local  schools 
but  wildlife  remained  scattered,  mosquitoes  abundant,  and  the  temporary 
road  rough. 

Two  experiments  were  tried.  On  windless  mosquito-ridden 
days  the  2:15  p.m.  talks  irere  given  inside  the  air-conditioned 
sightseeing  busses.  All  visitors  were  invited  by  a  sign  to  attend 
the  program  aboard  the  bus.  On  two  separate  Sundays  hourly  talks 
were  presented  at  Royal  Palm  on  an  experimental  basis.  The  attendance 
of  local  people  at  these  programs  has  been  encouraging.  An  average 
of  1+6. 3  visitors  attended  each  of  the  10  talks  presented.  Total 
interpretive  contacts  for  the  month  vrere  33,591. 

Research  and  Observations;  A  conference  to  examine  the 
research  needs  of  Everglades  national  Park  \ra.s  held  at  Pine  Island 
and  attended  by  some  65  representatives  of  Florida  Universities  and 
the  State  and  Federal  conservation  agencies.  June  6  and  8  \;ere 
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devoted  to  discussions  and  June  7  "to  group  tripe  into  various 
parts  of  the  park  to  observe  particular  research  problems  on  the 
ground.  Reaction  to  the  meeting  was  uniformly  favorable  and  many 
of  those  attending  indicated  interest  in  undertaking  research  in 
the  park.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  marine  biologists  present, 
the  group  passed  a  resolution  strongly  recommending  the  inclusion 
in  the  park  of  a  section  of  the  living  coral  reef  and  marine  gardens 
east  of  Key  Largo. 

The  memorandum  presenting  a  plan  for  prescribed  burning 
of  pine  forest  areas  on  Long  Pine  Key  was  approved  in  draft  by 
Regional  Forester  Arnold  and  submitted  for  final  consideration. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  The  significant  drop  in 
water  level  curtailed  airboat  operations  in  the  Rodger s  and 
Lostman*s  River  areas  by  ranger  personnel.  The  spotty  rains  failed 
to  maintain  a  constant  water  level  with  the  result  that  desired 
airboat  patrols  were  impossible. 

Two  boat  search  and  rescue  missions  off  Cape  Sable  were 
successfully  accomplished.  These  rescues  involved  a  disabled 
cruiser  and  an  "escaped"  boat. 

Members  of  the  Protection  Division  devoted  considerable 
time  toward  assisting  with  the  Everglades  National  Park  Research 
Conference.  Research  problems  pertaining  to  the  Florida  Bay  area 
was  presented  at  the  Conference  by  the  Chief  Pari:  Ranger  and  members 
of  the  Protection  force  served  as  guides  on  field  trips  and  attended 
meetings . 

An  elderly  victim  of  a  stroke  was  picked  up  8  miles  west 
of  the  Park  entrance  station  hiking  along  the  new  road  right  of  way. 
He  was  brought  to  headquarters  where  identification  was  made.  He 
was  later  picked  up  by  his  daughter  and  returned  to  his  home. 

Word  was  received  that  Karl  von  Schallern  who  had  been 
ordered  to  appear  before  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  on  a  speeding  charge 
on  January  2k,   1957,  and  failed  to  do  so,  finally  decided  to  plead 
guilty  in  Chicago  in  order  to  prevent  extradition  to  Florida  to 
face  the  charge.  The  result  of  the  court  action  is  not  known  at 
this  time. 

Rangers  investigated  a  break-in  of  the  Bureau  of  Public 
Roads  construction  office  at  the  junction  of  the  Flamingo  Road 
and  the  Royal  Palm  spur.  This  violation  resulted  in  the  theft  of 
a  $12  drawing  set.  Other  items  of  greater  value,  though  molested, 
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\tetd  riot  taken*  Heavy  road  equipment  belonging  to  the  R«  E«  Mils 
Construction  Co*  was  tampered  frith  at  approximately  the  same  time, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  same  party  is  responsible* 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Bruce  Shaw  was  called  to  Badlands 
National  Monument  to  appear  in  a  Federal  Court  as  a  witness  involving 
a  shooting  incident. 


The  follotring  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities  for  the 


month: 


Boat  2, 665 

Airboat  3U3 

Patrol  Car  or  Truck     5,863 
Airplane  150 

Glades  Buggy  8 

Total 9,029  miles 

The  hurricane  plan  for  Everglades  National  Park  is  in  the 
last  stages  of  revision.  The  growth  of  the  Park  has  added  to  the 
complexity  of  the  plan. 

Complaints :  Concessioner  sightseeing  boats  made  a  change 
in  operating  procedure,  resulting  in  trips  being  made  to  accommodate 
any  number  of  passengers.  This  practice  has  resulted  in  a  sharp 
decrease  of  verbal  complaints  from  the  long  Park  visitor  who  had 
counted  on  the  boat  trip  only  to  find  the  boats  not  running  because 
of  a  minimum  passenger  limit. 

Fire  Protection:  One  nohstatistlcal  fire  occurred  during 
the  month  as  a  result  of  a  lightning  strike.  This  fire  burned  some 
30  acres  but  was  extinguished  by  rain  before  suppression  activity 
could  be  put  into  effect. 

Three  fire  equipment  demonstrations  were  presented  to  a 
total  of  30  Cub  Scouts. 

All  fire  towers  were  closed  for  the  summer  season  and 
necessary  maintenance  work  of  these  towers  completed. 

Twelve  miles  of  fire  roads  have  been  rockplowed  on  Long 
Pine  Key.  The  roads  are  being  graded  and  are  now  passable  for  our 
fire  equipment. 

Everglades  Boundary  Bill;  Mr.  Beard  went  to  Uashington 
to  attend  the  Senate  Hearing  on  S.  1790,  "To  fix  the  boundaries  of 
•Everglades  National  Park,  Florida,  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  acquire  lands  therein  and  to  provide  for  the  transfer 
of  certain  land  not  included  within  said  boundary  and  for  other 
purposes, 
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Design  and  Construction 


Plans,  Maps,  and  Surveys:  Planting  plans  for  environs  of  the 
Flamingo  visitor  center  "building  and  a  tree  planting  plan  for  the 
Flamingo  campground  and  picnic  area  have  been  completed  and  forwarded 
for  review.  Ihe  planting  plan  for  the  Flamingo  marina  area  is  in 
preparation. 

Preliminary  plans  for  overnight  accommodations  at  Flamingo 
were  approved. 

Approximately  715  small  coconut  plants  donated  to  the  park 
were  planted  in  the  Flamingo  campground. 

Student  Technicians  Floyd  ':!.   Zimmerman  and  Thomas  VI.  Driscoll 
entered  on  duty  June  10  and  June  27,  respectively. 

New  Construction:  Messrs.  Cron  and  Tarwater  of  the  Bureau 
of  Public  Roads  made  an  inspection  of  new  park  road  surfaces. 

Semi-final  and  final  inspections  were  mD.de  of  park  road 
sections  1AU-4A1-5A1-50A1  and  1A0. 

Architect  Donald  S.  Ilutt  of  the  Eastern  Office  of  Design 
and  Construction  inspected  building  construction  at  Flamingo. 

{ 

George  W.  Fry 

Acting  Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  July  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report  '     ^^ 

,        for 

EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 
VISITORS: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 

PERSONNEL: 


COOPERATION  WITH  GOVERN- 
MENTAL AGENCIES: 

COOPERATION  WITH  NON 

GOVERNMENTAL  AGENCIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


RESEARCH  AMD  OBSERVATION: 


PROTECTION: 


FIRE  PROTECTION" 


Thundershowers  prevalent  during  the 

month.  \ 

l8fj   increase  over  same  month  last  year,    1 

Ernie  Hill,  Chicago  Daily  News 
correspondent,  among  others. 

Meeting  between  Governor  and  Seminole 
Indians  attended  by  Ranger.  2 

Critical  vacancy  in  Lostman's  River 

area.  2 

Park  rangers  assisted  Border  Patrol.      2 


Group  from  Pa.  State  University  making 

6- week  study  of  peat  deposits  of  Shark 

River  area.  University  of  Miami  Marine 

Lab  group  began  6-month  shrimp  study. 

Conferences  held  on  plans  for  1957-58 

marine  studies  by  NPS  and  University 

of  Miami  group.  3 

Flamingo  Museum  exhibit  material  being 
gathered.  New  labels  for  Royal  Palm 
Station.  Mangrove  area  in  Coot  Bay 
vicinity  explored.  3 

Total  interpretive  contacts  for  month 

was  21,331.  3 

Biology  Report  of  Initial  Study  and 
Development  Survey  of  Virgin  Island 
National  Park  completed.  k 

Lostman's  River  Ranger  Station  closed. 
Night  patrols  made  to  curb  alleged 
frogging.  Three  men  arrested  for 
hunting  in  park.  Hurricane  Warning 
Plan  distributed.  Netting  rules 
interpretation  being  sought.  Patrol 
mileage  for  month  was  7>578»  h 

10  miles  of  fire  roads  graded  and  rolled 

on  Long  Pine  Key.  Two  fires  in  park.     5 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


July  1957 


General 

Heather  Conditions;  Water  throughout  the  glades  area  is 
more  plentiful  then  it  has  been  for  sooe  tine  since  normal  July 
rainfall  occurred  throughout  the  park.  All  precipitation  recorded 
cane  as  a  result  of  thunders torus. 

The  following  is  the  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max  Ter.rp: 

Mean  i'hx. 

Min  Temp: 

Mean  Min.: 

Rainfall: 

:   95   : 

1   91.7   1 

!   68   j 

:  71.3    : 

k.66"     \ 

:   93   i 

:   88 

:   71   i 

.  7^     ; 

I  9.36"  ; 

:   99 

i   93.7 

:   71 

;  lh.2 

:  10.26"  ! 

:   91 

:   39.3 

:   73 

i  70.5 

:  6.35"  1 

Royal  Pain  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Key  Largo  Station 

Average  precipitation  ibr  the  park  was  7«66  inches  as 
compared  to  the  3*9  inches  of  July  last  year  and  the  Taylor  Slough 
water  guage  registered  2.20  feet  on  July  31  ^s  compared  to  1.20  feet 
on  the  corresponding  date  last  year. 

Increase  in  Travel:  The  total  visitation  for  the  month 
was  23,715  people.  This  is  an  increase  of  3>6^U  people  or  18^  over 
the  same  period  for  1956.  Two  hundred  and  forty- two  concessioner  boats 
and  approximately  300  private  "boats  left  the  Marina  during  July. 

Visitors:  James  P.  Gilligan,  University  of  California, 
working  under  a  Ford  Foundation  Fellowship  and  making  study  of  the 
larger  United  States  wilderness  areas. 

Ernie  Hill,  Chicago  DAily  News,  London,  England. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carleton  Smith,  formerly  of  Yosemite  National  Park, 

Melvin  W.  Moore,  U.  3.  Weather  Bureau,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
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Special  Activities;  District  Park  Ranger  Borgnan  attended 
the  meeting  between  Governor  Collins  and  members  of  the  Seminole 
Indian  tribe  held  at  Jimmy  Tiger's  Village.  This  nee ting  was  held 
to  better  acquaint  the  Governor  with  the  problems  confronting  the 
Seminole  Indians,  and  to  permit  the  Indians  to  present  their  desires 
relative  to  acquiring  lands  north  of  the  Tamiami  Trail. 

Administration 

Personnel:  Park  Ranger  Chester  B.  Bise  resigned  from  the 
Service  on  July  20.  Bise's  resignation  leaves  a  critical  vacancy 
in  the  Lostman's  River  area. 

Paul  A.  Larson  entered  on  duty  as  a  seasonal  park  ranger 
on  July  1. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State,  or  Local  Agencies: 
i-iembers  of  the  U.  S.  Border  Patrol  have  been  in  the  Flamingo  area 
periodically  during  the  month  checking  on  possible  illegal  activities. 
A  thorough  check  of  boating  activities  in  the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Key 
was  made  by  Border  Patrolmen  in  the  presence  of  District  Park  Ranger 
Senne  on  July  19.  At  month's  end  a  Border  Patrol  craft  was  based  at 
Flamingo  and  personnel  were  checking  on  possible  illegal  traffic 
throughout  the  Florida  Bay  and  Gulf  Coast  area. 

Cooperating  Hon -Governmental  Agencies:  The  success  of  the 
June  research  conference  was  underlined  by  the  initiation  of  two 
research  projects  and  the  advance  of  another  to  the  stage  of  active 
planning. 

Dr.  William  Spackman  and  associates  from  Pennsylvania  State 
University  established  themselves  on  houseboats  at  Flamingo  beginning 
a  6-week  investigation  of  the  peat  deposits  of  the  Shark  River  area. 
The  group  is  interested  in  determining  the  exact  vegetational  history 
of  the  site  as  indicated  by  fossil  pollens,  macrofossils,  and  radio- 
carbon dating  at  various  levels  in  the  peat  deposits.  They  also 
hope  to  obtain  information  concerning  the  effects  of  environmental 
changes  upon  the  structure  of  peat.  The  present  work  is  regarded  as 
preliminary  and  the  study  will  be  continued  in  later  years,  if  results 
appear  to  justify  extension  of  the  project. 

Mr.  Durbin  Tabb  of  the  University  of  Miami  Marine  Laboratory 
began  a  6-month  shrimp  study  jointly  supported  by  the  Florida  State 
Board  of  Conservation  and  the  Marine  Laboratory.  The  study  will  in- 
volve the  areas  from  Coot  Bay  to  Ponce  de  Leon  Bay  and  from  Flamingo 
to  Middle  Cape  Canal.  Its  object  is  to  analyze  the  hydrographic 
characteristics  and  bottom  communities  of  these  waters  particularly 
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as  they  relate  to  the  ecology  of  larval  and  juvenile  shrimp.  Large 
scale  tagging  and  color  narking  (with  vital  dyes)  of  shrimp  is  planned 
in  an  effort  to  test  the  belief  that  Gulf  Coast  and  Florida  Bay  waters 
of  the  Park  may  be  the  major  rearing  grounds  for  the  shrimp  of  the 
Tortugas  fishery.  District  Ranger  Senne  and  the  Park  Biologist  ac- 
companied Mr.  Tabb  and  Mr,  Kneeland  McIIulty  of  the  Marine  Laboratory 
on  an  initial  trip  into  the  Whitewater  Bay  area  of  July  15 . 

Messrs,  Fredine,  Beard,  Christensen,  and  Park  Biologist 
Robertson  conferred  with  Dr.  Idyll  and  other  staff  members  of  the 
Marine  Laboratory  on  July  30  with  regard  to  plans  for  1957-58  marine 
studies  to  be  supported  by  IT.P.S,  research  funds.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  most  feasible  and  necessary  initial  study  was  a  descriptive  and 
statistical  summary  of  the  commercial  and  sports  fisheries  of  Florida 
Bay.  It  is  hoped  that  the  study  can  include  a  complete  creel  census 
of  sports  fishermen's  catches  at  Flamingo  carried  out  on  a  cooperative 
basis  of  national  Park  Service,  Everglades  Park  Co.,  and  Marine 
Laboratory  personnel . 

Dr.  Idyll  indicated  that  it  may  also  be  possible  to  extend 
the  activities  of  two  currently  operative  Marine  Laboratory  projects 
(Taxonomic  and  Distributional  Survey  of  So  th  Florida  Marine  Fish; 
Classification  and  Mapping  of  Marine  Bottom  Communities)  into  Florida 
Bay. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  Considerable  time  and  effort  was 
emended  during  the  month  to  secure  exhibit  material  for  the  Flamingo 
Museum. 

Exploration  of  the  mangrove  area  in  the  Coot  Bay  vicinity 
continued  in  an  effort  to  find  the  most  desirable  location  for  the 
mangrove  trail  and  parking  lot.  The  mosquito  hords  and  oppressive 
heat  makes  this  a  time-consuming  task. 

Hew  labels  for  the  eiiiibits  at  Royal  Palm  Station  have  been 
made  and  installed. 

Interpretive  Services:  Assistant  Superintendent  Fry  gave 
a  talk  on  IHSSIOU  66  at  the  Iiialeah- Miami  Springs  Lions  Club  meeting 
with  39  in  attendance. 

Except  for  that  one  talk,  all  interpretive  talks  this  month 
were  given  in  the  park.  The  reopening  of  the  parking  lot  made  the 
use  of  the  Royal  Palm  area  much  more  popular  but  heavy  and  continuous 
mosquito  infestation  made  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  practically  useless. 
A  surprising  number  of  visitors  -  approaching  90$  -  walked  along  the 
obliterated  road  to  visit  the  Anhinga  Trail.  There  was  a  noticeable 


EVERGLADES  IIATTOITAL  PARK  -  Page  Three 


reduction  in  the  number  of  visitors  who  return  to  the  Royal  Pain  area 
after  visiting  the  Flamingo  area. 

Total  interpretive  contacts  for  the  month  was  21,331. 

Research  and  Observations;  During  the  month  the  Park 
Biologist  completed  the  Biology  Report  of  the  Initial  Study  and 
Development  Survey  of  Virgin  Island  National  Park  and  began  work 
on  the  checklist  portion  of  the  Everglades  bird  book. 

July  bird  records  of  interest  included:  white-crowned 
pigeons  in  the  Coot  Bay  area;  cattle  egret  at  Flamingo;  and  burrowing 
owl  at  the  east  Park  entrance. 

Operation 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  The  Ranger  Station  at 
Lostnan's  River  was  closed  for  an  undetermined  length  of  time  with 
the  resignation  of  Chester  B.  Bise.  This  area  is  heavily  used  by 
commercial  fishermen  of  alleged  questionable  character  and,  con- 
sequently, it  is  possible  that  Park  wildlife  might  be  suffering. 

District  Park  Ranger  Borgman  made  numerous  night  patrols 
along  the  east  boundary  of  the  Park  in  an  effort  to  curtail  what 
appears  to  be  illegal  "frogging"  in  this  area. 

The  new  bridge  at  Flamingo  was  opened  to  traffic.  The 
"plug"  in  Buttonwood  Creek  is  still  intact,  much  to  the  disappointment 
of  numerous  fishermen.  This  fill  will  be  removed  in  the  near  future, 
allowing  boat  traffic  into  Whitewater  Bay  from  Flamingo,  It  is 
expected  that  the  traffic  into  this  area  will  place  an  ac&itional 
load  on  protection  personnel  in  the  Cape  Sable  District. 

Possible  illegal  netting  practices  in  Florida  Bay  were 
investigated  by  Park  Ranger  V/inte,  Silver  mullet  nets  were  being 
used  to  deliberately  net  other  species  of  fish.  Legal  action  is 
still  pending  dependent  upon  word  from  the  State  Board  of  Conservation 
as  to  their  interpretation  of  certain  rules  and  regulations  pertinent 
to  this  case. 

Three  men  hunting  in  the  park  were  apprehended.  All  were 
cited  in  the  U.  S.  Commissioner's  Court  and  hearing  will  be  held  in 
August. 

The  Hurricane  Warning  Plan  for  Everglades  national  Park  was 
completed  during  the  month  and  all  male  employees  given  a  copy  so 
that  they  might  know  the  part  they  will  play  should  a  hurricane  alert 
be  ordered.  The  warning  plan  was  also  distributed  to  members  of  the 
Everglades  Park  Co.,  Region  One,  EODC,  and  the  Director's  Office. 
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The  following  Is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities  for  the 
month: 


Boat 

1,263 

Airboat 

552 

Car  and  Truck 

5,M3 

Airplane 

350 

—-Off 

Fire  Protection:  One  statistical  fire  and  one  non- 
statistical  fire  occurred  during  the  month.  Both  fires  were  the 
result  of  lightning,  each  burning  approximately  200  acres.  Both 
fires  were  extinguished  by  rain  prior  to  active  suppression. 

Approximately  10  miles  of  fire  roads  were  graded  and 
rolled  on  Long  Pine  Key  to  bring  this  Pine  Key  under  a  better  fire 
protection  plan.  Eighteen  gate  posts  were  installed  at  strategic 
points  on  these  roads.  Chain  barriers  and  locks  are  installed  on 
the  gates. 
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Design  and  Construction 

Plans,  Maps,  and  Surveys:  Working  drawings  for  overnight 
accommodations  and  grading  for  same  at  Flaming  were  approved. 

Preliminary  plans  for  sewage  disposal  at  Flamingo  were  revievred 
and  approval  withheld  pending  further  study. 

Preliminary  plans  for  water  supply  and  working  drawings  of  the 
electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo  were  approved. 

New  Construction:  Park  Engineer  Mikell  of  this  office  and 
Landscape  Architect  Clark  of  the  Eastern  Office,  Division  of  Design  and 
Construction,  made  a  semi-final  inspection  of  the  on-the-job  quarters  at 
Flamingo. 

Final  inspections  were  made  of  Park  Road  Sections  1A3,  1A^, 
and  1A9. 

Mr.  Obenschain  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  made  an  insepction 
of  the  new  Park  road  and  the  bridges  over  Taylor  Slough  and  Flamingo 
Canal . 


sA«<<//f,//f«,J 


Daniel  B.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  August  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


I 
WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 
BUILDING  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


COOPERATION  WITH  OTHER 
FEDERAL,  ETC.,  AGENCIES: 


COOPERATION  WITH  NON- 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 
SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 
INTERPRETIVE  SERVICE: 
RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 


Page 


Tenperatures  above  normal, 
above  five  year  average. 


Rain 


23; 886  visitors.  Increase  of 
30.3$  over  sane  period  last  year. 

See  Page  5 

Annual  leave  prevalent  this  month. 

One  seasonal  returned  to  duty. 
One  District  Ranger  on  training 
assignment  at  Fort  Jefferson 

One  contractor's  employee  injured 
Two  minor  automobile  accidents 

Inspections  completed  in  two 
Districts 

Day  markers  installed  -  Little 
Shark  River  to  north  end  of 
Buttonwood  Creek 


Marine  Biologist  from  University 
of  Miami  here  for  research  work. 
Peat  Study  Team  from  Penn  State 
continuing  work. 

Flamingo  Museum  materials  nearly 
all  secured. 

One  TV  and  one  radio  program 
resulted  in  attracting  visitors 

Total  interpretive  contacts  for 
month  -  20,265. 

Check-list  for  Everglades  bird  book 
2/3  completed.  New  rookery 
discovered.  No  birds  at  East  River 
Rookery.  Cuthbert  rookery  again 
active.  Alligator  and  crocodile 
populations  appear  to  be  growing. 
Man- 0- War  birds  seen  at  Porjoe  Key. 
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Sunmary  of  the  August  1937  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


RANGER  SERVICE: 
COMPLAINTS: 
FIRE  PROTECTION: 

PLANS,  MAPS,  AND  SURVEYS; 

NEW  CONSTRUCTION* 


Two  night  rescues.  Patrols. 

Verbal  complaints  on  road 

Five  lightning  caused  fires. 
One  "backfired  at  perimeter  of 
proposed  controlled  "burn  area 

Sketches  for  design  of  Flamingo 
picnic  and  camping  area  equip- 
ment . submitted • 

Bids  for  Flamingo  Water  Supply 
Line  and  Standby  Pump  opened. 
Construction  started  on  overnight 
accommodations,  by  concessioner 


Page 
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In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTI-ENT  OF  TILE  IIJTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  IIATIONAL  PARK 
P.   0.  BOX  275 
HOI'ESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  IJARRATIVE  REPORT 

FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
August  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Weather  records  show  that  the  month  of 
August  was  considerably  wetter  and  somewhat  warmer  than  normal.  The 
Tamiami  Ranger  Station  reported  a  high  reading  of  99°  f°r  the  month. 
Hie  average  rainfall  was  7«9^  inches,  more  than  two  inches  above  the 
five  year  average. 

The  follox/ing  is  the  weather  summary  for  the  month  of  August: 


:Max.  Temp.: 

Mean  1-hx.  • 

I'iin.   Temp. 

Mean  iiin. 

Rainfall : 

:       940         : 

!     91.5°     ! 

690 

;     72.6° 

.     6.15"    : 

!       99°        ! 

:       --        : 

;  71°   ; 

:       —         : 

!  11.26"   *: 

I      9^°       ; 

:     90. ^°     : 

i  70°    ; 

!    7^5°     i 

!    8.39"  : 

;  91° 

;     89. U° 

:      73° 

:    77.1° 

5.97"   :' 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Key  Largo  Station 

Numerous  thunderstorms  deposited  sufficient  amounts  of  water 
in  the  glades  to  raise  the  water  level  appreciably.  In  the  Royal  Palm 
area  water  has  been  high  enough  to  wash  out  a  portion  of  the  Anhinga 
Trail,  and  flow  across  the  old  road  in  the  vicinity  of  the  trail  takeoff. 
Hater  in  Taylor  Slough  is  the  highest  it  has  been  for  several  years.  The 
gauge  registered  3»90  feet,  which  is  1.07  feet  higher  than  for  the  same 
date  a  year  ago. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  A  total  of  23,886  visitors 
entered  the  park  during  the  month.  This  is  an  increase  of  5*552  or 
30.3  per  cent  over  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 

The  District  Ranger  at  Royal  Palm  reports  visitors  this 
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were  from  forty  states,  3  United  States  Territories,  3  Canadian  Provinces, 
and  the  following  foreign  countries:  Argentina,  Australia,  Belgium, 
Colcmbia,  Cuba,  Curacas,  England,  Finland,  Philippine  Islands,  Spain, 
Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Vcnzucla. 

The  District  Park  Hanger  reports  a  decided  increase  in  "boat 
traffic  from  the  Flamingo  Marina.  A  total  of  752  hoatsi  including  252 
concessioner  skiffs,  left  the  ihrina  during  August*  The  main  reason  for 
this  increase  appears  to  be  the  opening  of  the  Buttonwood  Canal. 

Administration 

Miscellaneous:  Humorous  personnel  from  all  Divisions  took 
annual  leave  during  this  period. 

Ralph  C.  Johnston  entered  on  duty  August  23  as  a  Seasonal  Park 
/  Ranger  and  was  stationed  at  Tamiami  Station.  He  was  employed  to  cover 
'  this  station  during  the  absence  of  District  Park  Ranger  Eorgman  who  is 

at  Fort  Jefferson  National  vbnument  on  a  special  training  assignment  as 

Acting  Superintendent. 

Safety  and  Health:  Tiro  automobile  accidents  occurred  during 
the  month.  Ho  personal  injuries  were  incurred. 

An  R.  E.  Mills  Construction  Company  employee  sustained  two 
fractured  legs  when  thrown  from  a  piece  of  heavy  duty  earth-moving 
machinery. 

Euilding  Fire  Protection:  Annual  fire  extinguisher  inspections 
were  completed  and  followup  inspections  of  building  fire  hazards  were 
made  in  the  Cape  Sable  and  Royal  Palm  Districts. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  other  Federal>  State,  or  Local  Agencies:  The 
U.  S  Coast  Guard  completed  the  marking  of  the  small  boat  route  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Little  Shark  River  to  the  north  end  of  Buttonwood  Creek. 
Day  markers  only  were  installed. 

Cooperating  Non-Government  Agencies:  Mr.  Durbin  Tabb  and 
Mr.  David  Dubrow,  Marine  biologists  from  the  University  of  Miami  Marine 
Laboratory  moved  into  Government  quarters  at  Coot  Bay.  They  report 
their  work  is  progressing  well  and  much  interesting  research  data  are 
being  obtained. 

The  Penn  State  Peat  Study  Team  is  still  in  the  Coot  Bay-Cape 
Sable  area  and  is  continuing  work. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  Much  of  the  time  of  one  member  of 
the  Naturalist's  staff  was  devoted  to  the  collection  of  material  for  use 
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in  the  Flamingo  Museum.  Contacts  were  made  with  a  great  number  of 
organizations  and  individuals  for  film,  photographs,  and  specimens.  At 
the  end  of  the  month  most  of  the  required  material  had  "been  acquired. 
Some  items  are  still  to  arrive  and  only  a  few  have  proved  impossible  to 
attain. 

Special  Activities:  As  a  result  of  a  Park  Ranger  program 
carried  on  television  station  WCKT  in  Miami  on  August  28  quite  a  number 
of  visitors  indicated  they  were  attracted  to  the  park.  The  program  was 
a  very  fine  one,  doing  a  rather  good  job  of  presenting  some  of  the  values 
of  the  park  and  the  problem  of  protecting  the  priceless  features  in  it. 

On  August  27  Chief  Naturalist  Christensen  and  Naturalist  Nancy 
Larson  appeared  on  the  program  "A  Woman's  World"  over  radio  station  WCKT. 
This  was  an  interview  program  particularly  designed  to  explain  the  duties 
and  qualifications  of  a  woman  naturalist  and  the  hopes  of  the  MISSION  66 
program  in  the  National  Park  Service. 

Interpretive  Service;  With  the  lessening  of  the  mosquito 
nuisance  along  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  because  of  fogging  and  natural 
controls  guided  walks  were  resumed.  A  total  of  eight  scheduled  and  one 
special  walks  were  given.  Attendance  at  the  2:15  talk  remained  rela- 
tively high  with  1,287  visitors  attending.  Two  talks  were  given  outside 
the  park  to  service  clubs  in  nearby  areas.  Although  somewhat  confused 
by  the  changes  in  the  approach  to  the  Royal  Palm  Station  visitors  do 
walk  to  the  Anhinga  Trail.  They  seem  to  appreciate  the  pond-side  walk 
very  much.  Total  interpretive  contacts  for  the  month  were  20,265. 

Research  and  Observations:  The  Park  Biologist  devoted  most 
of  the  month  to  work  on  the  check-list  portion  of  the  Everglades  National 
Park  bird  book,  and  to  field  observations  intended  to  fill  gaps  in  our 
present  knowledge  of  certain  bird  species  in  the  park.  The  check-list  is 
now  approximately  two-third  complete. 

An  active  new  bird  rookery  was  discovered  on  islands  in  Rogers 
Bay.  Air  flights  near  it  showed  some  150-200  birds  nesting. 

The  East  River  rookery  was  inspected  and  no  birds  of  any  kind 
were  observed.  Cuthbert  rookery  again  is  active  with  from  75  to  100 
American  egrets  and  numerous  cormorants  in  the  vicinity. 

Three  or  four  alligators  have  moved  into  Coot  Bay  with  the 
freshening  of  the  water.  The  patrolling  Park  Ranger  reports  seeing 
many  alligators  of  all  sizes  in  the  headwaters  of  the  Shark  River.  Three 
different  alligators  have  been  seen  in  Paurotis  Pond  and  one  has  been 
noticed  frequenting  the  Flamingo  Marina. 

All  known  active  crocodile  nests  in  the  Florida  Bay  area 
hatched  during  the  month  with  apparent  good  results.  An  attempt  to  find 
unhatched  eggs  failed. 

The  Florida  Bay  District  Park  Ranger  reports  150  Man- 0- War 
birds  seen  regularly  at  Porjoe  Key. 
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Young  white -crowned  pigeons  were  noticed  flying  on  Butternut 
Key  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month.  An  inspection  of  several  nests 
revealed  numerous  eggs  still  being  incubated  therefore  the  nesting  period 
of  these  birds  evidently  covers  quite  a  period  of  time. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  The  opening  of  Buttonwood 
Creek  to  boat  traffic  has  necessitated  increased  boat  patrol  in  the 
Whitewater  Bay  Area.  Signs  governing  boat  speeds  in  Tarpon  and  Buttonwood 
Creeks  have  been  erected  in  an  effort  to  prevent  boat  collisions. 

Two  search  and  rescue  operations  involving  boats  were  success- 
fully carried  out.  Both  were  night  operations;  one  was  a  party  lost  in 
the  Shark  River  and  the  other  a  party  in  a  disabled  boat  in  Florida  Bay. 

The  District  Park  Ranger  in  the  Royal  Palm  section  of  the  park 
made  several  late  afternoon  and  evening  patrols  to  check  on  reported 
firearms  violations  and  vandalism. 

The  following  cases  were  held  in  U.  S.  Commissioner's  Court  this 
month.  Two  involved  traffic  violations  and  the  third  illegal  possession 
of  firearms.  One  violator  was  given  6-months  probation;  the  others 
received  fines  of  $25  each.  A  fine  of  $20  was  imposed  for  a  speeding 
violation  while  a  fine  of  $100  and  a  30-day  suspended  jail  sentence  was 
given  for  a  reckless  driving  charge. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities  for  the  month: 

Boat  1,250 

Car  6,975 

Airplane  1,080 

Air  Boat  91 

Glades  Buggy  10 

Total 9,406 

Complaints :  The  condition  of  the  road  through  the  "Hole-in- 
the-Doughnut"  section  again  brought  forth  numerous  verbal  complaints 
from  park  visitors.  Frequent  rains  and  increased  traffic  brought  about 
conditions  making  bad  road  conditions. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  Five  fires  occurred  during  the  month. 
Two  were  statistical  and  with  the  exception  of  one,  were  lightning  caused. 
A  total  of  1,7^5  acres  burned  with  1,555  of  these  being  within  the  park 
boundary.  One  of  the  fires  started  in  one  of  the  blocks  scheduled  to 
be  burned  under  the  proposed  Long  Pine  Key  Fire  Control  Plan.  The 
perimeter  of  this  particular  block  was  backfired  as  a  control  measure. 
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Flans f   Maps  and  Surveys;  Preliminary  studies  suggesting 
design  for  Flamingo  camp  and  picnic  ground  drinking  fountains,  charcoal 
stoves,  and  table  and  bench  combinations  were  forwarded  to  EODC  with 
the  request  that  final  drawings  be  prepared  there. 

Ifcw  Construction:  On  August  27  bids  for  the  Flamingo  water 
supply  line  and  stand-by  pump  were  opened.  Joe  Reincrtson,  Inc.,  of 
Miami,  Florida  submitted  the  low  bid.  Contract  number  lU-lO-lll-85 
has  been  awarded  this  company,  for  a  total  of  $184, 582.14. 

Grass  planted  on  the  shoulders  and  slopes  of  Section  1AU  of 
the  new  park  road  adjacent  to  Royal  Palm  Ranger  Station  has  been 
favored  by  seasonal  rains  and  is  doing  very  well. 

Rough  grade  fill  has  been  placed  and  construction  started  on 
the  concessioner  Visitor  Overnight  Accommodations. 

Mr.  Lessign,  architect  in  the  Director's  office  made  a  get- 
acquainted  tour  of  the  park  during  the  month. 

Mr.  Stump,  engineer  from  EODC  returned  August  26  to  supervise 
the  construction  of  the  water  supply  line  to  Flamingo. 

Mr.  Benson  of  EODC  made  a  monthly  inspection  of  the  architectural 
construction  work  in  progress. 


George  W.  Fry  l 

Acting  Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  September  1957  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 


TRAVEL: 


Rainfall  near  normal.  Many  cloudy, 
humid  days  with  numerous  showers 


Page 
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lj-1.6%  increase  in  travel  as  compared 
to  same  month  last  year.  1 


VISITORS: 


Three  Congressmen,  members  of  Florida 
Department  of  State,  Fresh  Water  Fish 
Commission  and  faculty  member  of 
Florida  A  &  M.  2 


PERSONNEL: 


One  employee  converted  to  career 
appointment.  One  District  Ranger 
promoted  and  transferring.  Three 
additions  to  roster 


COOPERATION: 


Final  inspection  by  U.  S.  Coast 
Guard  of  channel  markers  in  park. 
Patrols  in  conjunction  with  Florida 
Wildlife  Officer  to  halt  reported 
deer  poaching. 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


Revised  interpretive  plan  of  park 
being  prepared.  Museum  materials 
approximately  complete  for  exhibits 

Royo-1  Palm  map  completed 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATIONS : 


Park  Biologist  checking  records  for 
bird  checklist  of  park.  Spoonbills 
are  beginning  to  gather  at  Ccwpens 
and  Porjoe  Keys.  Two  large  alligators 
appearing  daily  at  Flamingo  3 


PROTECTION: 


No  boat  rescues  at  Flamingo  for  month. 
Numerous  rescues  in  Florida  Bay  from 
Key  Largo  Ranger  Station.  Snake  nuisanke 
caused  removal  and  extermination  of  a 
number  of  rattlesnakes.  Speeding  boats 
Buttonwood  Creek  warned. 


FIRE  PROTECTION: 
COMPLAINTS: 


Several  new  extinguishers  installed   5 

Verbal  complaints  of  deer  eating  tomato 
plants,  and  of  posting  of  park  boundary 
by  farmers  5 


FIRE  PROTECTION: 


One  lightning  caused  fire  burned  50  acres 
in  park.  5 
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PLANS,  MAPS  &  SURVEYS: 


Suggested  layouts  of  water  dis- 
tribution  systems  in  Flamingo 
Camp  and  Picnic  grounds  prepared 
and  sent  to  EODC.  Planting  plan 
for  Flamingo  Visitor  Center 
prepared  and  forwarded. 


6 


NEW  CONSTRUCTION: 


Contract  awarded  for  pipe  line  to 
Flamingo.  Work  started.  Two  new 
water  wells  at  Flamingo  should  be 
complete  within  ten  days.  Overnight 
housing  accommodations  progressing 
satisfactorily.  New  radio  at 
Flamingo  appears  to  be  strongest 
in  park 
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In  reply  refer  to; 

A2823 

Reports,  Monthly ; 

Superintendent' s 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
September  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions:   Typical  weather  prevailed  with  many 
cloudy,  humid  days  and  numerous  showers.  Precipitation  was  general 
throughout  the  park.  All  stations  recorded  a  near  normal  amount. 
Again  Florida  escaped  the  onslaught  of  tropical  storms.   Hope  is 
running  high  that  another  hurricane  season  will  end  with  all  severe 
storms  missing  this  immediate  area. 

Readings  from  Park  stations  were  as  follows: 


Max.  Temp: Mean  Max 

Min  Temp 

:Mean  Min 

:  Rainfall: 

9h        • 

89.  h 

:    69   : 

72.5 

:   7.63  inches 

93 

:   89.5 

71 

7^3 

6.76   " 

100 

72 

,  11.51  " 

90 

!    87.3  ■ 

71 

76.2 

6.71  " 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Coot  Bay  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Key  Largo  Station 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  month  was  8. 15  inches.   This  is 
.86  inches  above  the  five-year  average.  Water  throughout  the  glades 
remained  fairly  high,  showing  a  drop  of  only  0.7  of  a  foot  during  the 
period.   The  month  end  reading  at  the  Taylor  Slough  water  gauge  was  3*20 
feet.   On  the  same  date  a  year  ago  the  reading  was  2.69  feet. 


Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:   Travel  for  the  month  showed  an 
increase  of  Ul.6  per  cent  over  the  same  period  in  1956.  A  total  of  21,384 
persons  entered  the  park  this  month  compared  to  15,096  during  1956. 
Visitation  for  this  travel  year  is  now  26.7  per  cent  higher  than  in  1956. 
It  still  appears  the  350,000  mark  will  be  reached  during  the  present 
travel  year.  Forty-two  states,  two  U.  S.  territories,  five  Canadian 
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Provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries  were  represented:  Australia, 
Brazil,  Cuba,  Denmark,  England,  Germany,  Guatamala,  Ireland,  Saudi  Arabia, 
Switzerland  and  Venezuela. 

Visitors:  Mrs.  Margaret  S.  Collins,  Professor  of  Biology, 
Florida  A  &  M,  Tallahassee,  Florida 

Mr.  Fred  Sturges,  Information  Officer,  Florida  Game  and  Freeh 
Water  Fish  Commission,  Tallahassee,  Florida 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Faust,  Department  of  State,  Reception  Center, 
Miami,  Florida 

Congressman  Dowdy  of  Texas 
Congressman  Sheehan  of  Illinois 
Congressman  Mumma  of  Pennsylvania 

Administration 

Personnel:  District  Ranger  Norton  M.  Bean  has  accepted  a 
promotion  and  transfer  to  Natchez  Trace  Parkway.  Ranger  Bean  will  be 
Assistant  Chief  Ranger  of  that  area.  He  will  report  for  duty  on  or  about 
October  21. 

Seasonal  Park  Ranger  Paul  A.  Larson  was  promoted  to  a  newly 
established  permanent  Park  Ranger  position  at  Flamingo  effective 
September  30*  As  no  family  housing  is  furnished  at  Flamingo,  he  will 
house  his  family  in  Homestead  while  he  will  live  in  the  bachelor  quarters 
provided  at  Coot  Bay.  This  is  position  GS-^53-5* 

Miss  Minnie  Ray  Brown  separated  to  accept  a  position  with  the 
National  Science  Foundation,  Washington,  D.  C,  effective  cob  9-1^-57 • 

Mrs.  Myrtle  B.  Ford  was  reinstated  to  the  position  of  Clerk- 
Typist,  GS-322-3,  effective  9-17-57- 

Mr.  Gayle  K.  Mulberry  was  given  and  accepted  limited  appointment 
as  Laborer,  Ungr.  at  Fort  Jefferson  National  Monument  effective  9-23-57. 

Mr.  Ralph  E.  Miele  was  converted  to  Career  Appointment  as 
Supervisory  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-^56-5  effective  9-11-57. 

Mrs.  Daurice  A.  Leneaux  was  promoted  to  Secretary  (Dictating 
Machine  Transcriber),  GS-318-5  position  vacated  by  Miss  Brown,  effective 
9-30-57. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies: 
Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Shaw  provided  transportation  and  guidance  for 
U.  S.  Coast  Guard  Officers  during  their  final  inspection  of  the  Coot  Bay- 
Whitewater  Bay  small  boat  channel  markers. 
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Some  assistance  was  given  the  Florida  Wildlife  Officer,  Mr. 
Johnson  in  an  attempt  to  stop  reported  deer  poaching  in  the  Hole~inr 
the-Doughnut.  Rangers  Bean  and  Gilbert  have  spent  some  night  hours 
working  in  conjunction!  with  Johnson. 

Homestead  Police  have  called  upon  Everglades  National  Park  to 
assist  in  the  handling  of  numerous  alligators  which  appeared  in  the 
City  of  Homestead. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  The  exhibit  plans  for  interpretive 
facilities  along  the  park  road  were  received  and  are  being  reviewed. 
Early  in  the  month  the  special  prospectus  for  the  Visitor  Center  was 
submitted.  A  revised  Interpretive  Plan  of  the  park  is  being  prepared. 

Materials  were  collected  for  the  museum  at  Flamingo.  A  number 
of  hard-to-get  items  remain  to  be  shipped. 

The  new  map  for  the  Royal  Palm  Station  has  been  completed, 
installed  and  provided  with  a  plate  glass  cover. 

Interpretive  Services:  Visitation  suffered  from  the  usual 
post-Labor  Day  slump.  Travel  by  tour  busses  furnished  respectable 
audiences  at  the  2:15  talks  scheduled  on  days  bus  tours  entered  the 
park.  The  abating  of  the  mosquito  nuisance  somewhat  brought  higher 
use  of  the  Gumbo  Limbo  trail. 

During  the  month  the  Bark  Naturalist  gave  a  talk  twice  on  the 
Miami  Educational  Television  Program,  Channel  2.  This  is  an  experi- 
mental program  strongly  backed  by  Governor  Collins.  Mr.  Christensen's 
talk  was  part  of  a  series  of  programs  presenting  America's  forests.  He 
specifically  pointed  out  the  difference  between  the  use  of  forests  by 
the  National  Park  Service  and  the  National  Forest  Service. 


month • 


A  total  of  33,301  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the 


Research  and  Observations :  The  Park  Biologist  has  completed 
the  first  draft  of  the  revised  checklist  of  birds  of  Everglades 
National  F~rk.  He  has  now  embarked  upon  an  extensive  program  of  check- 
ing with  ornithologists  who  have  worked  in  the  Park  to  verify  the  details 
of  important  records  mentioned  in  the  checklist. 

District  Ranger  Winte  reports  that  spoonbills  are  beginning  to 
gather  at  Cowpens  and  Porjoe  Keys.  He  reports  this  is  somewhat  early 
for  the  birds  to  start  congregating  preparatory  to  their  nesting. 

Two  large  alligators  are  making  daily  appearance  at  Flamingo 
and  seemingly  are  timing  their  arrival  with  the  period  of  greatest  fish 
cleaning.  They  are  evidently  attracted  to  the  area  by  the  pre:  ence  of 
fish  offal  in  the  water. 
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Early  morning  bird  observations  in  the  Paradise  Key  area  were 
continued  almost  daily  for  the  month.  Resulting  records  of  significance 
for  purposes  of  filling  in  blind  spots  in  the  checklist  included  the 
establishment  of  new  early  arrival  dates  in  the  Park  for  many  fall 
migrants,  and  observations  of  Swainson's  prothonotary  and  hooded  warblers 
and  the  western  kingbird.  Also  notable  was  an  observation  of  8  cattle 
egrets  at  Flamingo  on  September  7.  Perhaps  the  most  interesting  wildlife 
observation  of  the  month  was  that  of  a  pair  of  very  ambitious  eastern 
kingbirds  who  were  feeding  three  young  in  a  nest  near  the  Flamingo 
Ranger  Station  on  September  7,  at  a  time  when  many  individuals  of  their 
species  had  already  departed  southward  on  fall  migration. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  Rangers  at  Flamingo  were 
alerted  for  only  one  rescue  during  the  month.  A  Coast  Guard  rescue  plane 
obtained  the  aid  of  a  nearby  commercial  fisherman  to  handle  the  rescue 
rather  than  calling  the  National  Park  Service. 

District  Ranger  h'inte  reports  assisting  numerous  boats  in 
distress  in  Florida  Bay  during  the  month. 

Approximately  three  dozen  rattlesnakes  were  either  removed  to 
remote  areas  or  extermined  as  a  safety  measure  in  the  Royal  Palm  - 
Pine  ^sland  area.  A  combination  of  high  water,  migration,  and  search 
for  food  is  apparently  the  cause  of  this  infestation.  Twenty-nine  were 
removed  from  the  Pine  Island  residental  and  Utility  area. 

Four  miles  of  the  Long  Pine  Key  Road  were  chained  to  determine 
the  West  boundary  of  the  Hole-in-the-Doughnut.  Results  of  the  chaining 
were  inconclusive.  A  comprehensive  survey  is  needed  to  settle  farmer 
claims  and  to  provide  the  proper  location  of  the  park  boundary. 

District  Ranger  Borgman  is  still  on  special  assignment  at  F0rt 
Jefferson.  His  assignment  is  still  indefinite  pending  personnel  action 
and  selection  of  supervisory  personnel  for  that  National  Monument. 

Patrol  mileages  for  the  four  districts  were  as  follows: 

Boat  1,103 

Car  5,876 

Airplane  26l 

Airboat  180 

Glades  Buggies  - 

Total  7,U20 

Boat  patrol  mileage  was  low  during  the  month  due  to  lack  of 
personnel  and  mechanical  difficulties. 
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Court  actions  in  U.  S.  Commissioner's  Court  resulted  in  the 
following  actions:  One  speeding  case  fined  $2$;   k   illegal  possession 
of  firearms  in  the  park  fined  $£!0  each;  5  illegal  possession  of  fire* 
arms,  fined  $50  each,  and  suspended;  one  operating  automobile  without 
valid  operator's  permit,  fined  $2S>. 

Florida  Conservation  Officer  Johnson  arrested  four  individual^ 
near  Taylor  Slough  for  having  live  alligators  in  their  possession^ 
This  case  is  being  handled  by  the  State  and  is  still  pending* 

Rangers  in  the  Cape  Sable  District  are  endeavoring  to  curb 
boat  speeding  in  Buttonwood  and  Tarpon  Creeks.  S^gns  and  warning 
tickets  have  helped  greatly;  however,  some  individuals  fail  to  respond 
to  either.  Court  citations  appear  to  be  the  only  cure.  These  will  be 
used  in  the  near  future* 

Building  Fire  Protection:  Six  5-pound  and  one  25>-pound  dry 
chemical  fire  extinguishers  were  installed  at  strategic  points  at  the 
Pine  Island  Utility  area.  All  are  replacing  outdated  and  inoperative 
carbon  tetrachloride  type  extinguishers. 

Complaints:  Two  verbal  complaints  were  received  from  Iori 
Brothers,  tomato  farmers  near  Long  Pine  Key,  relative  to  deer  entering 
their  fields  from  perk  lands  and  destroying  tomato  plants.  This  com- 
plaint has  been  turned  over  to  State  officials  to  handle.  It  is 
understood  that  the  State  is  going  to  try  a  repellant  spray  in  an 
attempt  to  stop  the  depredations. 

Iori  Brothers  have  also  made  a  complaint  relative  to  the 
location  of  the  posted  park  boundary  around  their  property.  They 
contend  the  boundary  as  now  posted  is  well  within  their  property. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  A  revised  list  of  farmers  leasing 
lands  from  Dawal  Farms  was  secured  for  use  in  compiling  the  park 
neighbor  list  for  the  coming  fire  season.  Other  local  residents 
were  also  contacted  in  compiling  this  list. 

One  non-statistical  fire  occurred  during  the  month,  burning 
5>0  acres  of  grassland  within  the  park.  The  fire  resulted  from  five 
separate  lightning  strikes,  was  put  out  by  heavy  showers  following  a 
short  burning  period. 
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Design  and  Construction 

Plans ,  Maps  and  Surveys:  Suggested  layout  of  water  distribution 
systems  in  Flamingo  Camp  and  Picnic  Grounds  was  prepared  and  sent  to  EODC. 

Preliminary  study  of  exotic  planting  in  the  Flamingo  Visitor 
Center  was  prepared  and  forwarded  to  EODC. 

New  Construction:   Contract  has  been  awarded  for  the  i6r-mile 
water  line  to  supply  Flamingo  and  contractor  started  work  on  October  1. 

Bids  have  been  opened  for  the  electric  distribution  system  at 
Flamingo  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  contract  will  be  awarded  in 
the  near  future. 

A  contract  has  been  let  for  drilling  two  new  water  wells  to 
furnish  water  for  Flamingo  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  completed 
within  the  next  ten  days. 

Regardless  of  heavy  rains  construction  of  overnight  housing 
accommodations  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 

A  new  radio  installation  was  made  at  Flamingo  during  the 
month.  The  station,  operating  with  an  antenna  atop  the  Flamingo  water 
tower,  gives  promise  of  being  the  most  powerful  in  the  park. 

Visitors:  Mr.  D.  S.  Nutt  of  EODC  made  an  inspection  of 
buildings  under  construction  in  the  park. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Obenschain  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  inspected 
road  projects  under  construction. 


Daniel  B.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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UNITED  STATES 
P3D?ARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERV'CCS 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  2Y5 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUrJ Fpj TENDEIIT'S  MONTHLY  NA~.FAT.TVE  REIT ' *T 

FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

October  1957 


General 

Weather  Conditions :  The  month  saw  the  gradual  transition  from 
an  above  normal  rainy  season  to  a  near  normal  dry  season.  Rains  were 
general  throughout  the  early  part  of  the  month  and  were  "ushered"  out  by 
a  definite  change  to  fall -like  conditions  towards  the  end  of  the  month. 
Temperatures  for  the  month  were  near  normal  with  9^  degree  maximum  and  50 
degree  minimum  being  recorded.  Average  precipitation  for  the  month  was 
6.30  inches. 

The  readings  from  Park  stations  were  as  follows: 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Coot  Bay 
Key  Largo 
Tamiami 


Max.  Temp 

;Mean  Max 

■  Min .  Temp 

:Mean  Min 

:  Rainfall: 

90 

84.8  . 

.   52 

':       66.3  : 

6.61"   ! 

92   1 

84,9 

-   51 

:   67.2 

4.97"  ; 

88   i 

.  33.7 

57   : 

:   71.9  ! 

6.68"  I 

94   i 

91.3  : 

:   50   ; 

;   70.0  : 

6.96"  \ 

The  water  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  showed  a  3.10  foot  water  depth 
at  the  end  of  the  month.  On  the  same  date  a  year  ago  the  reading  was  oJ-i 
feet.  Water  throughout  the  Everglades  area  is  much  higher  than  during  any 
of  the  recent  years. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:   Travel  for  the  year  now  stands 
at  290,368,  or  15,270  more  visitors  than  was  recorded  during  all  of  1956. 
Traffic  figures  now  show  an  increase  of  26.6  per  cent  over  that  of  last 
year . 

A  total  of  22,112  persons  visited  the  park  during  the  past  month. 
This  is  an  Increase  of  6, 070  visitors  or  43.2  per  cent,  over  the  month  of 
October  1956. 
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Boat  traffic  this  nonth  fron  the  Flamingo  Marina  amounted,  to 
131  rental  boats  and  k^2   private  boats.  Thirty- three  sightseeing  tours 
left  Flamingo  accommodating  153  Park  visitors.  Forty- two  states,  two  U.  S. 
territories,  six  Canadian  Provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries 
were  represented:  Switzerland,  Austria,  Philippines,  Cuba,  France,  Italy, 
Germany,  England,  British  Honduras,  Australia,  Ireland,  Japan,  Denmark, 
British  West  Indies,  and  Panama. 

Visitors:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Burghard,  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 
Mr.  'Albert  S.  Burns,  Programs  and  Plans  Control  Officer,  Region  One 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Davis,  Regional  Personnel  Office,  Region  One* 

Administration 

Former  District  Ranger  Norton  M.  Bean  (GS-^-53-7)  promotion  and 
change  of  headquarters  to  Natchez  Trace  Parkway  (GS-4-53-8)  as  Assistant 
Chief  Ranger  was  effective  October  20. 

Mr.  John  R.  DeWeese,  former  Superintendent  at  Fort  Jefferson 
National  Monument  was  transferred  to  Fort  Caroline  as  Superintendent, 
GS-901-9,  effective  October  7. 

District  Ranger  Clifford  W.  Serine  was  assigned  to  the  Royal  Palm 
District  effective  October  20.  Mr.  Senne  previously  was  assigned  to  the 
Cape  Sable  District. 

District  Ranger  Ernest  Eorgman  was  assigned  to  the  Cape  Sable 
District  from  the  Taraiarai  District.  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Brvce  W0  Shaw 
has  been  designated  Acting  District  Ranger,  Cape  Sable  District  during  the 
time  that  Ranger  Eorgman  is  on  special  assignment  at  Fort  Jefrorson. 

Supervisory  Fire  Control  Aid  Ralph  Miele  was  promoted  to  Super- 
visory Park  Ranger,  GS-6  effective  October  6.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Chief 
longer 's  Office  to  work  as  Roving  Ranger'  throughout  the  Park,  No  re- 
placement has  been  selected  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  this  promotion. 

Wilmer  H.  Walker  entered  on  duty  as  Seasonal  Ranger,  GS-5, 
October  15.  Ranger  Walker  has  accepted  one  of  the  Everglades -Great  Smoky 
Mountain  transient  ranger  positions  and  will  serve  six  months  in  Great 
Smokies.  This  is  a  promotion  for  Mr.  Walker  effective  October  15 . 

Mr,  Dwi,-*ht  T.  Warren  was  given  a  temporary  2pi  ointment  as  Park 
Naturalist  GS-U52-5,  ffiDE  IO/3/58,  effective  10-4-57, 

Cooperative  Activitie e 

Cooperative  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Loc al  Agencie s :  The 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  sent  representatives  into  the  Park 
to  check  on  the  presence  of  screwoms  in  the  area,  Mr.  W.  D-  N  v. 
Entomologist  and  Mr.  Jack  J.  Horrell,  State  Livestock  Board  Inspector  are 
in  charge  of  the  program.  At  present  chey  are  doing  nothing  mo:-.-  Jchan 
running  a  series  of  fly  traps  in  an  effort  to  determine  if  the  screwworra 
is  present  in  this  area. 
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Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  Materials  for  the  Flamingo  Museum  have 
been  collected.  Only  a  few  of  the  tailend  Items  remain  to  be  secured.  Much 
effort  and  tine  has  been  necessary  to  acquire  items  for  exhibits.  Generally 
various  local  institutions  have  been  most  cooperative  in  supplying  needed 
materials . 

A  trip  was  made  to  the  Joree  Hammock  to  inspect  site  for  the 
interpretive  station  and  parking  lot.  At  present  the  road  to  the  hammock 
is  being  built  in  two  feet  of  water  on  a  foot  of  muck  and  marl.  The  site 
of  this  interpretive  station  is  truly  deep  in  a  wilderness  area,  an  area 
that  thus  far  has  been  visited  by  only  a  very  few  people,, 

A  terminating  section  to  the  Gumbo  Limbo  trail  has  been  finished. 
Labels  for  it  are  being  prepared.  Hew  labels  and  label  holders  for  the 
entire  trail  are  being  devised.  It  is  hoped  that  they  may  be  ready  for  the 
heavy  use  season  beginning  late  in  December a 

Dwight  Warren,  Seasonal  Naturalist,  has  begun  a  project  of  securing 
a  series  of  black-and-white  pictures  of  part,  and  wildlife  scenes,  This  will 
be  a  continuous  program  throughout  the  winter  season. 

Interpretive  Services;  Park  visitation  has  been  marked  by  mid- 
week low  and  heavy  weekend  traffic. 

The  park  experience  furnished  visitors  is  much  improved.   The 
mosquito  nuisance  has  aba  bed  and  there  is  an  interesting  wil;.dlif  j  show.     Birds 
and  alligators  are  returning.  Clear  water  and  an  abundance  of  all  kinds  of 
fish  is  providing  a  remarkable  fish  show. 

A  naturalist  regularly  mans  the  Royal  Palm  Station  each  afternoon 
and  all  day  on  weekends*  The  2:15  talk  was  regularly  scheduled  or.  all  days 
except  Monday  and  Wednesday.  Guided  walks  were  offered  twice  on  Sundays. 

A  total  of  39>385  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the 
month . 

Research  and  Observations:  The  District  Ranger  in  Florida  Eay 
reports  roseate  spoonbill,  activity  near  normal  and  birds  returning  to  all 
keys  where  nesting  occurred  last  year.  Eighty  adult  birds  were  counted  on 
one  patrol  trip  into  the  nesting  area. 

Material  for  the  Park  bird  checklist  has  been  reviewed  by  Dr. 
Moore,  and  preparation  of  a  preliminary  draft  for  mimeographing  is  underway. 
Correspondence  with  observers  resulted  in  clarification  of  a  number  of  old 
records . 

Great  white  and  great  blue  herons  were  fou^c*  nesting  on  Frpnk  Key 
and  Clive  Key  on  October  2.6   and  anhin  -  .  .  large  youv,g  in  the  new  on 
Kstober  20  at  a  small  rookery  in  Rodger3  R.i-cr  Be.y  f*>lco  nesting  :....-.;  -.n-.vQ 
American  and  snowy  egrets  and  Louisiana  h**«ons).  IFaese  appear  to    the 
first  lark  records  of  late  summer-early  fall  nesting  by  great  whites,  great 
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blues,  and  anhingas. 

Following  final  approval  of  the  prescribed  burning  plan  for  Long 
Pine  Key,  personnel  of  the  Protection  and  Interpretation  Divisions  net  to 
plan  future  action*  It  was  agreed  that  action  and  research  phases  of 
this  operation  should  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible.  District  Hanger  Senne 
and  the  Park  Biologist  will  plan  and  carry  out  theresearch  studies.  It  was 
agreed  that  careful  studies  are  of  extreme  importance  in  this  case  and  that 
they  should  receive  as  much  support  in  the  way  of  manpower,  and  equipment  as 
is  needed  to  carry  them  out  properly. 

Dr.  Idyll  and  others  from  the  Marine  Laboratory,  University  of 
Miami,  met  with  Superintendent  Eeard  and  interested  staff  members  to  discuss 
plans  for  studies  of  marine  sport  and  commercial  fisheries  in  the  Park. 
General  agreement  was  peached  on  details  of  the  project  and  the  work  will 
proceed  by  contract  arrangement  with  the  laboratory. 

On  tctober  31  two  young  male  Florida  panthers  donated  by  Mr. 
Bill  Piper  of  Bonita  Springs  were  released  in  the  Park;  one  at  !>.::ogany 
Hammock,  the  other  at  Bear  Lake.  Personnel  of  the  Florida  Game  and  Fresh 
Water  Fish  Commission  helped  with  the  release. 

The  long-delayed  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Juno  6-8 
Research  Conference  was  completed  by  the  Biologist  end  is  ready  for  mimeo- 
graphing. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Gilbert, 
Biologist  Robertson,  and  Supervisory  Ranger  Shaw  spent  five  days  in  the 
Lostman  River  area  checking  on  activities  there  and  doir g  some  cleanup  and 
maintenance  work  around  the  Station.  The  main  tack  of  the  biologist 
during  the  trip  was  to  check  on  bird  migrations  and  species. 

The  last  of  the  orignal  Flamingo  buildings  was  destroyed  by 
rangers  this  month  when  Chief  Ranger  Hart  and  Ranger  Miele  burned  the 
old  building  that  was  formerly  used  as  an  interpretive  exhibit. 

The  District  Ranger  in  Florida  Bay  is  assisting  Biologist 
Robertson  in  a  study  of  range  and  population  density  of  the  great  whits, 
and  blue  herons  in  eastern  Florida  Bay. 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Superintendent's  Office  having  to 
do  with  the  preservation  of  the  almost  extinct  color  forms  of  the  Liguus 
tree  snail.  Those  present  were:  Messrs.  Ralph  Humes,  and  Archie  Jones, 
Superintendent  Beard,  the  Chief  Ranger,  the  Park  Biologist,  and  the 
District  Ranger  from  Florida  Bay.  District  Ranger  WLnte  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  program.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  preserve  the  near 
extinct  color  species  by  reintroducing  them  into  park  hardwood  h^r.'.-o:\c 
now  free  of  tree  snails. 

District  Ranger  Senne  has  spent  considerable  time  ii.  ^iri.   «.g 
his  new  District  since  his  reassignment  to  the  Royal  Palm  Dxstn.Vv, 
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District  Ranger  Borgman  has  been  on  special  assignment  at  Fort 
Jefferson  National  Monument  the  entire  month.  His  assignment  to  that 
area  has  greatly  curtailed  Ranger  operations  throughout  the  park,  as  it 
has  been  necessary  to  attempt  to  fill  in  behind  him.  Patrol  in  the 
Tamiami  District  has  dropped  to  a  minimum. 

Citations  were  issued  during  the  month  for  the  violations  shown 
with  fines  resulting  as  listed: 

Driving  without  a  valid  driver's  permit  -  Fine  $25.00 
Removal  of  a  quantity  of  driftwood  from  the  park.  -  $20.00  or 
5  days  in  jail,  (incidentally,  the  final  settlement  of  this  case  is 
still  pending  as  the  violator  promised  to  pay  the  fine  on  a  certain  date, 
then  departed  for  parts  unknown,  presumably  to  Arizona.  U.  S.  Corxiis6iore:; 
is  now  in  process  of  extraditing  culprit.) 

Driving  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor  and  without  a  valid 
driver's  permit  or  license  -  Fine  $50. CO 

The  park  entrance  station  was  vandalized  during  the  night  of 
October  19 .  Damage  was  slight  with  most  of  it  pertaining  to  r-c-V«n 
reflectors  and  scattered  broadsides. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  pat::ol  activities: 

Airboat  0 

Glades  buggy  0 

Car  5273 

Airplane  275 

Boat  1016 

TOTAL  o3SS 

Building  Fire  Protection:  Two  2-l/2-gallo:i  pressurized  water 
extinguishers  were  purchased  this  month.  One  was  installed  in  the 
Administration  Office  at  Headquarters,  and  the  other  in  the  Fire  Cache. 
Two  one-quart  C.T.C.  and  one  five-pound  dry  chemical  extinguisher  were 
installed  in  the  Government  house  trailers  at  Pine  Island. 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities:   The  University  of  Miami 
research  team  is  still  operating  in  the  White  Water  Bay  area  and  is 
obtaining  much  valuable  information  relative  to  marine  life  there. 

Two  mature  panthers,  gifts  of  the  Everglades  Wonder  Gardens 
were  released  in  the  Park  during  the  month  by  Florida  Wildlife  Officers. 
The  points  of  release  were  Mahogany  Hammock  and  Bear  Lake. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  A  well  was  drilled  and  cased  at 
Mahogany  Hammock  Parking  lot.  This  well  will  provide  a  permanent  source 
of  water  for  protecting  this  all  important  hammock  from  fire. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCITOII 

Plans,,  Maps  and  Surveys:  Reviewed  and  commented  on  advance 
pri::ts  of  the  Flamingo  camp  anc1  picnic  grounds  charcoal  st^ve,  drinking 
fountain  and  table.  Also  on  the  shelter  to  be  built  at  the  skiff 
launching  ramp. 

Completed  the  sign  plan  study  sheet  of  informetory,  regulatory, 
and  directional  signs. 

Mr.  Burns  of  the  Regional  Office  spent  three  days  here  assisting 
in  setting  up  the  1959  and  i960  construction  programs. 

Superintendent 


DESIGN  i\KD  COISTRUCEEOII 

Plan  j,  I'hps  and  Survey  a;  Reviewed  and  commented  on  advance 
prints  of  the  Flamingo  camp  and  picnic  grounds  charcoal  stove,  drinking 

fountain  and  table.  Also  on  the  shelter  to  be  built  at  the  skiff 
launching  ramp. 

Completed  the  sign  plan  study  sheet  of  informatory,  regulatory, 
and  directional  signs. 

Mr.  Burns  of  the  Regional  Office  spent  three  days  here  assisting 
in  setting  up  the  1959  a&cL  i960  construction  programs. 

Superintendent 


> 
u 
z 
□ 

< 


3e 


I 


I 


o 
o 


4> 


A. 


o 


o 

•3 

a 


1 


g 

•P 
(0 

o 


o 
o 

w 

o 


as 
0 


jj 

as 

5 

as 


Z 

0 

2 


s  < 

cr 


ZUO  _, 


1-2        , 


o 
z 

SO 
<z 

cr 
Q 


SO       N 
clz 


□ 


1 

M 

--, 


^ 


D; 


5 

z" 

2h 

|p 

_l  Ul 

,3 
ccO 

luq: 
co  a. 

I 


I     5 


U\ 
CM 
O 


CM 


>6i 


YA 
CK 
H 


O 
f*N 


s 


s 


8 


CO 

xaia 

Si 

H  <A 


a 


-iTco 

•J  A 

I  fN 

<*4 


c— 

1A 
I 

CM 
I 


i 

3- 


\A<r> 

c—   I 

t  fH 
On    I 


dg 


O 


CN    I    H 
fH  On|H 


CN  BO 


C\i 


COvQ  ■& 
CO     I    X> 


o 

UN 

cm 


H  I 
\ACM 
CM  H 


<*>c--|cn 

CO  V\  JO 
WID 
»o\  •» 
4HO 
co  I  aq 
H  o\|H 


8  ia 
H 


O 
<*N 


§ 


1 


CM 


I 
CM 
IA 

i 


CM  CM 
I      I 

c-Hco 

TA\DV3 

«  ei  ra 


o 

S3 


1 


•  c 

OJ    o 
r»N  «H 


o 


\A 


o> 


I 


CO 

CN 


I 

O 


u 


o 
» 


s 


a?ii  i? 


2 


I 
I 

i 

CM 


I 


CC 


M> 


3 


1 


K\ 


«  *  I 

1      I 
I 


S3 

34 


|J 


3 


3 


^ 


S 


>-r-> 


i 


3 


I 
t 


3     3 

S      S  t 


S    M 


*?     *? 


f 

CJ 

3 

R 

<* 

2 

K 

? 

(a 

1 

X      cj 

« 

2 

M» 


2 


I 


M 


&    & 


V\ 


OS 


s 

I 

I 

8 


34 


.'. 


3 


•p 
o 

a 


s 

I 

I 


R 
33 


U 


8 


I 


> 


WEATHER: 
TRAVEL: 


Summary  or"  the  November  1957  Monthly  Narraiire  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Rainfall  slightly  above  average 

2kcp  increase  in  travel  for  month  above 
same  month  last  year.  Decrease  of  10$ 
from  that  for  October. 


VISITORS; 


Three  Congressmen.;  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  Appropriations 
Committee,  Principal  Biologist-  MPS, 
Representatives  of  the  Bureau  of  Sports 
Fisheries 


PERSONNEL: 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


RESEARCH  AND  OESERVATICNS: 


Nearly  all  Seasonal  employees  reported 

for  duty.  2 

Florida  State  Park  Executives  given 
conducted  tour  of  park.  U.  S.  Dept. 
Agriculture  Wild  Cotton  Eradication 
crew  inspection.  Federal  Communications 
Commission  inspector  arrived  unannounced   3 

Progress  made  en  trail  labels  and         3 

holders  for  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail.  More 

iterr.s  obtained  for  Flamingo  Museum.       k 

Team  from  Washington  anticipated  in 

early  December  to  install  exhibits        k 

Increase  in  interpretive  services  made 

due  xc  heavy  visitation  for  month.  A 

total  ?f  1*6.202  interpretive  contacts 

were  made  for  -;:he  month.  Radio  and  TV     k 

programs  on  park. 

Research  Conference  minutes  about 

complete.  Conference  regarding  marine 

research.  Discussion  of  Long  Pine  Key 

controlled  burning  project.  Draft  of 

contract  with  U.  of  M.  Marine  Lab. 

forwarded  for  approval.  Study  of 

ecology  of  Coot  and  Whitewater  Bays 

continues  with  interesting  results        h 

Spoonbills  late  nesting.  Birds  5 

scattered  shows  in  aerial  survey. 

Several  interesting  observations 

of  birds  for  month.  Liguus  tree 

snail  project  continues  to  progress.       5 

Film  "Across  the  Everglades"  in 

progress  at  Everglades  Citj .  6 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

EVERGLADES  NATION/iL  PARK 

?c    Oo   BIT  2? 5 

HOMESTEAD*  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENTS  JgDNTHLY  NAR^TXVE^REPORT 

EVERGTJUDESjmTj^^PARK 
November  1^57 


In  reply  refer  to: 
)  A2823 
Reports,    Monthly 
Sux^erintendent'  s 


General 
Weather  Conditions?;     The  weather  for  the  month  was,    for  the  most 


part,   mild  and  pleasant*.     Precipitation,    though  light,   was  aboT*e  the  five- 
year  normal,     Miami,   to  the  north  recorded  approximately  12  inches  of 
precipitation  during  the  months     The  Tamiami  Ranger  Station,    40  miles  vest 
of  Miami,   recorded  a  total  of  .3^  inches I 

Following  is  the  weather  sumi.ary  for  the  months 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Cape  Sable 
Key  Largo 

Taniami 


:Max     Temp 

;   Mean  Max 

;   1  f; 

Ln.  Tfei 

:p: 

Mean  ¥1 

e: 

Rainfall; 

'1        88       : 

:        83»2 

52 

65.7 

S 

2.60       1 

':        87       ! 

:        83.2 

55 

66.2 

0 

m 

2.00        ! 

I       85      i 

:        8i,7 

61 

e 
0 

70  »k 

■ 

• 

1,35        I 

:         93       i 

■        896 

• 

-8 

• 
* 

660  3 

\ 

-3^      ; 

The  average  precipitation  for  the  park  was  1*57  inches r  The 
five-year  average  for  the  month  was  1.31  inches-  The  water  level  at  Taylor 
Slough  stood  at  2.60  inches  at  month's  end.  No  reading  is  available  for 
November  30,  1956,  consequently  no  comparison  is  possible .  It  is  certain 
that  the  water  level  is  much  higher  this  year. 

Inc_rea_se_  or  Decrease  in  .Travel;  A  total  of  19,762  persons 
visited  the  park  during  November e     This  is  an  increase  of  3,828  visitors 
and  2k  per  cent  over  "the  same  month  a  year  ago,  but  is  a  decrease  of  2,350 
visitors  and  ten  per  cent  over  travel  for  October.  Visitors  cane  from  k'J 
states,  four  U„  Sc  territories,  five  Canadian  Provinces  and  the  following 
foreign  countries:  Switzerland,  Lebanon,  Italy,  Denmark,  France,  Panama, 
Belgium,  Columbia,  Germany,  SI  Salvador,  Holland,  Cuba,  England,  Okinawa, 
Austria,  and  Ecuador. 

The  Acting  District  Ranger  of  the  Cape  Sable  District  repc rts  a 
decided  increase  in  boat  traffic  at  Flamingo -  During  November  55  sight- 
seeing trips  by  the  concessioner,  and  678  other  boats,  including  rental 
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skiffs,  departing  rrom  the  Flamingo  Marina. 

District  Ranger  Winte  reports  a  decided  slackening  of  boat 
traffic  in  Florida  Bay.  The  decrease  is  believed  due  to  lack  of  "trout" 
(weak  fish). 

Visitors; 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Storer,  President,  Florida  Audubon  Society 
Mr,  Herbert  Wilburn,  National  Geographic  Society 
Congressmen  Fenton  (Pennsylvania),  Budge  (Idaho),  Hazlett 

(Indiana) 
Clerk  Eugene  B.  Wilhelm,  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

Appropriations  Committee . 
C.  Gordon  Fredine,  Principal  Biologist 
Messrs,  Paul  Thompson  and  John  Gottschalk  of  the  Bureau  of 

Sports  Fisheries. 

Adninis tr a  ti on 

Franks.. X.  .aardip--,  J'rj  -v*s -**-w    >  Te-j;.  \:a:^Appoir ':::ent 
(NTE  6-30-58)  as  Se^c^S^;FJ^^s*»5^^^-^>it^s^  effective  11-4-57. 

Donald  Hi,  &£ij|U3a$^^^  (NTE  5-3-58)  ae 

Seasonal  Park  Ranger  (Siastel),  - 3B5fr&5B*&r  ^&5*t&i*   ll^-57* 

Stanley  B.  Qa3fifeg^^^||^s#^^^^^^Wf^^i»faaen-c  (NTE  6-30-58' 
as  Seasonal  Fire  Control  &fi%7ti8~k,$G*kr,-:  effective:  11- Jpgfr 

Jar.es  M.  Langford^  was 'given  a  Temporary  Appointr.jcit  (NTS6-30-58) 
as  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-3,  effective  11-4-57. 

Stewart  R.  Crgill  was  given  a  Temporary  Appointment  (lJTE6-30-58.< 
as  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  effective  11-5-57. 

Mrs.  Joan  T.  Rogers  was  Reinstated  ('Career)  as  Clerk-  Typist, 
Position  #64,  GS-322-3,  effective  11-1?- 57. 

Marlcolm  S.  Nicholson  was  given  a  Temporary  Appointment  (NTE6-3O-5& 
as  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS- 456-4,  effective  11- 17- 57 • 

Archie  L.  Jones  and  Ralph  Ih  Ilu^es  wore  given  Excepted  Appoint- 
ments (NTE  3  years)  as  Collaborators,  V:.  thout  'Compensation,  effective 

11-29-57. 

Linwood  E.  Jackson's  Career  Conlitior,al  Appointment  as  Store- 
keeping  Clerk,  GS-2033-4,  was  converted  to  Career  Appointment  effective 
11-1-57. 

Ralph  C.  Johnston  was  returned  to  duty  from  furlough  as  Seasonal 
Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  effective  11-3-57. 

Raymond  L.  Spruill  was  returned  to  duty  from  furlough  as  Seasonal 
Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  effective  11-4-57. 

Roy  S,  Evenson  was  returned  to  duty,  promoted  and  changed  head- 
quarters from  Park  Ranger,  GS- 453-4  at  Glacier  National  Park  to  Seasonal 
Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-5,  at  Everglades  National  Park,  effective  11-4-57, 

William  E.  Whitney  was  returned  to  duty,  reassigned  and.  changed 
headquarters  from  Park  Ranger,  G3-453-4,  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  to 
Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  at  Everglades  National  Park,  effective 
11-4-57. 

Howard  R.  Ccpas  was  returned  to  duty  from  furlough  and  reassigned 
from  Fire  Control  Aid  (Dispatcher  (Seasonal)  to  Park  Ranger,  Position  #53, 
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GS-V?3-5«  This  is  one  of  two  positions  established  for  rotating  between 
Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park  ad  Everglades  national  Park,  six  months 
each  park,  effective  ll-U-57* 

Wilmer  H.  Walker  was  appointed  to  Position  #52,  the  other  such 
rotating  position. 

Paul  K.  Foster  of  Fort  Jefferson  National  Monument  was  promoted  fro 
Engineer (Marine)  to  Motorbcat  Operator  effective  11-17-57 • 

Cooperative  Activities 

Special  Activities;  A  District  Ranger  escorted  the  visiting  group 
of  Florida  Board  of  Park  Executives  fron  the  Park  Entrance  to  Flamingo. 

Royal  Palm  District  Ranger  was  given  the  assignment  of  Chairman 

for  the  forthcoming  Administrative  Conference  to  be  held  in  early  December , 
Much  of  his  time  has  been  devoted  to  making  preparations  for  the  conference 

Assistant  Chief  Ranger  gave  an  illustrated  talk  to  an  Audubon 
Youth  Group  at  Miami  early  in  the  month.  Approximately  fifty  people  were 
in  attendance. 

Safety  and_ Health;  Two  automobile  incidents  took  place  in  the 
park  during  the  month.  B*oth  involved  overturned  vehicles  but  resulted  in 
no  personal  injuries. 

A  beat  belonging  to  a  park  visitor  caught  on  fire  near  the  Long 
Pine  Key  read  and  was  completely  demolished.  The  fire  evidently  resulted 
from   defective  electrical  equipment*  The  total  loss  was  $3,200.  No 
injuries  resulted  from  this  fire. 

Two  minor  accidents,  involving  personal  injuries  occurred  during 
the  month.  One  accident,  involving  cat  fish  barbs,  necessitated  pro- 
fessional medical  attention.  The  second  accident  came  as  a  result  of  a 
child  running  into  an  open  car  door. 

Cooperation  with  Tther  Federal,  State  and  Local  Agencies;  The 
first  contingent  of  the  »',  S.  Department  of  Agriculture' s  Wil  Cot  ion 
Eradication  crew  arrived  in  the  park  during  the  month  for  an  inspection 
tour , 

Mr.  John  W.  Crews,  Electronics  Engineer  for  the  Federal  Communica-? 
Commission,  made  an  unannounced  trip  to  Flamingo  on  November  30  and  pre- 
sented the  concessioner  with  two  citations  involving  fines  of  $1,200  for 
the  operating  of  two  cruise  boats,  carrying  more  than  six  passengers,  without 
radio  telephone  installations.  Hie  Protection  Division  feels  that  Mr.  Crews 
violated  rules  of  Government  etiquette  by  not  announcing  his  intentions  to 
the  Service.  The  question  of  the  application  of  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission's  regulations  in  Everglades  National  Park  was  raised  as  a  result 
of  this  action. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities;  Progress  continues  on  the  new  label  and 

label  holders  for  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail,  A  local  I  anufacturer  has  agreed 
to  produce  the  label  holders.  Label  copy  is  being  typed. 
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A  few  more  items  for  the  Flamingo  Museum  wore  secured.  Word  has 
"been  received  that  a  work  team  from  the  Museum  Division  in  Washington  will 
arrive  in  the  Park  by  mid-Iecember  to  install  the  exhibits  at  Flamingo. 

Interpretive  Services:  A  general  increase  in  Park  visitation  has 
been  noted-,  WoekermL  and  holiday  travel  was  especially  heavy  with  Sunday 
afternoon  visitation  nearly  as  heavy  as  peak  winter  days. 

Visitors  to  the  Royal  Palm  area  were  generally  pleased  with  their 
visit  while  those  who  returned  from  Flamingo  voiced  disappointment.  Becau<?p. 
of  the  rather  heavy  visitation  the  interpretive  effort  was  increased.  The 
2:15  talk  was  scheduled  every  day*  Guided  walks  were  added  to  the  Sunday 
program.  The  Nite  Flites  which  were  held  were  well  attended.  During  the 
month  twelve  talks  were  given  to  various  groups  in  the  area.  A  total  of 
i+6,202  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the  month. 

This  month  outside  agencies  added  considerably  to  park  information 
Park  personnel  participated  in  two  radio  programs,  A  one-half  hour  program 
on  the  park  was  broadcast  from  the  local,  radio  station,.  Hie  park  motion- 
picture  film  and  slides  were  used  on  a  week  long  educational  1\  V,  program 
featuring  Everglades  National  Park,  The  park  film  color  slides  and  other 
materials  were  furnished  for  a  conservation  unit  in  a  Miami  Elementary 
School. 

Research  and  Observations s  Mimeographing  of  the  long-delayed 

proceedings  of  the  June  o^cFRe search  Conference  was  nearly  complete  at  the 

end  of  the  month,  and  the  manuscript  of  the  Pari:  bird  checklist  was  ready 
for  mimeographing. 

National  Park  Service  Biologist,  C.  Gordon  Fre&ine,  visited  the 
Park,  November  17-22,  accompanied  by  Messrs*  Paul  Thompson  and  John 
Gottschalk  of  the  Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife.  Mrc  Fredine's 
visit  provided  opportunity  for  discussion  of  presently  active  and  projected 
Marine  research  in  the  lark,  and  also  for  examination  of  pine  sites  on 
Long  Pine  Key  and  disc  ussicn  of  research  studies  to  accompany  the  controlled 
burning  program. 

Preliminary  studies  on  the  Long  Pine  Key  controlled  burning 
project  were  conducted  by  the  Royal  Palm  District  Ranger,  Dr,  Robertson, 
Dr.  Craighead,  and  Principal  Biologist  Fredine,  Methods  of  setting  up 
sample  plots,  data  to  be  collected  and  other  factors  were  studies  in  the 
field. 

A  draft  of  a  contract  with  the  University  of  Miami  Marine  Laborator; 
for  a  seven-months  study  of  Marine  sport  and  commercial  fishing  in  the  Park 
was  drafted  by  the  Biologist  and  approved  by  Marine  Laboratory  representa- 
tives in  a  meeting  on  November  26.  The  contract  has  been  forwarded  to 
Region  One  end  Washington  for  approval. 

The  study  of  the  ecology  of  Coot  Bay,  Whitewater  Bay  and  western 
Florida  Bay  (with  especial  relation  to  the  occurrence  of  young  shrimp) 
continued  to  show  interesting  results.  In  mid-November,  Mr,  Durban  Tabb, 
who  is  directing  the  field  work  of  the  study  for  the  Mijrine  Laboratory, 
reported  very  heavy  shrimp  runs  in  Buttonwood  Greek. 
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As  of  late  November  roseate  spoonbills  still  had  not  returned  to 
the  Florida  Eay  colonies  in  numbers  and  no  signs  cf  nesting  were  evident. 
Failure  of  the  spoonbills  to  appear  on  schedule  is  still  unexplained,  but 
it  apparently  is  not  the  result  of  local  habitat  factors,  feeding  condition*; 
on  the  nesting  keys  being  more  favorable  than  they  have  been  for  several  yea? 
The  District  Ranger  reports  the  birds  showing  some  indication  cf  nesting 
by  the  end  of  the  month,  but  that  nesting  activities  are  at  least  a  month 
late* 

An  aerial  survey  on  the  last  of  the  mmth  revealed  about  fifty 
birds  in  East  River  Rookery  and  about  200  in  Cuthbert  Lake  Rookery  —  mostly 
American  egrets  in  both  places,  Wading  birds  were  found,  to  be  concentrated 
in  the  Cattail  Lakes.  Lake  Ingraham  area,  with  few  birds  ii  evidence  at  the 
west  coast  river  headwaters  or  in  the  Shark  River  valley,,  Hie  low  count  of 
wood  ibis  (fewer  than  fifty)  served  to  emphasize  the  precariously  reduced 
numbers  of  this  species* 

Eird  observations  of  interest  included  several  reccfs  of  the 
cattle  egret  at  Flamingo  and  Coot  Eay,  and  two  white- v;  inged  d  >ves  at  tiie 
Flamingo  campground.  With  unusually  high  water  levels  larg:^  numbers  of 
ducks  were  in  the  Cape  Sable  area,  notable  records  inclv.dirg  several  red:  . 
en  West  Lake  Pond,  and  200  or  mere  ruddy  ducks  on  Bear  Lake  a~.d  'Gater  La]:<  a 

Key  Largo  District  Ranger  reports  that  he  has  started  a  survey  oi 
mainland  hammocks  along  Florida  Eay  frcra  the  standpoint  of  his  Liguus  tree 
snails  project. 

j  Winky  Erown's  White  Leghorns,  Audubon  Warden  l^aaley  and  Gypsy 

Rose  Lee   '  / 

Mr.  Willie  Brcwn  of  Chockoloskee  Island  comes  from  a  family  that 
is  ..suspected  tc  have  indulged  in  plume  hunting  in  the  old  days.  And,  of 
course,  Audubon  Warden  Guy  Bradley  was  murdered,  or  said  to  have  been  (he 
was  shot  dead  at  least)  by  a  plume  hunter  off  Flamingos  His  martyrdom 
sparked  conservation  efforts  and  laws  were  passed  in  far  off  New  York  to 
outlaw  egret  plumes  in  the  millinery  trade.  Ihis  law  put  an  end  to  the 
market  and  saved  the  birds, 

Warner  Brothers  of  Hollywood  decided  to  produce  a  movie  on   Bud 
Shulberg's  (What  Makes  Sammy  Run  and  other  books)  script  which  was  rather 
obtusely  based  upon  the  Guy  Bradley  story.  As  a  result,  Everglades  City 
is  now  the  shooting  scene.  Cinerama  shots  of  birds  at  Duck  Rock  are 
superb1, 

Miss  Lee  is,  shall  we  say,  very  much  in  evidence  playing  the  part 
cf  Mrs.  Bradford.   : 

An  example  of  the  script: 

"What  does  she  run  here— some  kind  of  a  young  ladies  seminary?" 
"Mrs*  Bradford's?  Ah  heard  it  called  just  about  everythiu'  but 
ah  ain't  never  heard  it  called  that  before." 

The  ladies  in  the  play  had  to  be  dressed  in  period  costumes  which 
included  hats  with  egret  plumes.  A  certain  park  superintendent  mest 
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violently  objected  and  so  Winky  Brown,  plume  hunter  descendant,  offered  his 
white  leghorn  chickens.  With  proper  processing^  they  were  used,  looking 
remarkably  well. 

And  so,  a  major  production  called  "Across  the  Everglades"  is  being 
filmed,  dramatizing  a  conservation  story c 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  The  opening  of  the  Florida  State 
big  game  hunting  season  made  necessary  increased  ranger  patrols.  Evidence 
Qf  hunting  trespass  is  evident  in  the  remote  sections  Sf  the  Tamiami 
District^  however $   rangers  have  not  "oeen  able  to  appreh end  the  violators. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities s 

Car  Ik, 036 

Boat  693 

Plane  1,755 

Airbcat  1C"8 

Glades  buggy  8^ 

TOTAL  IS,  660  ' 

Numerous  verbal  and  written  warning  were  given  to  Park  visitor& 
by  rangers.  No  court  citations  were  issued  during  this  month. 

District  Ranger  Winte  spent  considerable  time  in  the  Tarxiami 
District  on  boundary  patasol.  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  MLele  spent  19  hours 
and  25  minutes  en  air  patrol-,  utilizing  other  protection  personnel  as 
observers . 

Weekly  Ranger  Staff  meeting  are  nrw  being  held  at  the  Chief 
Ranger's  Office*  Three  such  meetings  were  held  during  the  month  and  all 
District  Rangers  were  in  attendancea 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Bruce  We  Shaw  attended  two  sessions 
on  Sanitary  handling  of  food  sponsored  by  the  Cade  County  Health  Department, 
and  held  in  Miami, 

Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Gilbert,  Park  Ranger  Larson,  Dr.  Craighead, 
Collaborator,  and  Ranger-.Maturaliet  Warren  made  a  three  day  trip  to  Lostman 
River.  The  purpose  of  the  trip  was  to  remark  the  entrance  channel  into  the 
Lostman  River  Station  to  obtain  pictures  of  the  area  for  the  U„  S.  Weather 
Bureau  ,  and  to  check  en  a  report  of  a  new  bird  rookery  at  the  head  ©f 
Big  Lostmans  Eay*  Ho  rookery  was  found . 

Acting  District  Ranger  Shaw  reported  the  theft  of  a  l-\  h.  p. 
outboard  mot  r,  belonging  to  the  concessioner,  frnm  a  boat  at  the  Bear 
Lake  deck,  He  reported  tnat  the  lock  en  the  £nad  barrier  was  broken  by  the 
culprits  to  gain  entrance  to  Bear  Lake*  The  entire  matter  was  turr.ed  over 
to  the  PoB>I. 

Forest  Fire  Pr  -tectj-:n;  Nine  fire  control  aids  entered  en  duty 
during  the  month.  A  week  long  training  conference  war.  held  the  wesk  of 
November  3  in  their  behalf 4  All  of  these  men  have  had  previous  experience 
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either  in  Everglades  National  Park  or  in  some  ether  national  Park,  and  it 
is  felt  that  Everglades  is  particularly  fortunate  in  having  such  a  well 
qualified  group  of  men. 

One  statistical  fire,  involving  five  acres  of  lard  .just  outside 
the  Park,  burned  during  the  month. 

Letters  were  sent  to  all  land  owners  and  farmers  adjacent  to  the 
park  boundary  enlisting  their  aid  in  the  prevention  of  fires. 
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De  s_ign  and  Construction 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys;  Working  drawings  for  tha  Sewage  2:..r- 
posal  Syster.:  at  Flamingo  have  teen  received. 

New  Construction;  The  l6-Dile  water  line  for  Flamingo  is 
installed  from  the  well  to  West  Lake  and  construction  of  the  punp  house 
at  the  well  has  started.  Drilling  of  the  two  new  wells  to  supply  Flaming- j 
is  completed. 

The  contract  for  the  Electrical  Distribution  System  at  Flamingo 
has  "been  awarded  and  the  contractor  expects  to  start,  work  early  in 
December. 

Overnight  housing  accommodations  at  Flamingo  have  been  cample tart, 
except  for  minor  painting  and  clean  up. 

The  contract  for  Temporary  Sewage  Disposal,  for  the  overnigbt 
housing  at  Flamingo,  has  been  awarded  and  the  contractor  has  started  vot'i 

The  Visitor  Center  at  Flanin';;o  has  been  couple  ted. 

A  shower  house  and  sites  for.-  five  trailers ^  with  c&nEeetiore 
for  water,  gas,  and  electricity,  has  been  completed  at  Fine  island  for  t1  ■>.. 
use  of  seasonal  personnel, 

Visitors;  Mr.  Cron  and  Mr.  Obens chain  of  the  Eureau  of  Public 
Roads  inspected  the  read  jobs  under  construction. 

Mr.  Cabot  and  Mr.  Nutt  of  E.O.D.C.  made  a  final  inspection  of 
the  Visitor  Center  at  Flamingo  and  recommended  acceptance  of  the  building. 


'•^^ 


Daniel  B.  Eeard 
Superintendent 


EVSHGLAD33  MAUSCEftL  R^K  -  Page  Eight 


( 


on 

o 


C/> 
t/> 

LJJ 
OC 

O 

o 


Z 

o 

5 


1 

1 

<3 

E 

• 

t* 

H 

1 
E 

3 

CO 

-p 

>- 

ii 

B 

o 

z 

UJ 

I 

E 

*| 

o 

&• 

< 
z;? 

-p 

§^ 

o< 

o 

• 

•H 

'"a: 

c 

(1) 

-P   o 

US 

•P 

a)  B 

to     • 

■ 

H    fl 

RE     « 

2 

il 

H 

a. 

Qrf 

H  a) 

o  c3 

<_><-> 

(X,     «H 

o 

O  H 

Q* 

O 

1 

»H 

5o 

•H 

U 

<   w 

•   «H 

•p 

O  -P 

10 

XJ   4H 

o 

■H     CO 

TA 

< 

arte 

1 

-   •    u) 

On 
H 

i 

Ul 

to 

|1 

•p 

-P   -P 

e| 

to  to 

■**  S 

O    P 

H 

< 

A  Wai 
struc 

Q 

N 

6?|t      00 

O 

* 

o 

CO 

s 

9 

O 

o 

I>- 

E 

JO 

CO 

•LA 

P—CO 

p— 

H 

o 

z 

1A-LA 

_=tTA 

r-   I 

XA-LA 

XA 

bJ 

p 
B 

1- 

"LA    I 

•LfN    1 

f^ 

1      1 

PC 

Z 

o 

K 
O 

< 

X 

o 
o 

H  <A 
1     1 

H  fA 
1      1 

On  0 

CVi      I 

4d 

11 

On  cm 

1 

3 
K 

t/1 

.  1-  cc 
zoo, 

uCou 

O 

6£ 

o 

3tj 

o     ~K° 

a 

8 

-• 

~       .  -* 

CO  NO 

^ 

<AI>- 

DO 

zs  „ 

tA 

OIA 

ON               VAXA 

H               H1A 

r— 

CO  "LA 

fA         O  C— 

LT\ 

§1-  0uj 

CM 

-Zt    1 

On            ^O    1 

CM                CO     1 

H 

•LA     1 

O         O  VA 

t^- 

is^s" 

o 

O  H 

Oi                 OvCO 

H               n-^f 

a 

•»  7\ 

•»       1A    1 

H 

id  ° 

•» 

•kCNJ 

«%                n-H 

•>            H    1 

LA 

CM 

-Zj-H 

LA           »»H 

■t 

< 
i 

3 

On     1 

H  On 

d     ^3 

CVI                  -LACNI 

<A             CNi  H 

CO      1 

H  Ok 

H        -jJ    1 
CM         rH      5 

CM 
H 

-I 

< 
B 
(- 

a 

z 
< 

VI 

o 

DRAWING 
NO 

1 

MO 

CA 

CM    H 
CA  <A 

H 

CNI  CM 

< 

CM 

1 

1       1 

o 
a. 

K 

O.Z 

1 
MO 

CM 
XA 

"LA  sO  NO 

O 
fA 

5 

D 

3 

1 

1 

T 

o 

1 

-j 

< 

UJ 

u 

5) 

(0    o 

a 

< 

K 

1 

£2 

•H  J3 

o 

w 

■c 

< 

> 

•H 

>    &H 

•H 

a 

z 

z 
I 

d 

TO 

§ 

•• 

1 

< 

1- 

H 

-p 

■P 

Jo 

§ 

2 

i 

*d 

to 

£? 

fl      • 

i 

< 

^UJ 

■ 

!>» 

0)    CO 

H 

i 

od 

o 

« 

CO 

1  '■ 

■p 

pV 

£ 

—  1— 

u 

aq 

■p 

3 

a 

o 

%$ 

to 

•H 

13 

□ 

8t 

-IUJ            -, 

o 

-p 

•H 
1 

>    O 

« 

9 

crO 
ujce 

o 

tti 

O"!     ffl 

O 

M 

So. 

£i 

H 

£)    1    C 

ft)    cj 

j 

5z 

| 

I 

B 

<u  o 

•S5 

£     12 

z< 

XJ 

0) 

0)  4^   -P 

»-3    £ 

i 

§     E 

cc 

co 

Q 

o 

Jh     1     CO 

ft) 

_i 

UJ 
Q 

,~  -^ 

<    C  -P 

P  f-l 

CO 

u       ^ 

K 

XA     •» 

\0    ft) 

u\ 

c*-       o  co 

<-■  Pn 

UJ           ^ 

1  ~»           *-s 

O 

•  b 

A  S4 

•  c 

•  o 

+> 

•» 

g  i 

*: 

fA  ctf 

CM     O 

H    ftJ  .«»-P 

ro     •% 

M 

0.          ■» 

K 

fA  5 

fA    O 

<A-H 

(^fl    h    h 

*    1 

uj      in 

o 

fA   CO 

fA43 

fA  -H    O    O 

C^"  ,zj 

It-      z 

I  i 

5 

(1) 
•  -P 

O    ol 

e  ■-• 

•    3    C    |3 
O  H    0)    O 

5-e 

•  *9 

fA  cd 
fA  U 

w         CO 
CO 

■   P 

a  <; 

S  fe  o  CO 

a  co 

no 

OS 

>6<      - 

tA 

■LA 

NO 

CO 

X 

^£g 

TA 

IA 

"LA 

■LA 

•L 

•LA 

**■ 

o 

OS 

On 

ON 

ON 

On 

On 

rH 

H 

H 

H 

H 

H 

• 


• 


I    I 


a  >• 


1 

1    1 

I    I 


t    1 

1 

1 

I 
I 


CSC 

o 


CO 
CO 
LU 

on 

o 

OC 


z 

o 

2 


s 


© 


> 

z 

UJ 

O 

< 

z~ 

o< 

§s 

t-; 

KS     • 

z    . 

o« 

u" 

qcO 

is 

CO 

X 

c— 

K 

"LA 

< 

o\ 

UJ 

H 

a: 

«    fc 

O 

O 

E  JB 

oj> 

«a 

1  g 

O 

Q 

6?|t      ■ 

R 

SO 

**■" 

°s! 

Q 

r— 

r— 

u. 

C-XA 

O  "lA 

K 

Q 

Z 

"LA    | 

ia  i 

Qt 

1 

UJ 

1-  UJ 
<  y- 

z 

o 
L 

i-ArH 

C—  <A 

£ 

z   F° 

< 

E 

•71  3 

H     1 

O    [2 

t/1 

o 

1    CM 

•    O 

W 

-Cl-H 

(*fl 

u  1 

3    1 

S        .  i-  o: 

E      z<->0. 

O 

o 

8    K 

u 

vO 

ONXA 

3 

0\0 

ILA 

fc  s 

04      1 

fc»l7\ 

h* 

i  C  S  c  ». 

O  H 

H 

O     I 

o\ 

goS*" 

»C\J 

•» 

•>:  — 

•* 

13  a 

fA     1 

r>- 

r-  H 

M 

< 

C—  C\J 

CM 

1A    I 

4H 

IA 

tA  ON 

• 

o 

U1 

z 

•J 

30       * 

< 

<z 

p 

K 

o 

Q 

z 

IB 

Q 

-^r 

^t 

< 

i 

1 

o 

K 

fed      » 

qLZ 

4 

a 

E 

i 

1 

IS 

04 

H 

d* 

LB 

tv    • 

• 

h  ft! 

ai 

O 

2 

< 

IT 

< 

UJ 
IT 

< 

"-3    -Tg 

o  § 

■a  * 

o    >> 

o 

Z 
< 

Z 
X 

(- 

o  o 

1  a 

3  uj 

VI 

9 

< 
o 

zU, 
2h 

Q    O 

o  1 

«>  13 

IA    c3 

i  3 

E 

£^- 

H  35 

u  * 

y^ 

o     •> 

n 

Ou 

-JLu            -. 

+3     (1) 

*    UJ 

nO 

03    fc  ,y 

1    XJ 

cd  a. 

O    O 

•H 

o       tn 

k 

z< 

•  *?    o 

ft;    •»  E 

g       C 

IT 

• 

■ 

IECT    L 
UTILI 

a 

OS 
O 

^  -d  ac 

vO    (y    (1) 

g       % 

^ 

HCU^    f) 

H  ft,    o 

a.       * 

S 

CM           u    ^ 

cj         c 

UJ         V) 

o 

XA     1      C 

IA    1     O 

I        15 

t-      z 

5 

.*- 

• 

BELOW 
BUILC 

o  ^  (3  o 
a  H  -.  -p 

o  <:  o 

.=.   r-4   -P 

'£□ 

><i?    - 

GO 

j^ 

uj 
I 
u 

-£g 

"LA 
CN 

XA 
ON 

H 

H 

I 
I 


**      N 


o 

Q- 


in 

LU 

O 

o 


z 

o 

5 


I 


O 

*$ 

to 

4) 

§ 

s 

> 

A 

n 

u 

z 

ST 

UJ 

u 

< 

Pn 

• 

§< 

-p    • 
o  p 

-d 

§§ 

*§ 

li 

tt~ 

CO  -H 

6 

R£      n 
z   . 

§  »H 

w 

8g 

H  VI 

1 

<e 

CO 

• 

^ 

•  C 

■p 

p 

i/> 

E 
K 

1^ 

1 

c 
o 

c— 

UN 

ON 

< 
UI 

E 

+3     10 

1 

o 

i 

H 

s 

g 

o 

a   fj 

-P   X! 

*v 

3!  rf 

< 

o 

■ 

Q 

< 

o 

UN 

CO 

«©> 

UN 

o 

r— 

E 

h^ 

C^GO 

i>-UN 

i- 

19 

z 
o 

unun 

UN.  UN 

UN    1 

fcui 

£ 

s- 

UN     I 

1      1 

'■  ° 

s  < 

£ 

1   O 

r4\T\ 

H  CO 

K 

Z     H° 

< 

o 
o 

H  co 
1     1 

On  On 

1   H 

a  3 

t      1 

O 

t- 
u 

K 

in 

O   CnI 

H  H 

.  (-  o: 
z  y  o. 

t-} 

Hi 

In        O  !J— -o  5B 
Z        uh~ 

Q 

o 

Q 

U 

UN 

UN 

J"      in 

O  UN 

OTA 

NO        1 

H     1 

8"? 

O     1 

3« 

CM  rn 
O  CM 

<  -i 

« 

ft«o 

•»  i 

•»    1 

< 

ao    1 

CO   1 

u\  o 

c-  q 

1 

H<o 

CO 

JH 

H 

13 

I 

o 

".-i 

in 

1 

j 

-                JO        " 

UN 

i 

1 

CO 

<                <z 

CM 

c 

c 

CO 

k              <* 

o 

0 

c 

O 

D 
z 

IS 

CM 

3 

3 

CO 

in 

D 

1 

H 

CM 

< 

o 

K 
BE 

&o       ft 

Q.Z 

1 

CO 

CM 

O. 

1 

CO 
CM 

ID 

i 

1 

1 

1 

« 

p-» 

UJ 

t=> 

in 

5 

g 

< 

K 

•H 

< 

■P 

B 

Z 
I 

a 

h- 
5 

to 

11 

< 
o 

IT 

in 

D. 
Z 

z^ 

1 

CO 

3 

9 

| 

P 

to 

•H 
Q 

a 

Ou 

tr'O 
UiK 

COO. 

3 

a, 

•i 

CO 

CO 

I 

. 

p 

H 

CO 

R 

8 

| 

Uj          UJ 

3    E 

a: 

| 

a 

ft 

U 

o 

m 

-1 

a 

c 

Bj 

CO 

**>     L. 

.(  i 

K 
O 

a 

CM  F-« 

• 

rn  co 

UN  u 

Is. 

CM    CO 

CO   CO 

Q.          * 

K 

CM    M 

CJ    0) 

o  c 

CO  Tj 

CO  U 

uj        in 
F      E 

o 

5 

o  c 

UN  U 

•  p 

O    cfl 

•ri 
•    c 

CO    g 

o 

•    O 
O     CO 

CO   O 

• 

u.p        0) 

^J   ^1 

2;  a 

CU   &4 

S  CO 

3  P-> 

ill 

>^i  - 

MD 

o 

CO 

9 

CO 

£      * 

^-£s 

UN 

"UN 

UA 

UN 

UN 

•<; 

1 

W 

CT\ 

On 

On 

ON 

ON 

'iS 


- 


2 


> 

o 

8 


oc 

O 
a. 


CO 

en 

LU 

oc 
O 
O 


Z 

o 

2 


o< 


5q 


•p 

1 

1 

+3 

1 

1 

a 

J 

1 
-p 

J 

1 

B 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

a 

OS 

i 

3 

H 
H 

CO 

g 

o 

£5 

o 

m 

o 

O 

o 

1 — 1 

o 

m 

i 


J 

CN 
<M 

O 

en 


CM 

"l 


CM 

I 

I 


CM 

I 


CM 
I 

XA 
I 

PQ 


MD  M3 

I  I 

PQ  J=> 


01 

(1) 

•H 

a 

H 
•H 
O 

CiJ 

O 


o 

0) 

■p 


Cm 

In 


CO 
1A 
On 


UN 
On 


O 

- 

I 


•H 

•P 

+3 
CO 

•P 
U 

o 


o 
o 


m 


■LA 
On 
rH 


1A 
On 
H 


O 

■a 

H 

(X4 


-P 

w 

CO 

a> 

CO 


co 
in 


• 


» 


o 


CO 
CO 
LU 
OC 

o 
o 

Q_ 


Z 

o 

2 


P- 


c 

o 

•H 
•P 


> 

z 

UJ 

o 

< 

z~ 

o< 

Is 

cc-; 

z    . 

Or> 

<_><-> 

Q<C 

§9 

to 

Sd 

K 

< 

3 

UJ 

e  c- 

IS 

5    IT 

s.  o> 

1     H 

I  & 

.  uj 

2  i 

CO 

v\ 

ua! 

ON 

On 

s    > 

^    ° 

>>- c- 

£  55 

o 

t& 

z 
O 

vO 

'J\U\ 

1-  UJ 

s  < 

or 

1- 

lA 
1 

1    1 

K 

z 

g 

in 

UJ 

£> 

z 

8 

i 

H     1 

1    <M 

P 

CO 

H 

3 

q; 

.  »-  cr 

U. 

zoo   , 

z      u£ii 

o 

O 

o 

u 

5  J*  q 

•> 

.  •» 

<^ 

5 

-4 

H 

C\J 

<J 

< 

RAILS 

z 

so     * 

<z 

g 

■UA 

H 

o 

o 

Q 

CO 

CO 

Z 

h 

tn 

a 

< 

o 
S 

uO        « 

as 

ctz 

& 

D 

• 

o 

o 

-1 

£ 

« 

CO 

< 

at 

c: 

mm 

OS 

F 

o 

< 
z 

(U 

1 

z 
< 

i 

CO 

1 
o 

a 

S 

Td  h 

•H 

05 

ROA 

zy 
2h 

CO    Q) 

CO 
CO 

i 

(/I 

hr 

(0 

•H 

a. 

z 

<►" 

^  -H 

o 

P 

a 

y*- 

Oo 

-JUJ           .. 

.-> 

irO 

wet 

COO- 

O    (0 

>  to 
W    0) 

1 
o  8) 

CO 
O 

k| 

r| 

1° 

&   o 

^    . 

o 

o       in 

I? 

o 

-P  H 

o 
o 

T    US 
ILIT 

IT 
UJ 

I 

•H 

g^ 

< 

a   s 

K 

-P 

O      «k 

•p 

3          Q 

O 

o 

*~^ 

i 

o     9 

a.       z 

a 

i 

•p 

CO 

c 

u  a 

a.       « 
uj       in 
I       is 

K          Z 

tr 
O 

S 

■S3 

to  "£ 

•H 

8 

■ 

EL0\ 
BUIL 

o 
a 

•H     O 

>    P< 

1 

CD 

;sB 

>6= 

u 

U.1 

1 

I 


I 


••J 

o 


!i~ 


• 


o 


- 

Summary  of 

WEATHER: 
TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 
PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  AM)  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


.  De»etnber  1957  Monthly  Narratl   Repori 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

Unseasonable  rains  kept  water  level  high. 

26.3$  increase  in  travel  over  sane  month 
last  year.  650  private  boats  put  our  from 
the  Flamingo  mariaa 

All  personnel  attended  the  Administrative 
Training  Conference  December  2-3 • 

Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Marcus  B.  Parker 
retired.  Several  vacant  positions  at 
Fort  Jefferson  filled. 

District  Ranger  involved  in  accident 
resulting  in  minor  damage.  Two  other 
accidents  occurred  with  no  injuries. 
Several  minor  injuries  reported  to 
concessioner  personnel. 

U.S.D.A.  continues  work  on  screwworm 
project.  Protection  personnel  assisted 
in  handling  motor  vehicle  accidents  on 
Tamiami  Trail.  U.  S.  C.G.  inspected 
boats  at  Flamingo. 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 


PROTECTION: 


Yj 


Page 

1 


2 
2 


Exhibits  for  Flamingo  museum  about 
complete.  Opened  for  public  use  on 
December  20.  Plastic  labels  for  Gumbo 
Limbo  Trail  completed.  New  label 
holders  being  constructed. 

Concessioner  and  Park  services  at 
Flamingo  opened  December  20.  A  total 
of  79*191  contacts  were  made.  Everglades 
City  interpretive  services  limited  to 
occasional  talks  due  to  lack  of  per- 
sonnel. Christmas  Bird  Count  showed  new 
records.  Cold,  and  wind  endangered 
rookeries.  Wood  Ibis  rookery  is  believed 
ruined.  Tight  regulation  recommended  for 
protection  of  remaining  rookeries. 

Protection  duties  skyrocketed  with  opening 
of  Flamingo.  Personnel  shortage  acute. 
Two  search  and  rescue  missions  successfully 
handled.  Both  involved  overdue  boats. 
Trailers  permitted  in  Flamingo  campground. 
Area  proves  popular.  Senator  Allott  flown 
over  proposed  new  park  lands. 
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PROTECTION,  (cont'sj 


COMPLAINTS: 


) 

Section  of  West  bounary  i   ^.osted. 

Boat  patrol  curtailed  by  lac!:  of 

personnel  end  high  winds. 

Liguss  tree  snail  project  continues 

No  written  complaints.  Verbal 
complaints  covered  many  phases  of 
newly  opened  concessioner  and  Park 
services  at  newly  opened  Flamingo. 


6 
7 


FIRE  PROTECTION: 


No  fires  <\v.'\va,  Htvoiytfo*     High  water  table 
and  good  perl;  neighbor  relations  aided 
in  establishing  this  fact.  Due  to  high 
water  table  is  appears  park  ny  experience 
one  of  best  fir 3  y.-.,.:.-  since  establishment  7 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  P..RK 

P.  0.  SOX  275 

HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENTS  MONTHLY  NA  '.RTTVS  REPORT 

FOR 

everglades  national  p.rk 

December  19^7 


In  Reply  Refer  to: 
I    A2823 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Unusually  variable  weather  characterized 
the  month  of  December,  Most  of  the  month  was  dry,  however  unseasonable 
rains  fell  towards  month  end.  Temperatures  fluctuated  greatly,  ranging 
from  a  low  of  3l°to  a  maximum  of  87^ 

The  following  is  the  weather  summary  for  the  Parks 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Flamingo  Station 
Tamiami  Station 


Key  Largo  Station 


The  precip 
This  is  considerably 


Max0  Temp 

•lie an  Max.,  - 

MiruTerrip,- 

tMeari  Min. 

: Rainfall 

&>° 

1     73*3°     i 

32°      ; 

:     53o7G 

!     2.59" 

82°       i 

\     76°         ': 

37° 

56°        : 

1.76" 

87°      i 

78.1°     ': 

31°      I 

5$.k°    i 

1.98"  i 

81°       I 

7U.7°     ! 

39° 

62a0    : 

6.83" 

Ltatior.  average  for  the  entire  Park  was  2,63". 

above  the  5  year  average  of  .75",  and  much  above  the 
,L7"  that  fell  during  the  same  month  last  year.  Total  average  precipitation 
for  the  entire  Park  for  all  of  1957  was  53c63M.  This  is  by  no  means  a  record 
but  is  7.37  inches  above  the  5  year  average,  and  22,31"  above  that  for  1956. 


The  water  level  at  the  gauging  station  at  Taylor  Slough  stood 
at  2.18".  No  readings  are  available  for  the  same  date  last  year. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Total  travel  for  the  month  was 
3U,593,  an  increase  of  3b„2-f"over  that  for  the  save  month  in  1956.  The 
winter  travel  season  officially  hit  with  the  opening  of  the  new  highway 
and  the  various  facilities  at  Flamingo, 

The  total  travel  for  the  1957  travel  year  was  3hlj,723  or  an  . 
increase  of  26. 3£  over  that  for  1956. 

The  District  Ranker  at  Royal  Paibi  reports  that  visitors  came 
from  all  U8  states;  six  Canadian  province;-;  ?.   U.S.  Territories;  and  from 
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the  following  foreign  countries:  Holland,  Greece,  Turkey,  Sweden,  Germany, 
Mexico,  Jordon,  Italy,  France,  Yugoslavia,  Argentina,  Iran,  England, 
Japan,  Brazil,  Ireland,  Columbia,  Netherlands,  Nigeria,  Cuba,  Denmark, 
Australia,  Spain,  China,  Finland,  Bahamas,  and  Switzerland* 

A  total  of  6^0  boats  put  out  from  the  Flamingo  Marina  during 
the  month*  Eighty-eight  sightseeing  boats  carried  a  total  of  °06 
passengers* 

Visitors: 

Mr.  Louis  C.  Crampton  -  former  Congressman  and  former  head  of  Appropriation^ 

Committee 
Mr.  Gordon  L.  Allott  -  Senior  Senator  from  Colorado 
Mr.  Dewey  Ely,  District  Ranger,  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park 
Mr.  Hark  Abelson,  Executive  Secr<  tary,  I'.F,  Field  Commission,  Boston, 

Massachusetts 
Dr.  Wrathor  of  U.  3~  Geolo|  .:  :al  Survey  and  his  son-in-law  Dr.  Kekishian 
Representatives  of  Eastern  Office,  Division  of  Design  and  Construction, 

Washington,  and  Regional  Offices 

Special  Activities;  All  Park  j  .  ncnnel  attended  the  annual 
Administrative  Trailing  Co     nee  at   -   :-'_and  on  Decemoer  3rd,  District 
Ranger  Senne  was  Chairman  and  coordinator  of  this  particular  conference. 

Adi  dnistration 

Personnel :  Gayle  K,  Mulberry  entered  en  duty  as  Fire  Control  Aid 
on  his  arrival  December  2l|th  from  Fort  Jefferson*  He  was  assigned  to  the 
Tamiami  District* 

Supervisory  ]•■  v.  -anger  Marcus  B0  Parker  retired  from  the 
National  Park  Service  on  December  30th  as  a  result  of  physical  disability. 
Ranger  Parker  has  been  on  annual  and  sick  leave  since  July  IS  57. 

District  Ranger  Ernest  J.  Borgman  returned  to  his  duty  station 
on  December  2[tth  from  a  special  assignment  at  Fort  Jefferson* 

Stanley  R.  Clark  -was  promoted  to  Supervisory  Fire  Control  Aid. 

Robert  R.  Barber  entered  on  cuty  Fort  Jefferson^  as  Maintenancenan 

Leroy  Omc  and  William  Mills  entered  on  duty  as  caretakers  at 
Fort  Jefferson  National  Monument. 

Richard  S,      ?   -  Fort  Jefferrrr  -  Supervisory  Park  Ranger. 

Robert  F.  Mainono  -  IGS  -  Seasonal  Rang  -  ;  buralist. 


-  Pase  Two 


Safety  and  Health:  Three  automobile  accidents  occurred  in  the 
Park  during  the  month',  '  ume   of  the  accidents  resulted  in  a  car  over- 
turning in  the  canal  along  the  old  Ingraham  Highway  and  could  have  been 
very  serious,  however  the  two  elderly  occupants  managed  to  extricate 
themselves  from  the  submerged  car. 

District  Ranker  Serine  was  involved  in  an  automobile  accident, 
while  driving  a  Government  vehicle,  between  Homestead  and  the  Park 
boundary o  This  accident  resulted  in  approximately  !$100  damage  to  the 
Government  vehicle* 

Four  minor  injuries^  two  to  concessioner  employees  and  two  to 
Park  visitors  were  reported  from  Flamingo „ 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  Members 
of  the  U"  S,  Separtment'  o?  Agriculture  a>e  continuing  their  work  on  Screw--* 
worm  studies  and  eradication,,  Traps  have  now  been  set  along  the  main 
Park  highway  and  the  road  to  7-Mile  Tower., 

Protection  personnel  have  assisted  local  authorities  on  several 
occasions  in  the  handling  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  on  the  Tamiami 
Trail*  Numerous  accidents  were  reported  to  local  authorities  for 
proper  handling,, 

The  U„  S.  Coast  Guard  inspected  National  Park  Service  and 
concessioner  boats  in  the  Flamingo  area  during  the  month.  Recommendations 
have  been  received  regarding  deficiencies, 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities :  Exhibits  for  the  museum  at  Flamingo 
were  ixiistalied  during  the  month  .  The  museum  was  opened  for  public 
use  on  December  20th-,  Only  a  few  items  are  needed  to  complete  the 
exhibit.  Quite  generally  the  reception  to  the  museum  and  exhibits  is 
excellent.  The  exhibits  tell  their  story  simply  and  well.  All  together 
the  museum,,  though  it  may  be  too  small^  is'  a  very  major  addition  to  the 
interpretive  effort  at  Everglades  National  Park, 

Plastic  imbedded  labels  for  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  are  completed. 
A  local  manufacturer  has  begun  the  task  cf  making  new  label  holders. 
As  soon  as  th^se  holders  are  finished,  the  new  labels  will  oe  placed  on 
the  trail. 

Interpretive  Services a  December  20th  marked  the  opening  of 
interpretive  and"  concessionaire  facilities  at  Flamingo-  In  spite  of 
the  curiosity  about  Flamingo  and  the  plac:  ig  of  the  Royal  Palm  area 
on  a  spur  road,  a  majority  of  visitors  spent  considerable  time  at 
Royal  Palm  and  naturalists  calks  and  walks  were  wjIj  attended,, 
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A  full  day  time  program  was  placed  in  operation  by  December  15th, 
At  present  two  guided  walks  and  three  regularly  scheduled  orientation 
talks  are  given  daily*  Each  evening  a  naturalist  offers  informal 
services  at  Nite  Flight.  One  Night  Prowl  program  is  scheduled  each 
week. 

The  interpretive  staff  is  spread  much  too  thinly  to  offer  a 
suitable  program.  There  is  no  time  for  preparation,  training,  audit 
or  supervision  of  new  employees.  The  need  for  a  replacement  of  the 
Assistant  Park  Naturalist  and  the  addition  of  permanent  help  in  the 
form  of  a  District  Naturalist  at  Flamingo  and  a  Naturalist  secretary 
is  heavily  felt. 

The  lack  of  personnel  prohibits  the  continuation  of  the 
established  program  at  Everglades  City  and  will  of  necessity  limit 
additional  interpretive  services  at  Flamingo  to  occasional  talks 
augmented  perhaps  by  programs  contributed  by  the  Administrative  and 
Protective  Divisions 0 

A  total  of  79*191  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the 
month,  of  these  U, ItOli  attended  a  guided  walk  or  a  talk.  During  the 
first  ten  days  that  it  was  open,  the  Flamingo  museum  was  visited  by 
5,7W>  people. 

Research  and  Observation;  With  higher  water  levels  and  apparently 
improved  feeding  conditions,  the  Wood  Ibis  rookeries  at  Cuthbert  Lake 
and  East  River  formed  in  early  December  "ith  better  prospects  for 
successful  nesting  than  har-e  existed  for  .several  years*  Birds  began  to 
concentrate  in  the  rookeries  during  the  first  x-jeck  of  December  (only  a 
few  present  on  November  3O5  estimated  8-900  in  Cuthbert  Lake,  December  12). 
Many  more  Wood  Ibis  were  in  the  lower  Park  than  at  the  same  time  last 
year,  as  evidenced  by  a  count  of  972  on  Coot  Eay  Christmas  Bird  Count 
December  28th  (compared  with  115  on  the  Count  of  December  30,  1956). 
The  birds  appeared  to  successfully  weather  severe  cold  spells  with 
high  winds  and  rain  in  the  period  December  10  -  13;  and  during  the  last 
few  days  of  December.  According  to  information  received  from 
Robert  P.  Allen,  the  latter  of  these  cold  front  storms  destroyed  the 
promising  1,000-pair  Wood  Ibis  rockery  at  the  National  Audubon  Society*s 
Corkscrew  Sanctuary.  The  Corkscrew  rockery  was  farther  advanced 
(small  young  in  the  nest)  than  those  in  the  Park  at  the  time  the  storm 
struck.  With  failure  of  the  Corkscrew  resting,  Cuthbert  Lake  and 
East  River,  are  the  only  important  breeding  aggregations  of  Wood  Ibis 
remaining  in  the  United  Sbatesc  It  is  imperative  that  no  distrubance 
be  permitted  that  might  increase  the  hazards  of  these  colonies.  This 
applies  particularly  to  concessionaire  boat  crips  into  Cuthbert  Lake. 
Unless  tight  regulation  can  be  maintained  restriciting  these  visits  to 
long  distance  viewing ,  no  boat  trips  should  be  considered  this  year 
until  there  are  well-feathered  young  in  L-he  nests j 
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Reports  from  Robert  P.  Allen  and  District  Ranger  Winte  indicate 
the  Florida  Bay  Roseate  Spoonbill  colonies  this  year  number  no  more  than 
100  breeding  pairs  -  between  one-third  and  one-half  of  the  usual  nesting 
population.  Although  the  beginning  of  nesting  was  somewhat  delayed,  it 
progressed  successfully,  with  some  well-grown  young  out  of  the  nest  by  the 
end  of  December.  Decline  of  the  nesting  population  appears  to  be  due  to 
outside  factors  (failure  of  the  usual  complement  of  breeding  adult  birds  to 
return  from  summer  range  in  Cuba  and  along  the  Gulf  Coast)  rather  than  the 
conditions  on  the  nesting  grounds  in  Florida  Bay. 

Despite  bad  weather  preceding  the  Count  and  an  unseasonal  (?) 
abundance  of  mosquitoes,  the  Coot  Bay  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  28th 
was  the  most  successful  to  date,  recording  152  species  (6  above  the  previous 
high)  and  about  36,000  individiuals .  The  approximately  50  observers  who 
braved  mud  and  mosquitoes,  included.  Park  visitors  from  as  far  away  as 
Michigan,  Ohio,  Ontario  and  Maine  in  addition  to  local  ornithologists. 
Records  of  unusual  interest  include  two  species  new  to  the  Park  bird  list 
(Franklins  Gull,  Bullock's  Oriole);  second  Park  records  for  two  very 
rare  northern  visitors  (Red-throated  Loon,  Brant);  and  21  species  recorded 
for  the  first  time  on  the  Coot  Bay  Count  • 

The  District  Ranger  reports  young  roseate  spoonbills  have  now 
appeared  in  nests.  He  also  reports  the  spoonbill  population  is  under  that 
of  a  year  ago  even  though  nests  have  been  reported  on  Nest,  Porjoe,  Lowe, 
Stake,  and  Bottle  Keys  in  addition  to  the  main  concentration  at  t'owpens. 

A  number  of  Reddish  Egrets  have  returned  to  Florida  Bay.  This  bird 
has  apparently  been  absent  for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 

Two  sandhill  cranes  have  been  seen  on  three  different  occasions 
along  the  west  boundary  of  the  Park.. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  With  the  opening  of  the  new  visitor 
facilities  at  Flamingo  and  "the  new  road  to  the  area  the  work  load  of  the 
Protection  Division  in  the  Cape  Sable  District  ana  the  Royal  Palm  District 
skyrocketed.  It  is  now  apparent  that  Everglades  Hationa2  Park  is  no  longer  a 
"small"  area  but  one  of  heavy  visitation  demanding  more  protection  than  is 
possible  to  give  with  the  present  ranger  staff  •  Since  the  opening  of 
Flamingo,  rangers  have  worked  day  and  night  trying  to  meet  the  demands  of 
the  public.  The  task  seems  almost  hopeless  as  new  problems  and  requests 
develop  daily. 

Two  search  and  rescue  missions  were  successfully  handled  by 
Cape  Sable  District  personnel,  Both  missions  involved  over  due  boats. 
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The  campground  at  Flamingo  was  opened  to  house  trailers  during 
the  month.  The  area  is  proving  quite  popular  even  though  modern 
trailer  conveniences  are  not  available.  Rangers  are  keeping  an 
accurate  record  of  all  campground  use. 

Supervisor;'-  Park  Ranger Miele  piloted  Superintendent  Beard  and 
Senator  Allott  over  the  Park  on  an  inspection  trip  of  proposed  new 
addition  to  Everglades  National  Park. 

Numerous  individuals  on  the  Protection  Force  were  on  annual 
leave  periodically  during  the  month.  Many  rangers  have  been  unable 
to  use  up  their  earned  annual  leave  and  as  a  result  are  going  to  lose 
a  considerable  amount. 

District  Ranger  ¥inte  spent  several  days  in  the  Tamiami  District 
assisting  District  Ranger  Stokes  in  his  new  area.  Air  boat  patrols 
were  made  along  the  east  and  west  boundaries  to  acquaint  Stokes  with 
the  area.  Supervisory  Ranger  Miele  also  took  part  in  these  patrols. 

A  section  of  the  west  boundary  of  the  Park  was  reposted. 
Boundary  signs  had  been  torn  down  in  this  area  by  vandals. 

Periodic  high  winds  and  lack  of  personnel  curtailed  boat 
patrol  work  in  both  the  Cape  Sable  and  Florida  Bay  areas.  The  return 
of  District  Ranger  Bergman  to  the  Park  from  Fort  Jefferson  will  help 
the  personnel  situation  in  the  Cape  Sable  District^ 

The  Florida  Bay  District  Ranger  has  spent  considerable  time 
working  on  the  Liguus  tree  snail  project.  Collaborators  Humes  and 
Jones  are  assisting  with  this  project. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  U.  S«,  Commissioner's  Court 
activities  pertinent  to  Everglades  National  Park. 

Robert  Lewis  Type  and  Belford  Ta  Brown  -  Driving  a  motorcycle 
on  Anhinga  Trail  -  Fined  $10.00  each, 

Kay  Danaher  -  Driving  a  vehicle  without  a  valid  driver's 
license  -  Fined  310.00a 

John  Luberman  -  Speeding  -  Fine  $10.00. 

Alexander  C«>  White  -  Speeding  -  Fined  $25*00. 

Steven  A.  Tendrich  and  Edward  ¥.„   Chornoff  -  Possession  of  fire- 
arms in  the  Park  -  Fined  $300.00  and  confiscated  the  rifles  ($280  of 
each  fine  suspended )0 


EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK  -  Page  Six 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  Ranger  patrcl  activities; 

Auto  18,260 

Boat  ' U88 

Glades  Buggy  llx 

Air  Boat  11*6 

$2$ 


Total        197U33 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities;  All  indications  are 
the  ccld  weather  in  December  killed  a  considerable  number  of  fish  in 
the  shallows  of  Florida  Bay0  Numerous  jack,  moonfish3  and  barracuda 
were  found  dead  in  the  waters  of  Joe  Bay  and  Long  Sound, 

Complaints:  Though  no  written  or  formal  complaints  were 
received  durin  ?  the  month,  verbal  ones  were  fired  at  the  rangers  at 
a  fast  rate a  Complaints  wore  received  relative  to  lack  of  sight- 
seeing boat  accommodations 5  the  condition  of  the  Flamingo  campground; 
the  "tent  mounds"  in  the  campground;  the  lack  of  lark  folders |  lack  of 
naturalist  talks  at  Flamingo 5  the  quality  and  prices  of  food  at 
Flamingo;  the  inadequate  supply  of  groceries  at  Flamingo ,  and  the 
weather I 

Forest  Fire  ?r>.   bection:  December  turned  out  to  be  one  of  the 
few  Decembers"  in"  t"  e"  iistory  of  the  Park  in  which  no  forest  fires 
occurred „  Wet  leather-  high  water  table  and  good  public  relations 
with  the  Park  neighbors  probably  contributed  to  this*  The  water  level 
throughout  the  Park  is  unusually  high  for  this  time  of  year,  and  it 
looks  as  though  the  Park  might  experience  the  best  fire  year  in  its 
history. 
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Design  and  Construction 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys:  Contract  drawings  and  specifications  for 
Sewage  Disposal  and  Comfort  Stations,  Caraptender ' s  Residence  and  Shelter  for 
Flamingo  have  been  received. 

New  Construction;  The  l6-mile  water  line  for  Flamingo  is  installed 
and  connected  to  the  water  supply  tank.  Construction  of  the  pump  house  at  the 
well  is  approximately  75  per  cent  complete  and  the  contractor  is  setting  the 
pumping  units. 

The  contractor  for  the  electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo 
has  moved  in  and  expects  to  get  under  way  the  first  week  in  January. 

Overnight  housing  accommodations  at  Flamingo  are  completed. 

The  temporary  sewage  disposal  system  for  overnight  housing  at 
Flamingo,  is  complete  except  for  final  pump  installation.  The  specified 
pump  has  not  been  delivered  and  a  temporary  unit  is  being  used. 

Visitors:  Mr.  Cbenscfaain  of  -the  Bureau  of  Public  F.oads  inspected 
the  road  joes  und<jr  construction.  Mr.  Kaplan*  Electrical  Eng?\necr  of  E.G.D.C. 
arrived  and  will  be  stationed  here  to  supervise  the  installation  of  the 
electrical  distr-'.buticn  system  at  Flamingo* 

'  <f -^  .J/J.  //t«  ,/ 

Superintendent 
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Design  and  Construction 

Plo ns ,  Map s  and  S_urveys?  Contract  drawings  and  specifications  for 
Sewage  Disposal  and  Comfort  Sxa&ions,  C^mptender's  Residence  and  Shelter  for 
Flamingo  have  teen  received. 

New  Cons tructi.on :  The  l6-mile  water  line  for  Flamingo  is  installed 
and  connected  to  The  water  supply  tank.  Construction  of  the  pump  house  at  the 
well  is  approximately  75  per  cent  complete  and  the  contractor  is  setting  the 
pumping  units. 

The  contractor  for  the  electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo 
has  moved  in  and  expects  to  get  under  way  the  first  week  in  January* 

Overnight  housing  accommodations  at  Flamingo  are  completed. 

The  temporary  sewage  disposal  system  for  overnight  housing  at 
Flamingo,  is  cozaplete  exr-.ept  for  final  pump  installation,  The  specified 
pump  has  not  been  delivered  and  a  temporary  unit  is  being  used. 

Visitors:  Mr,  Cbens chain  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  inspected 
the  road  jobs  under  construction.  Mr-.  Kaplan^  Tl.jvorical  Engineer  of  KcO-P.Cc 
arrived  and  will  be  stationed  here  to  supervise  the  installation  of  the 
electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo. 


<0  L       /'  //"?      / 


/  -■■   'J 

Superintendent 
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Summary  of  the  January  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


o 


Pace 


WEATHER: 


TRAVEL: 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AMD  HEALTH: 


Unseasonable  rains  and  high  winds 
prevalent.  Cau.se  damage  tc  rookeries 
and  curtail  activities. 

25$>  increase  ever  sane  month  last  year 
960  boats  put  out  from  Marina 

Superintendent  in  Exuma  Cays  on 
survey  for  possible  National  Park 

1'isst.  Chief  Ranger  to  transfer. 
Various  promotions  and  changes  in 
assignment 

Asst.  Chief  Ranger  attended 

refresher  course  in  First  Aid 
Instruction. 


1  &  2 


2  &  3 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


PROTECTION: 


Aided  Mediterranean  Fruit  Fly  per- 
sonnel. Florida  State  Gane  and. 
Freshwater  Fish  Commission  aircraft 
in  need  of  repairs  aided  at  Coot 
Bay.  WiH  cotton  eradi  cation  crews 
again  working  in  park  3 

Orientation  map  installed  at  Flamingo 
Exhibits  at  Royal  Palm  refurbished. 
Failure  of  speaking  mechanism  in  diorama 
determined . and . repaired  3 

67,511  contacts  made  during  month 
12,900  persons  visited  Flamingo  museum 
Evening  programs  and  auto  caravans 
were  introduced  at  Flamingo  this 
month.  Two  large  rookeries  failed  due 
to  cold,  rainy  weather.  Stilt  sand- 
pipers observed  at  Flamingo.  3  &  k 

Protection  duties  at  Flamingo  remain 
excessive  for  personnel.   Lostman  River 
Patrol  Station  again  manned.  Boat  patrol 
work  curtailed  by  weather «  New  air  boat 
delivered.  Tamiami  District  boundary  re- 
posted.  5 
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CONCESSIONER;  Sightseeing  boats  overhauled,  new  trips 

added.  Larger  boat  in  use.  F.C.C. 
citation  now  yet  settled.  6 

FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION:     No  forest  or  grass  fire  for  month 

ll+O-foot  tower  erected  at  Flaivdngo      6 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  TIE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0,  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  .REPORT 


In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


FOR 

EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

January   1957 ' 


General 

Weather  Conditions :  January  was  cold  and  wet  and  anything  but 
conducive  to  enjoyment  of  the  park  by  the  visitor.  The  Miami  Weather  Bureau 
reports  that  the  month  of  January  was  one  of  the  coldest  on  record,  and  also 
one  of  the  wettest.  Generally  speaking,  winds  were  high  and  rain  storms  were 
common.  Small  craft  warnings  were  displayed  at  Flamingo  on  13  days  during 
the  period.  Temperatures  varied  from  a  low  of  32°  to  a  high  of  8.1°.  Mean 
maximum  and  minimum  temperatures  were  much  below  normal. 

The  following  is  the  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


Max.  T'impjfifean  Max  : 

Ivrn  Temp 

Mean  win., 

Rainfall 

Royal  Palm  Station 

:   80 

\      71   : 

3^   ! 

:   51 

:   5.79  1 

Flamingo          : 

:   79 

:   38    : 

70.6   ! 

i   53.5  i 

i   5.72  : 

Tamiar.i  Station 

:   81 

:  72     : 

32     : 

:   51 

:   6.11  i 

Key  Lar^o  Station 

■   81 

:  71     : 

kh         1 

59 

:  12.69  : 

The  precipitation  average  for  the  entire  park  was  7-58  inches.  Thir 
is  more  than  eOO  per  cent  above  the  6  year  average  for  January  for  the  years 
1952-1957*  January  1953  was,  without  a  doubt  the  wettest  January  since  the 
establishment  of  the  park. 

The  water  level  at  the  gauging  station  at  Taylor  Slough  stood  at 
2.88  feet  at  the  month's  end.  On  the  same  date  last  year  the  reading  was 
0.19  feet. 

Increase  or_De crease  in  Travel:  Ja?  ary  was  the  second  highest 
travel  month  in  the  history  of  Everglad?s  Sationa]  Park  and  was  only  sur- 
passed by  March  of  1957.  Total  travel  for  the  period  amounted  to  39,260 
visitors,  an  increase  of  25  per  cent  over  that  for  the  same  p<  'iod  last 
year.  Cold  and  stormy  weather  undoubtedly  cut  visitation  down  greatly, 
otherwise  a  new  record  oj  '.,  have  been  set. 
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The  District  Ranger  at  Royal  Pain  reports  visitors  cane  fron  all 
kd   states,  2  U.  S.  territories,  11  Canadian  provinces  and  the  following 
foreign  countries:  Cuba,  Gernany,  Australia,  England,  Sweden,  Norway, 
Palestine,  France,  Scotland,  Philippines,  and  Austria.  She  District  Ranger 
at  Flamingo  reports  the  busiest  "beat  month"  in  the  history  of  the  Park  in 
spite  of  the  rather  sever  weather.  He  reports  a  total  of  $60   boats,  in- 
cluding concessioner  rentals  and  sightseeing  boats,  in  the  Flamingo  waters 
during  the  nonth.  He  also  reports  heavy,  though  not  capacity,  use  of  the 
Flaningo  Canpground.  Total  campground  visitor  use  amounted  to  1,8^3  visitor 
days . 

Visitors:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jay  Ford,  personal  friends  of  former 
Director  Albright. 

Mr.  Walter  Walters,  U.  S.  State  Department,  Miami  Office 

Dr.  Arthur  A.  Allen,  eminent  ornithologist,  Cornell  University 

Elsie  M.  Gurney,  National  Capital  Parks. 

Special  Activities:  Superintendent  Beard  was  detailed  for  an 
investigation  of  the  Exuma  Cays  in  the  Bahamas  to  determine  their  suitability 
for  a  National  Park.  We  joined  with  a  group  sponsored  by  the  New  York 
Aquarium  and  by  boat  spent  about  a  week  in  the  area. 

Asst.  Chief  Ranger  Gilbert  made  two  evening  trips  to  Miami  to 
attend  a  6-hour  refresher  course  for  Red  Cross  First  Aid  Instructors. 

Administration 

Personnel:  Mr.  Roy  S.  Evens en  was  reassigned  fron  Seasonal  Fire 
Control  Aid~[Dispatcher)  position, GS-^+56-5  to  permanent  Park  Ranger, 
position  number  71,  GS-^53-5,  effective  1/12/58. 

Mr.  Raymond  L.  Spruill  was  converted  to  Career  Appointment  effectiv 
I/26/58  in  the  position  of  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-U56A. 

Mr.  Robert  M.  Freeman  was  appointed  to  temporary  position  of 
caretaker  at  Flamingo,  effective  I/6/58. 

Mr.  Richard  E.  Pittman  was  given  a  temporary  appointment  to  Seasona" 
Fire  Control  Aid  position,  GS-k5o-h. 

Mr.  Robert  P.  Franklin  was  given  temporary  appointment  to  caretaker 
position  at  Flamingo,  effective  I/19/58  and  resigned  cob  1/20/58. 

Mr.  Richard  M.  Ward  was  promoted  and  changed  headquarters  fron 
Glacier  Bay  National  Monument  to  the  position  of  Chief  Ranger  at  Fort 
Jefferson  National  Monument,  effective  I/29/58.  He  has  not  yet  arrived  and 
entered  on  duty. 

Mr.  James  M.  Langford  was  given  temporary  appointment  to  seasonal 
position  cf  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-h^o-k   terminating  his  temporary  position  of 
Fire  Control  Aid,  GC-'r56-3,  effective  I/26/5O, 

Mr.  Marcus  E.  Parker  was  retired  due  to  disability  from  the  positic 
of  Supervisory~Park  Ranger,  No.  71,  GS-'o5^6,  effective  cob  l/n/58. 
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Mrs .  Jeane  E .  Jackson  was  terminated  f rom  the  temporary  appointment 
of  Fiscal  Accounting  Clerk,  GS-501-5,  effective  cob  I/31/58. 

Mrs.  Florence  Schwartz  returned  to  duty  on  January  27,  19 .^  from 
extended  leave  without  pay. 

Fire  Control  Aid  Stanley  R.  Clark  was  promoted  to  Supervisory 
Fire  Control  Aid  GS-5.  He  is  now  filling  the  position  brought  about  by 
the  promotion  of  Ranger  Ralph  E.  Miele. 

Fire  Control  Aids  Orgill  and  Spruill  changed  assignments  and 
stations  during  the  month.  Orgill  is  now  assigned  to  the  Royal  Palm 
District  and  Spruill  is  assigned  to  the  Tamiami  Station. 

Co oper - -tive  Activ i t i es_ 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  agencies;  The 
Royal  Palm  District  Ranger  met  with  Mr.  John  Barberee,  Assistant  District 
Supervisor  for  the  Florida  State  Plant  Board  and  discussed  known  locations 
of  citrus  trees  throughout  the  Park.  Mr.  Earbaree  is  working  in  the  area 
on  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  problem. 

A  Florida  State  Freshwater  Fish  and  Game  Commission  plane  made  a 
forced  landing  on  the  read  near  Coot  Bay  during  the  month.  The  plane  was 
forced  down  by  a  broken  exhaust  line.  Temporary  repairs  were  made  at 
Coot  Bay  and  the  plane  was  able  to  fly  to  Miami. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture's  Vald  Cotton  eradication 
crew  is  now  conducting  work  in  the  Flamingo  area.  The  crew  has  been  greatly 
hampered  by  weather  and  high  water  and  has  accomplished  very  little  in  the 
work  line. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities;  During  the  month  a  new  orientation  map 
and  map  base  was  completed  and  installed  in  the  looby  at  Flamingo.  Some 
of  the  exhibits  in  the  Royal  Pair.]  Station  were  refurbished.  Some  difficulty 
was  encountered  with  the  repating  mechanism  of  the  talking  diorama  in  the 
Flamingo  museum.  The  difficulty  was  found  and  remedied. 

Interpretive  Services;  A  total  of  67,511  interpretive  contacts 
were  made  in  the  Park.  The  most  significant  single  influence  effecting  the 
Interpretive  Program  this  month  was  the  weather.  Almost  without  exception 
the  effect  was  adverse  to  heavy  participation.  Twelve  programs  were 
completely  rained  out  and  many  more  were  forced  to  be  impromptu  affairs 
held  indoors  at  unscheduled  hours.  The  night  prowl  programs  were  singularly 
unsuccessful  with  extremely  poor  weather  in  progress  at  each  scheduled 
program. 

This  was  the  first  full  month  of  operation  at  Flamingo.  12,900 
persons  visited  the  new  museum.  Reaction  to  the  exhibits  was  uniformly 
favorable.  Evening  programs  wore  introduced  on  January  5.  They  seemed  to 
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fill  a  real  need  and  were  enthusiastically  received.  Attendance  especially 
by  campers  was  quite  high«  On  January  1.5  an  auto  caravan  vug  initiated  in 
the  Flamingo  area.  Unseasonable  mosquito  Infestation  and  mud  made  E.uch  a 
program  nore  feasible  than  a  conducted  walk.  Rather  genera lly  thin  program 
has  been  a  welcome  addition.  It  also  has  been  curtailed  by  bad  weather 
especially  rain  and  wind. 

About  60  per  cent  of  all  park  visitors  went  to  the  Royal  Pain  area. 
Spot  checking  would  indicate  that  one-half  of  these  visited  Royal  Palm  only. 
Most  of  those  that  were  at  both  Royal  Pain  and  Flamingo  visited  Boya-l.  Pain 
first. 

The  first  bi-monthly  Everglades  Park  radio  prcgran  over  radio 
station  WSDB,  Homestead,  Fla.  was  broadcasted  on  January  11.  These  programs 
are  one-half  hour  in  length.  Ten  minutes  of  each  are  devoted  to  park  news 
and  announcements.  The  remainder  is  devoted  to  specific  subjects  either 
in  the  form  of  interviews  or  talks.  America  the  Beautiful  1  •  used  as  a 
theme  song.  Tape  recorded  copies  of  the  program  will  be  ke\   :  ■?.   the  park 
library  files. 

Research  ana  Observation:  Cold,  stormy  weather  with  frequent  rain 
and  high  winds  prevailed  throughout  the  month,  and  disrupted  the  nesting 
of  wood  ibis  and  American  egrets  at  Cuthbert  Lake  and  East  River.  Eoth 
rookeries  were  intact  and  each  contained  an  estimated  2-300  pairs  of  in- 
cubating wood  ibis  on  January  10.  With  continued  bad  weather,  Cuthbert 
Lake  was  found  to  be  about  three-quarters  deserted  on  January  2h   and  an 
aerial  survey  on  January  23  disclosed  that  both  rookeries  had  been  virtually 
abandoned.  Collaborator  Allen  located  a  small  wood  ibis  colony  (5  to  10 
nests)  on  a  key  in  eastern  Joe  Bay.  Tbis  nesting  had  failed  earlier, 
probably  during  the  violent  northeast  storm  in  late  December.  It  appears 
doubtful  that  many  young  had  hatched  in  either  rookery,  but  this  remains 
to  be  checked  by  landings  on  the  rookery  keys. 

Signs  of  a  productive  nesting  of  roseate  spoonbills  in  Florida  Eay 
somewhat  balanced  the  doleful  wood  ibis  news.  Counts  by  Mr.  Allen  and 
District  Ranger  Winte  indicate  that  earlier  estimates  of  the  number  of 
breeding  adults  were  probably  too  low  and  also  that  the  number  of  young 
spoonbills  fledged  per  nest  has  been  unusually  high. 

The  aerial  survey  of  January  28  found  water  levels  very  high  on 
the  everglades  and  few  wading  birds  present  in  the  entire  headwaters  area. 
Tiie  unseasonal  high  water  affords  opportunity  for  multiplication  of  food 
organisms,  and  gives  some  reason  to  hope  that  the  Shark  River  Rookery  may 
form  this  spring  with  good  chance  of  success.  The  major  wading  bird  con- 
centrations now  present  in  the  park  are  located  in  the  area  of  UO-Mile  Eend 
along  the  Tamiarai  Trail,  and  in  the  Cape  Sable  area.  The  latter  concentrate 
was  estimated  (Jan  28)  at  10-15,000,  including  3-^,000  white  pelicans. 

Four  January  observations  of  stilt  sandpipers  near  Flamingo 
provide  what  are  probably  the  first  ief:'rJLte  r.  nter  records  for  this  shore 
bird  in  the  eastern  United  States. 
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District  Ranger  Winte  and  Collaborators  Humes  and  Jones  report  that 
the  Liguus  tree  snails  have  suffered  greatly  from  the  seven  weo-t^er   ■•'hey 
report  that  cany  of  the  snails  have  become  loosened  fron  concealmeT'-.  and 
have  fallen  to  the  ground,  thus  beconing  easy  prey  for  predators. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  The  District  Rangers  ai  ''^.'r.rirgo  ar 
Royal  Pain  report  that  the  heavy  visitation  of  their  respective  districts 
increased  their  work  loads  tremendously.  Concessioner  operations  and  con- 
cessioner erployee  troubles  have  caused  an  increased  workload  and  protection 
personnel  have  spent  many  hours  handling  problems  and  making  inspections  and. 
recommendations .  Heavy  use  of  the  Royal  Palm  area  is  requiring  a  considerab* 
amount  of  the  Royal  Palm  District  Ranger :s  time. 

The  Lostman  River  patrol  station  was  manned  during  •'•'".■  month  for 
the  first  time  since  the  resignation  of  Park  Rcnger  Chester  ^ ..-":-.  The  sta- 
tion is  now  manned  at  least  five  days  a  veek  and  thuf  gives  ;:;  1  ->  remote  area 
some  of  its  much  needed  attention. 

Boat  patrol  work  has  been  curtailed  throughout  the  park  by  the 
severe  weather.  The  patrol  boat  assigned  to  the  Florida  Bay  District  Ranger 
is  now  in  drydock  and  will  remain  out  of  water  for  sometime. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  Protection  Division  patrol: 

Auto  19,317 

Airplane  710 

Glades  Buggy  2 

Boat  1,158 

Air  Boat  31G 

TOTAL 21,997 

Rangers  issued  numerous  violations  warning  tickets  during  the 
month.  Most  warning  were  issued  for  excessive  speeds  on  the  park  road. 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner's  Court  activities- 
for  excess ire ~ speeds  with  name  of  offender  and  fine  imposed: 

Norman  Lazarus  $15 

Jomes  S.  Williams  25 

John  R.  Hopkins  15 

John  H.  Brantner  25  Carrying  loaded  firearms 

and  gun  confiscated. 

A  new  air  boat  was  delivered  to  the  District  Ranger  at  Tamiani 
during  the  month.  This  airboat,  one  of  the  bift  in  the  area,  makes  possible 
increased  patrol  activity  in  the  Tamiami  District  and  will  undoubtedly 
play  an  important  part  in  keeping  down  illegal  activity  in  remote  areas  of 
the  park. 

The  Tamiami  District  Ranger  spent  considerable  time  reposting  the 
park  boundary  at  strategic  points  in  his  district.  Vandalism  has-  in  th. 
past,  been  responsible  for  the  destruction  cf  numerous  boundary  signs. 
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District  Ranger  Winte  again  assisted  District  Ranger  Stokes  in 
completing  sone  of  the  work  in  the  Tar/dan;  District.  Winte  accoEoar.lsd 
Stokes  to  the  water  gauging  stations  in  t!.ie  area. 

Concessioners;  'The  Flamingo  concessioner  has  experienced  so'ie 
difficulty  in  keeping  the  sightseeing  boats  in  operation.  The  addrI.tf.on  of  a 
larger  boat  to  the  fleet  has  helped  the  situation  greatly,  and  the  complete 
overhaul  of  the  other  boats  seens  to  have  remedied  the  situation  er.tirc  L", 
New  trips  are  now  being  offered  with  the  result  that  the  park  visitors  s  ^ein 
muqh  more  satisfied  with  the  services  rendered. 

The  concession?  r  is  still  in  the  process  of  trying-  to  reach  some 
suitable  and  satisfactory  agreement  with  the  Federal  Communications  Commlssie: 
relative  to  communication  facilities  on  the  sighs eeing  boats. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  No  forest  or  grass  fires  wero  reported 
during  the  month  of  January*  No  fires  have  heen   reported  sines  t  •id- 
November  and  this  is  undoubtedly  the  longest  period  of  time  c.ur.-'ng  a  fir- 
season  that  the  park  has  gone  without  a  fire.  Again,  heavy  rains,  high 
water  and  excellent  cooperation  from  the  park  neighbors  have  paid  off. 

The  Inter  County  Telephone  Company,  the  company  supplying  telephone 
service  to  Flamingo,  has  erected  a  140-foot  antenna  tower  at  Flamingo  in 
order  to  supply  better  services  to  the  area.  The  company  has  given  the 
National  Park  Service  permission  to  use  the  uppermost  section  of  the  tower 
for  an  antenna  location  for  the  Park  Service  radio  system.  This  height 
should  greatly  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  entire  Everglades  Park  system. 
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DESI3N  AND  CON --TRACTION 


New  Construction:   The  16-mile  water  line  for  Flamingo  has  been 
completed  with  the  exception  of  the  installation  of  the  pumps.  The 
contractor  expects  to  have  one  pump  in  operation  within  a  week  and  the 
other  pump  shortly  after. 

Work  is  progressing  on  the  Electrical  Distribution  System  at  Flamingo t 
The  contractor  is  concentrating  on  the  Marina  and  Visitors  Center  areas. 

Temporary  sewage  disposal  system  for  Overnight  Housing  at  Flamingo  is 
completed. 

The  contract  for  the  Lagoon  Sewage  Disposal  System  at  Flamingo  has 
been  awarded. 

The  Park  Road  from  Station  150+00  tc  Joree  Hammock  is  93f-   completed 
and  from  Joree  Hammock  to  Concrete  Bridge  is  98/&  complete*, 

VISITORS 

Mr.  Cron  and  Mro0beO£ chain  of  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  visited 
this  area  in  connection  with  the  road  construction.  Mr.  Huber,  Landscape 
Architect,  EODC  was  at  this  Park  for  several  days  concerning  proposed 
landscaping.  Mr0  Kiener-,  Regional  Engineer  was  also  here  to  assist  in 
estimating  the  cost  of  operating  the  water  pumping  plant  and  lagoon 
sewage  disposal  system  for  Flamingo. 
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WEATHER: 


Summary  of  February  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 

EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Unseasonable  rains  and  high  winds 
continued.   Coldest  weather  in  history 
of  Weather  Bureau  records. 


r'O 


TRAVEL: 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


Second  highest  travel  in  history  of 
Park.  Decrease  in  travel  at  Flamingo 
of  102$  due  to  cold. 

Conservation  meeting  forming  a  Jr. 
Conservation  League  of  So.  Dade  County 
held.  Nineteen  airboats  made  conducted 
safari  to  headwaters  of  Shark  and  Broad 
Rivers  after  cold  weather  passed.  Fire 
truck  obtained  for  Flamingo   Farouk  laban 
of  Iraq,  conducted  through  park  and  other 
points  of  interest.  Chief  Ranger  Hart  in 
Richmond  and  Washington. 

Administrative  Officer  promoted.  Asst. 
Chief  Ranger  departed  for  new  assignment. 
Other  reassignments,  resignations  and 
new  personnel  reporting  for  duty. 

Asst.  Chief  Rancor  conducted  a  10-hr. 
First  Aid  Course  for  E.N.P.  personnel. 
Two  personal  injury  cases  o,nd  one  auto- 
mobile accident  in  park.  Three  sani- 
tation inspections  conducted  by  Cape 
Sable  District  Ranger. 

Regional  Forester  inspected  special 
equipment.  U.  S.  Wild  Cotton  Eradication 
Project  continued.  Screwworm  fly  traps 
inspected.  U.  of  M.  took  creel  census 
at  Flamingo  for  2  days  during  month. 

Royal  Palm  exhibits  refurbished  to  last 
until  remodeling  can  be  done. 

65,0*44  contacts  made  despite  cold 
weather.  Six  programs  rained  out.  Auto 
caravans  and  evening  programs  inauger- 
ated  at  Flamingo. 
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RESEARCH  &  OBSERVATIONS: 


Cold  weather  ruined  rookeries. 
Apparently  frost  as  well  as  fire 
prunes  understory  plants.  Bird 
mortality  heavy  in  cold  weather. 
13  of  16  plots  ready  for  con- 
trolled burning  set  for  April  1. 
Estimated  29k   spoonbills  reared 
in  Florida  Bay.  All  but  a  few 
have  left  area.  Dead  manatee 
found  in  Cape  Sable  District. 
Two  young  wood  ibis  may  be  total 
for  this  year.  Observations  of 
Bahama  banaquit  and  sandhill  cranes 
during  month. 


PROTECTION: 


Disorderly  conduct  by  Concessioner 
personnel  and  guests  of  motel 
handled.  One  minor  accident  and  several 
overdue  boats  investigated.  Airplane 
of  Sheriff's  Department  of  Dacie  County 
landed  in  park.  Reporting  of  boundaries 
in  Tamiami  District  continued.  Boat 
patrol  low  due  to  high  winds.  Several 
cases  for  various  violations  taken  before 
U.  S.  Commissioner.  Buttonwoood  creek 
was  cleared  of  debris.  Two  old  shrimp 
barges  burned  at  Flamingo.  Radio  trans- 
mitters moved. 


CONCESSIONS: 


Sightseeing  boat  operations  moved  to 
eliminate  congestion  in  Basin  1  of  Iferina. 
Special  trips  operated  weekends  to  accommo- 
date crowds . 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Longest  period  during  fire  season  in    -  '  7^ 
park  history  without  a  fire.  Refurbishing 
of  various  equipment  accomplished  by  Fire 
Control  Aids. 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  C.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

February  I958 


In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


General 

Weather  Conditions;  February's  weather  broke  a  number  of  records, 
none  of  which  were  good*  It  was  the  coldest  February  recorded  by  the  Miami 
Weather  Bureau  with  an  average  temperature  of  59  •  6°.  This  is  9*1  below  the 
30  year  average  for  February.  Teiriperatures  ranged  from  a  low  of  32°  to  a 
comfortable  87°.  Winds  were  generally  high  with  small  craft  warmings  being 
displayed  at  Flamingo  on  ten  different  days,  for  a  total  of  139  hours. 

The  following  is  the  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max.  Temp" 

[Mean  Max. 

;  Min .  Temp 

:Mean  Min. 

;  Rainfall: 

!  86°    : 

!  70.8°  - 

!  32°   : 

:  47.2°   : 

•  1.30  in.: 

;  82°    i 

i  69 .8°  | 

!  37°   : 

1  h9.6°      1 

1.55  in.: 

:  83°   ! 

72. 3° 

I  37°   ! 

!  50.5°   ! 

;  1.18  in.: 

:  87°    1 

\    71°   ! 

!  ki°    \ 

:  5o.3   i 

1.6l  in.: 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Flamingo  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Key  Largo  Station 

The  precipitation  average  for  the  park  was  1.4l  inches.  This  is 
33  per  cent  below  the  2.13  inch  average  for  the  7  year 3  1951-1957 . 

The  Tamiami  District  Ranger  reports  the  water  level  still  rising 
on  the  East  boundary  and  beginning  to  fall  on  the  West  boundary. 

The  water  staff  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  stood  at  2.31  feet  at  the 
end  of  the  month.  On  the  same  date  last  year,  the  reading  was  I.56  feet. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  February  was  the  second  highest 
travel  month  in  the  history  of  the  Park  exceeded  only  by  March  1957.  Total 
travel  for  the  period  amounted  to  ^1,071  visitors,  an  increase  of  27$  over 
February  last  year.  Cold,  windy  weather  undoubtedly  kept  visitation  from 
setting  a  new  rectrd.  A  decrease  of  102$  in  travel  was  reported  by  the 
Florida  Bay  District  Ranger  due  to  the  cold  windy  weather  which  caused 
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muddy  water  and  resulted  in  poor  fishing. 

The.  District  Ranger  at  Royal  Pain  reports  visitors  cane  frora  all 
k&   states,  2  U.  S.  territories,  all  Canadian  provinces  and  the  following 
foreign  countries:  Holland,  Dutch  West  Indies,  Switzerland,  Sweden,  England, 
Germany,  Chile,  Brazil,  Cuba,  Finland,  Ireland,  Australia,  Africa  and  Iraq. 

Travel  to  the  Flamingo  area  also  continued  to  increase.  Campground 
use  recorded  1, 980  visitor  days  with  trailer  use  surpassing  tent  use.  Boat 
travel  made  out  of  Flamingo  reached  a  total  of  1,078  boats  including 
Concession  rental  and  sightseeing  boats. 

The  Tamiami  District  Ranger  reports  kO   visitors  on  19  airboats 
which  were  guided  by  the  Tamiami  Rangers  through  the  headwaters  region  of 
the  Shark  and  Broad  Rivers. 

Visitors: 

Mr.  Frank  E.  Masland,  Advisory  Board,  National  Parks,  Historic 
Sites,  Buildings  and  Monuments. 

Mr.  Schafer,  Regional  Forester,  U.  S.  Forest  Service. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lippiucott,  Book  publisher  and  author,  Philadelphia,  P:-. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Marshall,  Assistant  Superintendent,  Natchez 

Trace  Parkway 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gordon  Cummings,  Assistant  Engineer,  Natchez  Trace 

Parkway 
Mr.  Faroui:  Salah  El-Din  Al  Baban,  Iraq.  Development  Board,  Baghdad, 

Iraq. 
Mr.  Leslie  A.  Miller,  Member  of  Hoover  Commission  and  former 

Governor  of  Wyoming. 
Mr.  Chiles  P.  PLumraer,  Political  friend,  of  the  Millars. 
Mr.  Harold  Titus,  Conservation  Editor  of  Field  and  Stream 
Mr.  William  Meyers,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau 
Mr.  O'Conneli,  Board  of  Directors  of  Stanton  Island  Zoo,  Stanton 

Island,  N.Y. 

Special  Activities:  District  Rangers  Senne  and  Stokes  attended 
a  conservation  meeting  in  Homestead.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  was  to 
start  a  Junior  Conservation  League  of  South  Dade  County  with  the  main 
objectives  being  to  educate  local  younsters  in  conservation,  wildlife 
identification,  woodmanship,  safety,  etc.  Mr.  Fred  Sturgis  of  the  Florid.a 
Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish  Commission  presided. 

District  Rangers  Stokes  and  Winte  conducted  an  airboat  safari 
along  the  headwaters  of  the  Shark  and  Broad  Rivers.  Nineteen  airboats 
carrying  forty  people  attended. 

Supervisory  Ranger  Miele  made  a  trip  to  Chi camaugua-i Chattanooga 
National  Military  Park  to  pick  up  a  surplus  fire  truck  for  Flamingo. 

Mr.  Farouk  3aban  of  Iraq  was  escorted  by  Ranger  Miele  to  Flamingo, 
Everglades  City,  Key  West,  and  to  several  Dade  County  Parks  in  the  Miami  area 
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District  Ranger  Borgman  attended  one  Everglades  Park  Co.  Staff 
meeting  at  Flamingo  and  held  two  District  Staff  meetings  with  most  of  the 
District  supervisory  personnel  attending. 

Chief  Ranger  Hart  spent  the  week  of  the  17  at  Richmond  and 
Washington  on  official  business. 

District  Ranger  Winte  assisted  in  a  search  for  a  lost  boy  in 
the  Barnes  Sound  area.  Hie  boy's  body  was  found  February  9.  Drowning  from 
a  capsized  boat  was  the-:oause  of  the  death. 

Admini s  tr ation 

Paul  N.  Heaton  received  a  promotion  to  GS- 3^1-11,  Administrative 
Officer,  effective  2-27-53. 

James  Long,  Laborer,  temporary  appointment  was  extended  for  U-7 
additional  working  days. 

Herbert  H.  Wysong  was  reassigned  from  Truck  Driver  to  Operator 
General  (Light  Duty)  effective  2-2^-58. 

Richard  E.  Pittr.ian  resigned  cob  2-25-58  to  accept  a  permanent 
position  with  private  industry. 

Theodore  F.  Whitmoycr  was  given  a  career- conditional  appointment 
as  Park  Ranger,  Position  No.  26,  GS-^+53-5,  effective  2-26-58. 

Edgar  H.  Snail  was  given  a  temporary  appointment  as  Caretaker  NTE 
6-30-58,  effective  2-17-58. 

Robert  J.  Johnson  was  given  temporary  appointment  as  Caretaker  NTE 
6-30-58,  effective  2-12-58. 

Assistant  Chief  Ranger  Karl  Gilbert  was  promoted  and  transferred  to 
Chief  Ranger,  Shenandoah  National  Park.  Mr,  Gilbert  will  be  carried  on  our 
payroll  through  cob  March  2  but  will  be  in  travel  status  from  February  22 
through  25,  and  on  annual  leave  February  25  to  March  2. 

Safety  and  Health:  A  ten-hour  Red  Cross  First  Aid  course  was 
conducted  by  Assistan  Chief  Ranger  Gilbert  who  is  an  official  Red  Cross  First 
Aid  Instructor.  Protection,  Shop  and  Office  personnel  participated  in  the 
course.  All  employees  of  the  Ranger  Activities  Division  now  carry  an  active 
American  Red  Cross  First  Aid  card. 

Two  personal  injury  cases  were  investigated  by  the  Cape  Sable 
District  Ranger. 

One  automobile  accident  occurred  in  the  Cape  Sable  District.  This 
was  caused  by  a  car  swerving  to  avoid  a  deer.  No  personal  injuries  resulted. 
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Three  sanitation  inspections  of  the  Concessioners  kitchen  at 
Flamingo  were  conducted  by  "the  Gape  Sable  District  Ranger, 

Building  Fire  Protection;  A  surplus  fire  truck  was  transferred 
fron  Ghickamaugua- Chattanooga  National  Military  Park  to  Everglades  National 
Park  for  use  at  Flamingo.  It  has  been  repainted  and  is  being  refitted  at 
the  Fire  Cache  before  assignment  to  Flamingo. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agenoj es ; 
Mr,  Schafer,  Regional  Forester .t   U.  S,  Forest  Service  visited  the  Chief  Range": 
Office  and  the  Fire  Cache  to  study  our  specialized  fire  equipment.  He  was 
quite  impressed  with  the  glades  buggy-pumper  units  and  took  several  photo- 
graphs of  them. 

U,  So  Department  of  Agriculture  personnel  checked  screwworm  f3.g 
traps  in  the  park. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  continuing  their  Wild  Cotton 
Eradication  Program  in  the  Flamingo  area  and  along  the  Florida  Keys. 

The  University  of  Miami  ferine  Laboratory  initiated  a  creel 
census  in  the  Flamingo  area  on  two  days  of  this  month,  Durbin  Tabb  and 
his  associate  continued  shrimp  studies  in  Coot  Bay, 

Water  Gauging  Station  P-35  was  read  and  serviced. 


District  Ranger  Winte  met  with  Justice  of  the  Peace  Rawlins 
at  Islamorada  and  discussed  jurisdiction  problems  that  could  occur  in 
Florida  Bay.  Cooperative  assistance  was  understood  and  agreed  upon.  Mr. 
Rawlins  is  also  a  Coroner  for  Monroe  County. 

S.A.C.  (Homestead)  Air  Base  furnished  nine  air  navigation  charts 
covering  the  area  between  Salt  Lake  City  and  Homestead.  These  were  for  the 
use  of  Ranger-Pilot  MLele  in  returning  from  Salt  Lake  in  National  Park 
Service  aircraft  he  is  delivering  to  Everglades  National  Park, 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpret! -re  Facilities;  Some  effort  was  made  to  patch  up  and 
repaint  exhibits  in  the  Royal  Palm  Station 0  Much  more  needs  to  be  done  with 
exhibits  there  to  make  them  serve  until  the  station  is  redesigned  to  fill 
its  role  in  the  interpretive  story. 

The  label  holders  for  the  Royal  Palm  Station  have  been  finished 
and  will  be  installed  shortly. 

New  bulletin  boards  to  announce  interpretive  program  and  boat 
schedules  were  purchased  by  the  Natural  History  Association.  These  were 
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installed  at  Royal  Pain  and  Flamingo* 

Intern r e t i-* re  ^ or v j  c e s  •,  A  total  of  6s,0^-U  interpretive  contacts  were 
made  in  the  park   W  '    raj  again  a  pronounced  factor  in  the  interpretive 
program.  Rain;  and  cold  win-dy  Feather  combined  to  reduce  Park  use  and 
participation  in  irri  .  ;  sretifcve  programs*,  Six  programs  were  entirely  rained  out, 
Attendance  at  others  was  materially  reduced  by  inclement  weather. 

At  Flamingo  evening  programs  were  scheduled  four  night  per  week 
and  auto  caravans  were  conducted  when  weather  permitted,,  No  attempt  was  made 
to  interpret  boat  tours  due  to  limited  pei  .onnel. 

Research  and  Observations;  Results  of  the  cold  weather  and  frost 

are  considerable..  It  see  ts  ipparont  'Ghat  fros't  must  be  considered  an 
important  factor  in  the  distribution  of  various  plant  species  within  the  Park. 
Tropical  hardwoods  especially  in  the  pinewoods  and  open  glades  show  heavy 
damage  and  there  is  evidence  that  frost  as  well  as  fire  serves  to  pru&e  back 
under story  plants  in  the  pinelandsc 

A  rather  heavy  mortality  of  shore  birds,.  skimne?*s,  terns,  etc.  was 
noted  in  the  Flamingo  area.  Quite  likely  these  were  casualties  of  Florida's 
coldest  winter. 

April  1  is  the  target  date  for  the  beginning  of  the  controlled 
burning  on  Long  Pine  Key,  Thirteen  of  the  16  idiots  are  already  laid  out. 

The  Florida  Bay  District  Ranger  reports  an.  estimated  2%k   spoonbills 
reared  in  Florida  Bay.  All  but  a  few  adult  and  young  have  left  this  area 
possibly  going  to  the  Cape  Sable  area.  Loss  suffered  by  young  spoonbills 
through  weather  and  depredation  was  small. 

Crocodiles  were  noted  during  the  month  at  Trout  Creek,  Mud  Creek, 
Davis  Creek  and  Joe  Bay. 

Collaborators  Humes  and  Jones,  with  District  Ranger  Winte  have  been 
locating  and  charting  suitable  hammocks  for  the  Liguus  Tree  Snail  p?-oject 
north  and  west  of  the  new  park  road. 

Continuous  cold  weather  proved  to  bo  disastrous  to  many  birds  as 
well  as  other  animal  and  plant  life.  Small  surface  "food"  fish  sought  deeper 
waters  to  escape  the  cold,,  and  many  of  the  surface  feeding  birds  suffered 
from  lack  of  food.  A  doad  Manatee  was  found  dead  in  the  Cape  Sable  District-. 
Slight  frost  damage  was  evident  in  some  sections  of  the  Park. 

An  active  bald  eagle  nest  was  observed  along  the  shore  of  Joe  River, 

Two  young  wood  ibis  were  observed  by  Supervisory  Ranger,  Flamingo. 
It  may  be  the  total  yoo:  :  for  this  year. 

Owls  were  reported  nesting  in  the  box  at  f-^MLle   Tower  as  of  the 
20  th. 
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Tarniani  District  Ranger  reported  a  Bahana  b  Jianaquit  and  six 
sandliill  cranes  near  the  West  boundary  on  the  22nd. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Hanger  Service:  Concession  employees  again  added 
to  the  work  load  of  the  Cape  Sable  District  Rangers  with  three  individuals 
being  arrested  for  disorderly  conduct  and  gambling.  Two  cases  of  drunken 
disturbance  at  the  motel  were  handled  by  the  imager. 

One  minor  accident  occurred  in  the  Royal  Pain  District  in  which  a 
car  traveling  at  high  speed  demolished  a  road  sign  at  the  Royal  Palm  turnoff . 

Two  reports  of  overdue  boats  were  investigated  in  the  Cape  Sable 
District,  Boat  safety  signs  were  erected  in  Buttonwood  Creek. 

An  aircraft  landed  in  the  water  at  Flamingo.  It  was  a  Dade  County 
Sheriff's  airplane.  The  pilot  was  informed  of  the  National  Park  Service 
regulation  prohibiting  aircraft  landings. 

Reposting  of  both  the  East  and  West  boundaries  is  under  way  in 
the  Tamiami  District  with  twenty-seven  new  signs  already  erected  replacing 
twenty- seven  old  signs. 

Inclement  weather  curtailed  boat  patrol  in  both  Florida  Bay  and 
Cape  Sable  Districts.  The  patrol  boat  assigned  to  Florida  Bay  District  is 
still  in  Dry  Dock  at  Coot  Bay. 


month: 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  Protection  Division  patrol  for  the 


Auto 

13,918  miles 

Airplane 

0   " 

Glades  buggy 

0   " 

Boat 

1,223   " 

Air  boat 

281+   " 

20,1125  miles 

Ttie   following  is  a  summary  of  cases  brought  before  the  U.  S. 
Commissioner's  Court  with  actions  taken: 

One  case  involved  Morris  Barron,  Lawrence  Draizin  and  Jimmy  Draizin 
for  illegal  possession  of  loaded  firearms  within  Park  boundaries.  Each 
was  fined  $10.00. 

David  Marcini  for  driving  without  a  valid  Operator's  License  - 
Fined  $35.00. 

Wesley  Bentley  for  driving  without  a  valid  Operator's  License  and 
Speeding  -  15  days  suspended  jail  sentence,  made  to  go  to  church  for  six 
months.  Operator's  license  suspended  for  six  months* 

Ronald  Wagner  for  possession  of  assembled  firearms  within  park 
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boundaries,  Fifteen  days  suspended  sentence  and  gun  confiscated, 

Joseph  Varone  -Speeding  -  Fined  $15 • 

Another  case  involved  Harold  Brownell,  William  Bocook  and  Harry 
Thacher  for  gambling  and  disorderly  conduct,  Brownell  and  Thacher  were 
fined  $10  each  and  given  a  30-day  sentence ♦  Bocook  was  also  fined  $10, 
Thacher  was  jailed  overnight  and  29  days  of  sentence  were  suspended.  All 
30-days  of  Brownell' s  sentence  were  suspended, 

Maintenance  personnel  cleared  Buttonwood  Creek  of  logs,  stumps 
and  other  debris  causing  navigational  hazards. 

Two  old  shrinp  barges  which  had  cluttered  the  Marina  area  at 
Flamingo  were  hauled  out  of  the  water  and  burned. 

The  National  Park  Service  and  Intercounty  Telephone  and  Telegraph 
Co.  radio  transmitters  were  moved  to  a  new  location  behind  the  water  stand- 
pipe. 

Island. 


Fire  Control  Aids  remodeled  and  repainted  the  Fire  Cache  at  Pine 


Concessions:  Sightseeing  boat  operations  have  been  moved  to 
Basin  No.  2,  thereby  relieving  congestion  at  Basin  No.  1  in  the  Marina. 
Special  trips  are  being  offered  on  the  weekend  to  satisfy  the  increasing 
demand  of  the  public  for  such  trips. 

A  Staff  Meeting  of  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.,  and  Park  Service 
personnel  resulted  in  a  designation  of  areas  of  responsibility  for  protection 
and  maintenance  work  delegated  to  the  concessioner  and  the  Service. 

Forest  Fire  Protection;  Fire  danger  remained  down  during  the 
first  half  of  the  month  but  frost  killed  vegetation  and  a  dropping  water 
level  brougtt  an  increase  in  hazards  toward  the  end  of  February,  This  is 
the  longest  period  of  time  during  fire  season  the  park  has  enjoyed  without 
a  fire, 

A  roadside  fire  was  extinguished  by  the  Tamiami  District  Ranger 
on  the  22nd.  Burned  area  was  negligible. 

Two  complete  glades  buggy-pumper  units  were  repainted.  One  unit 
was  entered  in  the  Homestead  Rodeo  parade  and  received  many  favorable  comments 
from  parade  spectators. 
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Design  and  Construction 

New  Construction:  The  l6-mile  water  line  for  Flamingo  has  been 
completed  and  final  inspection  will  be  made  within  the  next  ten  days. 

The  electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo  is  approximately 
30  per  cent  complete.  All  lights  in  the  Marina  Area  are  installed  and 
the  contractor  is  installing  the  underground  cable  to  the  camping  and 
picnic  areas. 

Bids  were  opened  for  the  construction  of  the  Camp tender's 
Residence,  Shelter  and  three  Comfort  Stations  and  the  contractor  expects 
to  start  work  the  early  part  of  March. 

The  contractor  for  the  Lagoon  Sewage  Disposal  System,  at 
Flamingo,  is  waiting  for  delivery  of  material  before  starting  work. 

Work  on  the  Park  Road  is  complete  except  for  some  bank  sloping 
and  cleanup. 

VISITORS 

Mr.  Stout,  Landscape  Architect,  EODC  and  Mr.  Obenschain, 
B,  F,  R.,  visited  the  area  in  connection  with  construction  of  the  Park 
Road.  Mr.  David  Kaplan,  Electrical  Engineer,  EODC,  spent  two  weeks  in 
the  Park  in  connection  with  the  work  at  Flamingo. 


Daniel  B.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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Summary  of  March  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Page 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 


Spring  rains  keep  water  level  high 

First  month  since  opening  of  new 
park  road  to  show  decrease  in  travel 
with  suitable  weather 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


New  aircraft  flown  to  Park.  Boundary 
near  Hole-in- Doughnut  survey  by  park 
personnel.  Asst.  Secretary  Ernst, 
Director  Wirth  and  Regional  Director 
Cox  taken  on  boat  trip  and  then  in  airboats 
to  the  headwaters  of  Broad  River. 


PERSONAL: 


SAFETY  AMD  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


New  Asst,  Chief  Ranger  selected.  One 
career  appointment  made.  One  WAE  Ranger 
Naturalist  employed 

Sanitation  inspection  of  kitchen  at 
Flamingo  restaurant.  Two  automobile 
accidents  investigated. 

Water  gauging  station  repaired  by 
U.  3.  Coa,st  and  Geodetic  Survey. 
Department  of  Agriculture  inspected 
screwworm  fly  traps  in  Park 

Aerial  reconnaissance  was  made  for 
trail  to  Bear  Lake  Mounds  and  Mahogany 
Hammock,  as  well  as  for  Rowdy  Bend  Rd. 

58,729  contacts  were  made  during  month 
Flamingo  programs  twice  daily  meet  with 
excellent  response.  Comments  on  museum 
remain  favorable 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATIONS:  Park  Biologist  attended  N.  A.  wildlife 

conference.  Cuthbert  and  East  River 
rookeries  reformed.  Wind  damaged  some 
trees  in  Mahogany  Hammock.  Long  Pine 
Key  controlled  burning  should  start 
this  month.  Crocodiles  are  visiting 
last  years  nests;  egg  laying  will 
probably  be  later  than  usual.  Two 
Flamingoes  seen  at  Stump  Pass  and 
Madiera  Bay  banks  - 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES 
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Spoonbills  still  seen  near  nesting  keys- 
300  Wood  Ibis  seen  in  Tamiami  Trail 
District.  Seven  dead  nanatee  reported 
by  Cape  Sable  Ranger.  Owls  still  in- 
cubating at  "J -Mile   tower. 


PROTECTION: 


Four  search  and  rescue  operations. 
Two  speeding  cases  taken  before 
Commissioner.  One  disorderly  conduct 
case.  Three  Cubans  with  firearms  in 
park  given  suspended  sentences  and 
guns  confiscated.  Aid  was  given  the 
U.   S.  Air  Force  in  removing  bodies 
from  crashed  plane  in  glades  buggies. 
Investigators  of  crash  were  trans- 
ported to  scene  in  same  equipment 
Questionnaires  are  being  distributed 
to  fishermen  in  conjunction  with  U.  of 
M.  Marine  Laboratory  biologists.  Stone 

crabbers  notified  of  permit  requirement 
for  next  season. 


CONCESSIONS: 


Turnover  of  personnel  creating  serious 
situation. 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Mosiac  of  Lon^  Pine  Key  made  from  aerial 
photographs.  Standby  assistance  given 
Mills  Construction  Co.  in  burning  waste. 
Brush  cleared  from  Lostman1 s  River 
Patrol  Station.  C.nly  March  in  history 
of  Park  without  fire.  New  fire  truck  in 
operation 
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In  reply  refer  to: 

A2823 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT1 S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

March  1958 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  South  Florida  enjoyed  springlike  weather 
during  most  of  the  month.  Rainfall  was  abundant  and  evenly  distributed 
over  the  entire  park  keeping  water  levels  high.  The  water  gauge  at  Taylor 
Slough  stood  at  2.49  feet  at  the  end  of  the  month  as  compared  with  1.75 
feet  for  the  same  month  in  1957. 

Small  craft  warnings  were  flown  for  three  days  during  the  month. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park; 


:Max.  Temp. 

;Mean  Max," 

Min.  Temp. 

:i-ean  Mln,, 

: Rainfall: 

1  36° 

:  79-2°  ; 

;  4i° 

!  58.2° 

:6.51"   : 

:   85°   ! 

:  78.2°  i 

:  ki°    ; 

!  61.9°  1 

:8.05"   i 

':      88° 

!  81.8°  ! 

,  U6°    ; 

!  61.10  ! 

15.55"   ': 

1   85° 

:  78°    : 

ki° 

!  67.3° 

\h.96"       \ 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Flamingo  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Key  Largo 

The  precipitation  average  for  the  park  was  6.27  inches.  This  is 
considerably  above  the  seven  year  March  average  of  1.6l  inches. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Although  March  weather  was 
improved  over  that  of  February  for  visitation  there  was  a  decrease  in 
travel.  Total  travel  for  the  period  rco-ched  1*1,329  which  is  a  decrease 
of  16  per  cent  as  compared  to  the  same  month  last  year.  This  may  be 
accounted  for  by  the  road  opening  to  Flamingo  last  year  after  having  been 
closed  for  over  a  year.  Bad  weather  in  February  also  lowered  the  number 
of  tourists  over  the  entire  state.  Visitors  came  from  h"   states,  2  U.  S 
territories,  7  Canadian  provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries: 
Mexico,  Austria,  Scotland,  England,  Germany,  Bermuda  and  Philippines. 
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Ecat  travel  at  Flamingo  showed  an  increase  of  almost  100  per  cent 
with  2,002  boats  including  concessioner  rentals  and  sightseeing  boats. 
Boat  travel  in  the  Florida  Bay  District  showed  a  decrease  of  22  per  cent 
over  March  of  1957. 

Visitors: 


D.  C. 
D.  C. 


Mr.  Roger  C.  Ernst,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington 
Mr.  Conrad  L.  Wirth,  Director,  National  Park  Service,  Washington, 


Mr.  Elbert  Cox,  Regional  Director,  Region  One,  N.P.S.,  Richmond,  Va 
Mi'.  John  Alden  Knight,  Fishing  writer,  Pennsylvania 
Mr.  Webster,  Chief  Pathologist,  National  Capital  Parks 
Mr.  Corley,  U.  Si  Public  Health  Service,  Atlanta,  Ga. 
Mr.  Farouk  Salah  El-din  al  Baban,  Development  Board  of  Iraq, 
Miss  Florence  Taaffe,  Chief,  Public  Information  Section,  Division 
of  Interpretation,  National  Park  Service,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Special  Activities:  Supervisory  Ranger  Ralph  E.  Miele  flew  to 
Salt  Lake  City  via  commercial  airline,  returning  in  the  Park's  first  air- 
craft, a  Piper  super-Cub  PA-18.  This  is  a  long  awaited  addition  to  our 
equipment.  Total  flying  time  for  the  return  trip  was  28  hours,  50  minutes 
covering  2,950  miles. 

The  Park  Engineer  was  assisted  by  District  Ranger  Senne, 
Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Miele  and  Fire  Control  Aid  Mulberry  in  surveying 
the  National  Park  Service  boundary  adjoining  the  Iori  Brothers  farm  in 
the  Hole-in- the -Doughnut. 

The  Junior  Wildlife  Conservation  League  of  South  Dade  was  given 
a  conducted  tour  of  the  7-Mile  Tower  area  by  Park  Ranger  Whitmoyer. 

The  Tamiami  District  Ranger  attended  a  barbecue  given  by  the 
"Buggie  Club"  located  near  Monroe  Station.  Many  contacts  were  made  with 
members  and  their  guests. 

Rangers  attached  to  the  Cape  Sable  District  conducted  five 
"Boat-a-Cades"  during  the  month  with  a  total  of  78  boats  participating. 

Assistant  Secretary  Ernst  was  flown  to  Everglades  City  in  the 
Park  aircraft  to  view  the  area  that  will  be  investigated  by  a  Congressional 
Committee  next  month. 

Assistant  Secretary  Ernst,  Director  Wirth,  and  Regional  Director 
Cox  were  given  a  boat  trip  to  Shark  River  and  Rookery  Branch.  There  they 
were  met  by  Rangers  in  airboats  who  took  them  to  the  headwaters  of  the 
Broad  River  and  returned. 

Administration 

Personnel:  Karl  T.  Gilbert's  transfer  was  effective  March  1,  from 
Assistant  Chief  Ranger  at  Everglades  to  Ch  .ef  Park  Ranger  GS-i+53-11  at 
Shenandoah  National  Park. 
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Clifford  W.  Sonne  was  pror.otcd  from  Supervisory  Park  Ranger 
(District  Park  Ranger),  GS-^53-7j  to  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  (Assistant 
Chief  Ranger_  GS-^53-9,  effective  March  9,  1958.  This  position  was  vacated 
by  Karl  T.  Gilbert's  transfer  to  Shenandoah  National  Park. 

Roy  S.  Evenson's  Career- Conditional  Appointment  as  Park  Ranger, 
GS-A53-5#  was  converted  to  Career  Appointment  effective  March  2,  1958,  he 
having  completed  his  3-year  creditable  service  period. 

Janes  F.  Colson  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  NTE  May  31,  1958, 
WAE,  as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist,  IGS-^53-l+,  under  Sched.  A-6.110(f )(l), 
effective  March  1,  1958. 

Safety  and  Health;  An  inspection  of  the  kitchen  at  the  Visitor's 
Center  restaurant  at  Flamingo  was  made  by  Mr.  Cor ley,  U.  S.  Public  Health 
Service  accompanied  by  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  Shaw  and  Engineer  Mikell. 
Two  follow-up  inspections  were  made  by  Cape  Sable  District  personnel. 

One  minor  automobile  accident  occurred  near  the  Mahogany  Hammock 
turnoff  when  a  vehicle  stopped  to  allow  the  occupants  to  observe  a  deer 
and  was  struck  by  another  vehicle.  Minor  damage  was  sustained  by  both 
vehicles  with  no  injury  to  the  occupants. 

Another  automobile  accident  involving  a  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  vehicle  and  two  Cadillacs  occurred  at  Flamingo.  A  out  $500 
damage  was  sustained  by  the  Cadillacs  and  $50  damage  by  the  "Cotton 
Pickers"  vehicle. 

Several  investigations  were  made  of  minor  injuries  to  visitors. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  Mr. 
Stanley  Leach  cf  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  repaired  the  water 
gauging  station  (P-3*0« 

Mr.  Jim  Eurton  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  inspected 
screwworm  fly  traps  at  7-Mile  Tower  and  in  Florida  Day.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Rangers  Eorgman  and  Stokes. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities:   The -permanent  plaatic  imbedded  labels 
installed  on  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  have  been  in  use  about  three  weeks  and 
£hov  no  evidence  of  vandalism.  They  seem  to  be 'well  usedjmd  arc  quite, 
satisfactory.  Ths  preliminary  plans  for  the  interpretive  road  to  the  Eear. 
Lake  Mounds  were  made.  Also,  the  trhile  through  the  Mahogany1 Hammock  and 
the  Mangrove  were  located.  Aerial  reconnaissance  was  made  for  these  and 
the  proposed  Rowdy  Bend  Road. 

Interpretive  Services :  A  total  of  58,729  interpretive  contacts 
were  made  during  the  month.  Five  programs  were  scheduled  daily  at  Royal 
Palm  and  two  at  Flamingo.  The  Flamingo  program  met  with  enthusiastic 
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reception.  Evening  prgrams  were  especially  well  attended.  Comments  about 
the  museum  continue  to  be  quite  favorable. 

Research  and  Observation:  The  Park  3iologist  attended  the  North 
American  Wildlife  Conference  in  St.  Louis  March  3-5  which  was  followed  by  an 
informal  get-together  of  all  National  Park  Service  biologists  on  March  6. 

Cuthbert  and  East  River  rookeries  have  reformed.  Birds  at 
Cuthbert  are  primarily  Wood  Ibis  while  those  at  East  River  are  mainly  White 
Ibis,  There  are  an  estimated  700  birds  in  Cuthbert  and  about  1,000  at  East 
River,  The  severe  wind  storm  and  rain  squall  of  March  25  apparently  did 
not  destroy  the  nesting  colonies.  A  snowy  egret  rookery  containing  about 
200  pairs  was  noted  on  Oyster  Key. 

Storms  did  considerable  damage  to  various  areas  of  the  Park,  and 
especially  to  the  Ma  ogany  Hammock  where  several  large  trees  were  uprooted, 
and  the  famous  largest  mahogany  lost  its  main  remaining  branch. 

Experimental  plots  for  the  first  block  of  the  Long  Pine  Key 
prescribed  burn  area  were  virtually  completed  during  the  month. 

The  District  Ranger  reports  crocodiles  are  visiting  last  years 
nest  sites  in  the  Florida  Bay  area,  and  that  egg  laying  will  probably 
occur  in  April  which  ib  later  than  usual.  He  has  also  noted  two  Flamingoes 
several  times  during  the  month.  One  at  Stump  Pass  and  one  at  Maderia  Bay 
banks. 

Spoonbills  were  still  seen  around  the  nesting  keys  and  feeding 
in  the  swamp  areas  of  Key  Largo.  A  flock  of  forty  were  noted  regularly  at 
Tern  Key. 

Three  hundred  Wood  Ibis  were  seen  in  Tamiami  District  on  the 
20th  by  the  Rangers.  Ralph  Johnston's  family  of  owls  are  still  incubating 
at  7-Mile  Tower. 

Seven  dead  manatee  were  reported  by  District  Park  Ranger  at 
Cape  Sable.  They  were  probably  killed  as  a  result  of  the  past  winters 
prolonged  cold  weather. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  Rangers  were  busy  this  month  with 
a  number  of  violations  and  search  and  rescue  services. 

Three  search  and  rescue  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  Cape 
Sable  District  and  one  in  the  Florida  Bay  District.  One  search  involving 
the  Park  aircraft,  Coast  Guard  and  boats  resulted  in  the  rescue  of  four 
persons  who  remained  out  overnight.  They  had  become  lost  in  the  Man- 
grove labyrinth  between  the  Lane  and  Roberts  River.  Mechanical  trouble 
forced  them  to  stay  there  through  a  night  of  rain  and  wind.  The  Park 
aircraft  found  them  and  led  the  rescue  boats  into  the  maze  of  waterways 
and  back  out.  The  party  of  four  suffered  no  ill  effects  from  their  wild 
night. 
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Speeding  on  the  park  road  resulted  in  the  issue  of  17  warnings. 
Two  cases  of  speeding  were  taken  to  the  U.  S.  Commissioner.  One  case 
involved  a  concession  employee,  William  Crone,  who  was  found  guilty  and 
fined  $15.  A  second  speeding  case  involved  Maurice  Nierenberg  of  Chicago, 
Illinois  resulting  in  Mr.  Nierenberg  forfeiting  his  $15  bond  by  not 
appearing.  Concession  employees  again  took  the  "limelight"  with  a  scuffle 
involving  three  of  the  kitchen  help.  Mr.  Laurence  Idol  was  found  guilty  of 
disorderly  conduct  and  given  a  thirty-day  suspended  sentence. 

District  Bark  Rangers  from  Tamiami  and  Key  Largo  apprehended  three 
Cubans  with  firearms  on  7-Mile  Road.  They  claimed  they  were  looking  for  a 
place  to  practice  shooting  their  guns  to  gain  skill  to  use  in  the  Cuban 
Revolution  against  the  Batista  government.  They  were  taken  before  the 
U.  S.  Commissioner  and  each  received  a  thirty-day  suspended  sentence  and 
their  guns  were  confiscated. 

On  the  13  a  B-U7  Stratojet  bomber  from  the  S.A.C.  airbase  at 
Homestead  exploded  and  crashed  in  the  glades  just  east  of  Pine  Island. 
Rangers  and  Fire  Control  Aids  assisted  the  U.  S.  Air  Force  by  bringing  out 
the  bodies  of  the  four  airmen  who  were  killed  and  transporting  the  in- 
vestigating committee  to  the  crash  site  in  glades  buggies. 

District  Ranger  from  Key  Largo  became  actively  engaged  in  assisting 
University  of  Miami  Marine  Laboratory  biologists  in  a  park  Pishing  Study. 
Questionnaires  are  being  distributed  to  fishermen  in  park  waters.  Fishing 
caiip  operators  are  being  contacted  and  encouraged  to  keep  survey  records  of 
persons  fishing  out  of  their  camps.  The  Key  Largo  District  Ranger  accompanie 
by  Fish  and  Wildlife  Officer  Jack  Watson  investigated  a  deer  hide  found  on 
Couch  Key.  Investigation  put  suspicion  en  the  U.S.D.A.  wild  cotton 
eradication  crew  which  was  working  out  of  a  house  boat  around  Dig  Pine  Key. 
District  Ranger  contacted  the  crew  and  informed  them  of  the  regulations. 

Stone  crabbers  in  Florida  Bay  have  been  contacted  and  told  that 
special  use  permits  would  be  required  to  operate  in  park  waters  during  the 
next  stone  crab  season  which  begins  October  15.  The  present  season  closes 
on  April  15. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileage: 

Auto 

Glades  Buggy 

Boat 

Airboat 

Airplane 


TOTAL 


19,688 

miles 

9 

it 

1,780 

11 

5k9 

11 

775 

11 

22,801 

miles 

Concessions:  The  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.,  is  still  having  a  large 
turnover  of  personnel.  Two  of  their  key  men  have  submitted  resignations  and 
a  third  was  fired  during  the  last  week  of  the  month.  The  Marina  was  closed 
for  two  nights  due  to  lack  of  personnel. 
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Forest  Fire  Protection;  Aerial  photographs  of  the  Long  Pine  Key 
area  were  taken  and  a  large  mosaic  was  Lade.  This  will  be  very  useful  in 
the  control  of  fires  and  studies  to  be  conducted  in  connection  with  the  Long 
Pine  Key  burning  plan. 

Standby  assistance  was  given  the  Mills  Construction  Co.  in  burning 
several  large  piles  of  slash  and  other  debris  incidental  to  their  con- 
struction projects  at  Concrete  Bridge  and  the  Long  Pine  Key  campground. 

Brush  was  cleared  and  burned,  around  the  Lostnan*s  River  patrol 
station.  This  was  done  to  permit  the  prevailing  winds  an  opportunity  to 
keep  the  mosquitoes  and  sand  fleas  blown  back  into  the  dense  mangroves. 

High  water  in  the  glades  and  frequent  rains  have  given  us  one  of 
the  longest  periods  in  the  history  of  the  park  without  a  fire.  This  is 
the  only  March  since  the  establishment  of  the  park  without  a  fire. 

Building  Fire  Protection:  The  fire  truck  recently  acquired  has 
been  repainted,  refitted  and  is  now  in  service. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

New  Construction:  The  16-raile  water  line  to  Flamingo  is  completed 
and  has  been  accepted. 

The  electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo  is  approximately 
75  per  cent  complete  and  the  contractor  is  installing  the  telephone  circuits 

The  lagoon  type  sewage  disposal  system  at  Flamingo  is  about  15 
per  cent  complete.  Work  on  the  road  is  under  way  and  the  contractor  is 
installing  the  main  sewage  line. 

Construction  of  the  Camp tender ' s  Residence,  Shelter  and  3 
Comfort  Stations  will  probably  get  under  way  the  first  week  in  April. 

Contract  for  Planting  in  the  Flamingo  area  has  been  awarded  and 
the  contractor  expects  to  start  work  in  the  near  future. 

Visitors; 

Mr.  Cron,  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,  visited  the  area  in  connection 
with  construction  of  the  park  road.  Mr.  W.  E.  O'Neil,  of  the  Washington 
Office  was  in  the  area  to  negotiate  a  contract  for  professional  services 
in  connection  with  proposed  new  construction. 


'*wC' 


Daniel  B.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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of  April  19^0  Monthly  Narrative  Report 
for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Pare 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 

MISCELLANEOUS: 


Scant  rainfall  caused  water  level  drop  1 

Travel  increased  33^>.  Wilderness  1 
camping  increased . 

Adlai  Stevenson  and  two  Congressmen 

were  here  during  month  2 

Congressional  Committee  hearings  on 

boundary  were  held  in  Miami •  2 

Testimonial  dinner  given  for  Superintendent 

D.  B.  Board  2 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 


Reorganization  of  Ranger  Activities 
Division  accomplished.  Numerous 
seasonal  employees  departed. 

Two  visitors  and  two  concessioner 
employees  injured.  None  seriously 
"Ulitary  jet  plane  crashed  within 
-oundaries.  Concessioner  sight- 
seeing boat  had  corrective  measure0, 
taken  to  meet  safety  requirements. 
Garbage  can  storage  area  added  at 
Flamingo.  Sanitation  inspection 
hela  of  concessioner  facilities 


2 
3 


COOPERATION: 


OPERATIONS: 


Assistant  Superintendent  moderator 
at  Ninth  Annual  Park  Short  Course. 
Weather  Bureau  installed  new  equip- 
ment to  permit  removal  of  wind- 
charger,  U.  of  M.  biologist  and 
rangers  cooperating  on  boat  counts, 
fishing  areas  and  creel  censuses. 
Shrill  studies  by  U.  of  M.  continue. 
■,-x'i   .....con  installed  at  Flamingo 

One  search  and  rescue  operation. 
Three  cases  brought  before  U.  3. 
Commissioner.  Fifteen  aircraft 
patrols  mde.  Three  night  airboat 
patrols.  One  rescue  from  aircraft 
accide  it  made.  Stone  crabbers 
were  L/arned  of  closing  season. 
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INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


IKTERPRETIVS  31  '•'"  ' 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATTO.  3 ; 


CONCESSIONER: 
CQMPALIMTS: 

FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Planning  route  of  Mfcngrove  Trail 
couple tee.  Route  of  Mahogany 
Famnock  Trail  nearing  completion 
Filar  of  Everglades  nears  cor.ipletion . 
'  :rt  of  TV  production  completed  in 
Park.  Park  library  inventoried. 

66,093  visitors  contacted.  Some 
programs  dropped  fe.^  sunner  season. 
Boat-a-Cade  popularity  continues . 

Birds  dwindle  due  to  low  vater  and 
seasono.l  nigra tions.  Rookeries 
extremely  snail.  Dildo  Key  rookery 
again  appears  actxv^ ,  First  block 
of  controlled  burn  ac coop li shed. 
Snail  project  continues.  One 
additional  col'.' bora  tor  nov;  on 
this  project. 

Personnel  remains  largest  problen 


Service  and  prices  of  concessioner 
..t  Flaningo 


Aid  en  controlled  burn.  One  non- 
si;atisL,ieal  fire. 


Page 
6 


6 
7 


7 
7 
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In  reply  refer  to: 

sftoo 


UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVEFGLADES  HATIQHAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  KOi^'IILY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  IIATIOUAL  PARK 

April  1953 

General 

Weather  Condi t i cr  -  ;  VJarm  summer  weather  arrived,  but  little 
rainfall  occurred  throughout  the  glades  portic.   i  c  ie  Park.  Water  levels 
were  dropping  fast  tower  the  end  of  the  month.  The  water  level  at  Taylor 
Slough  stood  at  O.cO  .?   0  at  the  enC   of  this   nth  compared  with  2.U9  feet 
recorded  at  the  end  ji"  o.rch. 

Small  craft  warning  were  flown  for  onl^  five  days  of  the  month. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:  Max.  Temp. 

:   i 

lean  Max. 

:    Min.   Teijp 

. 

:   Mean  Min. 

:  Ppt.: 

Royal  Palm  Station 

:         906 

• 

83.O0 

;     54° 

62.9°      I 

• 

:  0.32" 

Flamingo  Station 

;    89° 

• 
• 

82.90 

;    5Y° 

6^.7°      i 

'  0.82" 

.ami  Station           : 

o?c 

• 
• 

85  .o°  ; 

:           k9° 

66.0°       j 

0.58"' 

Key  Largo                       : 

86° 

• 
* 

81.6°     \ 

61° 

70.6°       : 

1.73" 

Increase  01 

:  Decrease  i; 

1   Tj 

•avel:     Trs 

ivel  to  tl  2 

P^ 

ir 

Is  increases 

1 

33  per  cent  over  that  of  April  last  /ear.  Total  travel  amounted  to  50,5^7. 
Visitors  came  from  kh   states,  one  U,  S.  territory,  si::  Canadian  Provinces 
and  the  following  foreign  countries!  England,  Germany,  Venezuela,  Italy, 
Cuba,  Jamaica,  Dutch  Guiana,  Austria,  Colombia,  Israel,  Chile,  Ireland  and 
Holland. 

Boat  travel  at  Pic  Li  •  ;o  failed  to  increase  Tor  the  first  time  in 
several  months,  but  there  ksg  a  considerable  increase  in  boat  travel 
over  that  of  the  same  month  for  past  years.  Th  total  number  of  boats 
observed  in  the  Mangrove  District  ..mounted  to  1,327,  including  2h:j   rental 
boats  from  Flamingo. 
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Canp ground  use  at  Flamingo  wa?  light,  but  wilderness  camping, 

particularly  in  the  Lostmar.'s  Fiver  arc  -.,  increased.  There  were  a  total 
of  6>1  camper  days  recorded  in  the  fcflan  ,.      c  District. 

Visitors; 

Mr.  Adlai  Stevenson,  Illinois 

Mr.  Philip  Wiley,  author,  Miami,  Florida 

Congressman  Michael  Kinwan,  Ohio,  Chairman,  House  Appropriations 
Committee 

Congre^  sman  Edward  B.  Boiand,  Massachusetts,  House  Appropriations 
Committee 

Mr.  Otis  Beasley,  Asst.  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  D.C. 

Mr.  Warren  Kami'   n,  Assistant  Superintendent,  Yellowstone  National 
Par': 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  Raymond  Vinton,  C   illo  de  San  Marcos  National 
Monument 

Baron  and  Baroness  deTelssier 

Mr.  David  0  :  r raker,  Assistant  to  Chief  naturalist  Doerr, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Messrs.  Pardue  and  Cliase  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau 

District  Ranger  Edward  Parsegan,  Mount  Rainier  IT.  tional  Park 

Ranger  Onelick  Evergreen,  Washington  Office 

Special  Activities:  Quarterly  emergency  and  first  aid  equipment 
inspections  were  made  in  the  Mangrove  and  Glades  Districts.  All  deficiencies 
found  were  corrected. 

A  Congressional  Committee,  her  ?d  by  Mrs.  Gracie  Pfost  spent  four 
days  in  Miami,  Everglades  City  .ad  the  '. ..  .*k  on  hearings  concerning  the 
proposed  northwest  entension.  The  i^ea  '  ;s,  airing  the  pro-extension  and 
opposition  views  on  the  boundary  '.'ere  held  at  the  Miami  Public  Library. 

Miscellaneous:  A  testimonial  dinner  honoring  Superintendent 
Beard  was  held  at  Flamingo.  Mosi  of  the  members  of  'uhe  original  Everglades 
national  Park  Commission,  Park  staff  members  and  -,.riv  :s,  and  staff  members 
of  the  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.,  were  present.  Mr.  John  Pennekamp, 
Associate  Editor  of  the  Miami  Herald  acted  as  Master  of  Ceremonies. 

Adi  d.aistration 

Personnel:  Reo\  .  ization  of  the  Ranger  Activities  Division  and 
implementation  of  the  ne..  ..  nger  standards  bvougl  t  about  the  following 
changes:  Cape  Sable  District  and  Florida  Ec :  )istrict  became  Bubdistricts 
of  the  new  large  Mangrove  District.  District  Ranger  Sorgraan  was  promoted 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Mangrove  District.  Supervisory  Park  Ranger 
Shaw  was  promoted  and  Dade  Cape  Sa.jle  Sv'uJistrict  Ranger. 

Royal  Palm  District  and  Tamir.mi  District  became  subdistricts  of 
the  new  large  Glades  District.  Supervisory  Park  Ranker  Miele  was  promoted 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  Royal  Palm  Subdistricc  The  Glides  District 
Ranger  position  is  now  vacant. 
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Howard  A.  Copas  transferred  to  Great  Smoky  Mountains  National  Park 
as  Park  Ranger,  GS-U53-5,  effective  April  20,  1958. 

Wilder  II.  Walker  transferred  to  Great  Smoky  Mountains  national  Park 
as  Park  Ranger,  GS-453-5,  effective  April  20,  1958 

Vere  L.  Griffon  was  given  a  Temporary  Appointment  -  PER,  as 
Maintenanceraan,  Ungraded,  Position  No.  •),   Fort  Jefferson  National  Monument. 
He  is  filling  the  position  vacated  by  Mr.  Robert  R.  Barber,  now  a  temporary 
caretaker  with  Everglades  National  Paik. 

Robert  R.  Barber.  Give  a  temporary  appointment  NTE  IO/8/58 
as  Caretaker  (Ungraded)  at  Everglades  National  Park  effective  April  9,  1958 

John  L.  Taylor.  Gi  en  Temporary  Appointment  NTE  6/30/58  as  Fire 
Control  Aid  (Seasonal)  GS-^56-^,  «1>3,kL5«  p. a. 

Nancy  VanMeter  was  terminated  from  Excepted  Limited  Appointment,  as 
Park  Ranger-Naturalist  (Seasonal),  IGS-':-53-U,  effective  April  l6,  1958. 

Donald  R.  Brown.  Terminated  from  Excepted  Limited  Appointment  as 
Seasonal  Park  Ranger  (General),  IGS-^53-^  effective  April  15,  1958. 

Ernest  J.  Borgman.  Promoted  to  Super /isory  Park  Ranger  (District 
Park  Ranger),  Position  No.  7,  Mangrove  District,  GS-!i53-9,  effective 
April  20,  1958. 

Ralph  E.  Miele.  Promoted  to  Super  iscry  Park  Ranger  (Subdistrict 
Pari:  Ranger),  Position  No.  17,  GS-^53-7,  C lades  District,  Royal  Palm  Sub- 
district,  effective  April  20,  1958. 

Bruce  W.  Shaw.  P:  amoted  to  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  (Subdistrict 
Pari:  Ranger),  Position  No.  19,  Mangrove  District,  Cape  Sable  Subdistrict, 
GS-i.53-7,  effective  April  20,  I958. 

Richard  A.  £  okes  was  reassigned  from  Supervisory  Park  Ranger 
(District  Park  Ranger),  Position  No.  b,  GS-453-7*  Tamiami  District,  to 
Supervisory  Park  Ranger,  (Subdistrict  Park  Ranger),  Position  No.  8,  Glades 
District,  Tamiami  Subdistrict,  GS-4-53-7i  effective  April  20,  1958. 

Erwin  C.  Winte  was  reassigned  from  Supervisory  Park  Ranger  (Distric 
Park  Ranger),  Position  No.  kh,   Florida  Bay  District,  GS-453-7,  effective 
April  20,  1958. 

Carl  C.  VonPaulsen  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointed  NTE  three  years 
as  Collaborator  WITHOUT  COMPENSATION  effective  April  29.  He  is  to  work  with 
Collaborators  Humes  and  Jones  on  the  Tree  Snail  project. 

John  P.  Pola  was  terminated  from  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid  positio 
GG-^e-k,  effective  April  30,  19!  3. 

Safety  and  Health:   There  were  four  personal  injury  accidents,  two 
of  which  involved  concessioner  employees  and  two  of  which  were  visitors. 
Hone  of  the  accidents  irere  serious. 

a  military  jet  plane  crashed  near  the  mouth  of  the  Broad  P.iver. 
The  pilot  escaped  injury  by  bailing  out.  He  was  picked  up  by  a  fishing 
boa  t . 

The  concessioner  sighi   eing  boat  "Play  ate  /I"  was  taken  out  of 
service,  certain  safety  defied  jj.es  were  corrected  and  is  back  in  operation 

The  Flamingo  rcari  ...  has  added  a  garbage  can  storage  area  which  is 
removed  from  public  view. 
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U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  Inspector  McLean  inspected  the 

Coot  Bay  employees'  quarters  and  kitchen.  The  quarters  were 
satisfactory,  but  conditions  in  the  kitchen  were  such  it  was  given  an  un- 
satisfactory rating  by  the  inspector.  The  concessioner's  kitchen  facility 
at  Flamingo  was  also  found  to  have  several  unsatisfactory  sanitation  features 
which  will  necessitate  c  erections. 

Coe  erative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Locel  Agencies : 
Assistant  Superintendent  Pry  attended  the  Ninth  Annual  Short  Course  at 
O'Lona  State  Park  March  31-Aprii  j.  He  acted  as  moderator  of  the  panel  on 
"Good  Maintenance  and  Good  Maintenance  Personnel",  and  also  ^ave  an 
illustrated  evening  talk  on  Everglades  National  Park.  The  Short  Course 
is  sponsored  by  the  Florida  Institute  ef  Park  Executives,  the  Florida  Park 
Service,  the  National  Park  Service,  the  American  Institute  of  Park  Executives, 
and  the  University  of  Florida. 

The  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  Installed  an  anemometer  and  barometer 
at  the  Flamingo  power  house.  Concessioner  employees  have  been  designated 
cooperative  observers  for  reading  the  i.airuments.  This  will  make  it 
possible  for  the  Weather  Bureau  to  remove  the  unsightly  windcharger  and 
other  structure  at  Flamingo.  Weather  Bureau  officials  were  taken  to 
Lostman's  River  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  installing  an  automatic 
transmitting  weather  station  there. 

A  meeting  of  U  i versify  el  Miami  iaa  ;..-.  laboratory  Biologists 
Ellis  ana  Smith  and  cooperating  Rangers  was  held  at  leadquarters .  Messrs. 
Ellis  and  Smith  outlined  the  survey  now  bei..  ,     i  :tec  and  we  have  agreed 
to  assist  in  the  project  by  the  gathering  of  certain  data  during  -the 
normal  ranger  boat  and  plane  patrols.  In  general,  data  to  be  gathered  by 
the  rangers  will  consist  of  sports  and  commercial  fishing  boat  counts, 
main  fishing  areas,  and  creel  censuses. 

Marine  Biologists  Tabb  and  Dubrow  of  the  University  of  Miami  Marine 
Laboratory  are  continuing  shrimp  studies  in  the  Mangrove  District. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  Wild  Cotton  Eradication  Project 
was  terminated  early  this  month.  The  camp  at  Flamingo  was  c'isbanded. 

Screwwcrm  traps  aere  cnecked  weekly  by  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  Inspector. 

Cooperating  Non-Govera  rente  I  Agencies;   Radio  beacon  equipment  \ ras 
installed  at  Flamingo  in  connection  with  oil  explorations  in  the  Gulf  of 

Meaico. 
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Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service  Cue  search  and  rescue  operation  was 
conducted,  in  the  Mangrove  District  when  a  boat  broke  &o\m  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Broad  River. 

Two  drivers  involved  In  an  accident  were  cited  for  reckless  driving. 
The  U.  S.  Commissioner  found  each  guilty  and  imposed  fines  of  $25. 

A  concessioner  employee  has  been  cited  for  unauthorized  use  of 
property  in  custody  of  the  concessioner.  The  concessioner  General  Manager 
preferred  charges  and  the  case  is  poncing. 

Ten  commercial  fishing  boats  -..'ere  contacted  in  the  Sandy  Key 
and  Lake  Ingraham  areas,  and  y£>   were  contacted  in  the  Lostman's-Gulf  Coast 
arer.s . 

Fifteen  flights  were  made  this  month,  Plying  time  totaled  38 
hours.  Most  members  of  the  Ranger  Activities  Division  had  opportunities  to 
make  these  air  patrols  with  Ranger-pilot  Miele.  All  parts  of  the  Park  were 
covered  by  j.ir  patrol. 

A  visitor  suffereo  a  heart  attack  on  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail.  The 
park  resuscitator  was  used  to  administer  oxygen  to  the  patient  who  survived. 

Tamiami  Rangers  made  three  night  airboat  patrols  to  check  on 
frogging  along  the  west  boundary.  Hew  airboat  trail  markers  were  installed 
in  the  Mahogany  Hammock  and  Shark  River  trails. 

Work  was  begun  at  Tamiv.mi  in  preparing  a  site  for  a  patrol  camp  at 
Coffee  Pot  Hammock. 

Rangers  from  Cape  Sable  and  Tamiomi  were  dispatched  to  the  site 
of  a  military  plane  crash  in  the  Broad  River.  The  Cape  Sable  patrol  cruiser 
reached  the  crash  in  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  Florida  Bay  subdistrict  Ranger  investigated  by  boat  a  net  in 
closed  waters  whicn  had  been  observed  from  the  air.  Hie  net  was  badly  torn 
and  apparently  in  disuse.  The  owner  of   the  net  conic"  not  be  apprehended. 
The  net  viLl  be  confiscated. 

Stone  crabbers  were  contacted  to  insure  observance  of  the  closing 
seo.son.  Boat  patrols  are  being  made  to  see  that  all  traps  are  removed. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileage: 

Auto  15,250  miles 
Glades  Bujgy 

Beat  l,62o 

Airboat  673   " 

Airplane  3,800 

TOTAL 21,35;  miles 
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Interpretive  Facilities;  Pianni^  ;  studies  arcre  made  .f  three 
of  the  proposed  interpretive  trails  in  the  park.  The  route  of  the  Mangrove 
Trail  has  been  worked  out  and  flagged.  The  route  of  Mahogany  Hammock  Trail 
has  been  worked  out  and  the  trail  is  flagged  for  most  of  its  course.  Con- 
siderable study  has  been  made  of  the  coastal  prairie  near  the  campground  at 
Flamingo  to  work  out  the  relationship  of  the  Bear  lake  Road  and  the  Coast 
Prairie  Trail. 

Robert  Jessup  former  technician  for  the  local  radio  station  has 
completed  the  initial  photography  Tor  a  new  Everglades  film.  The  Everglades 
Natural  history  Association  has  furnished  the  film  and  Mr.  Jessup  con- 
tributed his  time  and  use  of  his  camera. 

The  Park  library  has  been  inventoried  in  preparation  for  transfer 
of  ownership  to  the  national  Park  Service. 

Part  of  a  TV  production  entitled  "Roving  the  Everglades"  produced  b;> 
by  vlilliam  G.  Beal,  Inc.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.  was  fill  ..<  at  Flamingo  and  adjacent 
area 

Interpretive  Services:  There  /as  a  drop  in  attendance  at  scheduled 
interpretive  programs  this  month.  Travel  became  more  of  a  weekend  type  of 
local  origin.  A  smaller  percentage  of  visitors  stopped  at  the  Royal  Palm 
Station  on  their  way  to  Flamingo.  Several  reasons  were  apparent.  First, 
the  new  road  has  developed  an  iir  ting  used  look.  Second,  the  character  of 
visitation  has  changed.         visitors  arc  rich  more  of  local  origin 
with  less  time  and  greater:'  :    sit>  about  the  ell  publicized  Flamingo  area. 
Finally,  the  lack  of  someone  ...  the  entrance  anu.  inadequate  signs  causes 
quite  a  number  of  visitors  tc  oy-pass  the  ?  yal  Palm  area  unintentionally. 

A  total  of  66,093  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the 
month . 

Visitor  attendance  at  the  Flamingo  evening  programs  decreased 
markedly  toward  the  end  of  the  month.  The  afternoon  motor  caravan  attracted 
only  a  few  visitors.   "'..aver,  weakly  Saturday  Boat-a-Cades  continued  to  be 
popular.  Four  Boat-a-Cades  with  71  boa+3  and  28]  visitors  participating 
were  conducted  on  tours  of  back  country  waterways. 

The  Audubon  Society  tours  at  Bear  La  :e  were  discontinued. 

Research  an:  Observe  tions:  far!:  wading  bir  s  •  win,  ;led  during 
the  month,  in  part  reflecting  the  rapidly  falling  water  levels  and  in 
part  representing  normal  seasonal  decline  with  departure  of  wintering  birds. 
Rookeries  were  in  session  at:  Cutiibert  Lake,  East  River,  Oyster  Keys,  and 
probably  Dildo  Key.  Common  Egrets  predominated  in  the  Cuthbert  Lake  and 
Dildo  Key  aggregations,  and  Snowy  Egrets  in  those  at  East  River  and  Oyster 
Keys.  East  ;%iver  harbored  in  addition  a  few  nesting  v/ood  Ibis  and  a  fair 
number  of  White  Ibis  and  Louisiana  Herons.  All  the  rookeries  were  small, 
East  river  with  possibly  300  pairs  jeing  the  largesc. 
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Uood  Ibis  have  left  the  rookeries,  but  some  Egrets  and  Herons  are 
still  nesting.  Dildo  Key  rookery  appeared  to  be  active  again  after  some 
years  of  inactivity.  Most  of  the  nesting  birds  there  are  probably  Egrets. 

An  ...  rial  survey  on  April  29  revealed  fewer  than  2,000  wading  birds 
retraining  aside  from  the  above  nesting  groups .  A  number  of  usually  favored 
feeding  grounds  such  as  lake  Ingraham  and  Little  Sable  Creek  were  virtually 
deserted, 

Block  B  of  the  Long  Pine  Key  experimental  control  burn  area  was 
burned,  successfully  on  April  21.  Because  of  shifting  winds,  parts  of  the 
area  burned  with  head  fire  and  soae  damage  to  the  eajes  of  hammocks  resulted. 
Except  for  this,  no  excessive  damage  seer.Su.  to  have  been  done  to  the 
vegetation.  Good  control  of  hardwood  growth  seems  to  have  been  achieved. 
Two  crews  of  three  men  accomplished  the  task  in  a  day.  Good  burning  con- 
ditions aided  the  operation  to  go  smoothly. 

Two  glades  buggy  trips  vera  made  north  of  "die  park  road  by  liguus 
snai":.  project  collaborators.  The  trips  were  made  to  locate  and  chart 
hammocks  suitable  for  the  snail  project. 

Concessioner;   New  concession  managers  entered,  on  duty  at  the 
Flamingo  motel,  gas  station,  and  coffee  shop. 

Personnel  shortage  at  the  marina  is  still  evident.  The  marina  has 
been  closed  some  nights  because  of  .lack  of  operating  personnel. 

Complaints ;  Lack  of  ser\ ice  at  the  Flamingo  marina  and  high  prices 
at  the  restaurant  continue  to  be  common  sources  of  verbal  complaints. 

A  written  complaint  was  submitted  regarding  misquotation  of  prices 
and  overcharging  for  charter  boats.  Tills  was  rectified  by  the  concessioner. 

A  concessioner  employee  submitted  a  statement  listing  undesirable 
conditions  and  reasons  for  his  resignation.  This  matter  lias  been  investigated, 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  Approximately  1, 300  acres  of  pineland 
were  burned  off  in  Block  B  on  Long  Pine  Key  as  the  initial  step  in  the 
experimental  controlled  burning  program.  One  glad.ee  buggy  pumper  unit  was 
on  standby  status  in  case  of  flare  ups  or  escape  fires,  but  was  not  needed. 
Smoke  chaser  trucks  equipped  with  Panama  pu.rps  and  water  tanks  patrolled 
the  perimeter  of  the  burn  area  until  it  was  considered  safe. 

Non- statistical  fire  //l  (i-^rrtle  Ridge)  burned,  approximately  500 
acres  within  the  irngrovc  line  near  the  farney  River.  No  suppression  action 
was  required  due  to  location  of  this  fire. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 


New  Construction:  All  mjor  work  on  the  electrical  distribution 
system  at  Flamingo  is  finished  and  the  contractor  expects  to  complete 
the  ,iob  in  May. 

Work  has  progressed  rapidly  on  the  Flamingo  sewage  disposal 
system  and  this  job  is  approximately  50  percent  complete. 

Excavation  for  the  footings  on  the  camp tender f s  residence, 
comfort  stations  and  shelter,  at  Flamingo,  has  been  completed. 

The  contractor  has  started  on  the  planting  in  the  Flamingo  area 
and  the  work  is  well  underway. 

Final  plans  and  specifications  for  the  incinerator,  at  Flamingo, 
were  received  and  invitations  for  bids  have  been  sent  out. 

A  contract  has  been  negotiated  with  Harry  L.  Keck,  Jr.,  Architect, 
Miami,  Florida  to  prepare  some  of  the  building  plans  and  specifications; 
and  Rader  Associates,  also  of  Miami,  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications 
for  the  utilities  for  construction  under  the  accelerate.!  program. 

VISITORS 

Mr.  Bogue,  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  visited  Flamingo  in 
connection  with  Mosquito  Control.  Mr.  McLean,  also  of  the  U.  3. 
Public  Health  Service  and  Mr.  Morrison  of  the  Dade  County  Health 
Department  were  at  Flamingo  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the 
restaurant. 

Mr.  Huber,  E.O.D.C,  arrived  and  will  be  stationed  here  to 
supervise  planting  in  the  Flamingo  area. 


Daniel  B.  Beard 
Superintendent 
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SUMMARY  OF  MAY  1958  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


LEATHER: 


rRAVEL: 


Water  levels  high.  The  second  wettest  May 
in  history  of  Park. 

Increase  of  65$  in  visitation.  Boat  travel 
decreased. 


Page 

1 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


MISCELLANEOUS: 


Attendance  at  Interagency  Coordination 
Committee  Meeting  and  Recognition  Dinner 
of  the  Air  Reserve  Training  Center.  Regional 
Chief  of  Lands  shown  Park  "boundaries  "by  air. 

Party  at  Flamingo  for  Barney  Parker  and  the 
Beards.  Induction  of  the  Beards  into 
Indian  Tribe. 


PERSONNEL: 
SAFETY  &  HEALTH: 


JOOPERATIJN: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


;nterpretive  SERVICES: 


ESEARCH  &  OBSERVATION: 


FCA's  seasonals  leave  for  summer 

Five  accidents  investigated,  two  including 
Government  vehicles.  Freak  boat  accident. 
Safety  Committee  inspection  of  Flamingo, 
Royal  Palm  and  Coot  Bay.  Overloaded  boat 
capsized  in  Buttonwood  Creek. 

U.  S.  Army  mission  campout.  Creel  census 
and  shrimp  studies  continue. 

Completion  of  routing  of  Mahogany  Hammock 
Trail.  Trail  labels  successful.  Vandalism 
slight. 


40, 11 4  contacts  this  month, 
of  Flamingo  programs. 


Discontinuation 


k 

k 


Cattle  egrets  in  breeding  plumage  observed. 
100  pairs  of  Least  Terns  at  Flamingo  had  eggs 
at  end  of  month.  Population  of  wading  birds 
reduced  because  of  heavy  rains.  Late  nesting 
of  Great  White  Heron  observed.  Five  crocodile 
nests  discovered.  First  shrimp  marked  in  1957 
recovered.  Turtles  "begin  egg-laying  season. 
Eleventh  deer  killed  by  automobile  slAce  new 
Park  road  opened. 
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'ROTECTION:  Stolen  car  returned  to  owner.  Safe  stolen    5 

from  Concessioner  at  Flamingo,  recovered 
■with  money  intact.  One  robber  caught, 
F.B.I,  still  investigating.  Mule-ear 
orchid  stolen.  Two  cases  heard  by  U.  S. 
Commissioner.  Illegal  commercial  fishing 
activity.  Night  patrols  made  to  check  on 
out-of -season  stone  crabbing.  One  search 
and  rescue  conducted. 

iONCESSION:  Mr.  Knight  resigned  as  Manager  of  Company.    6 

Mr.  Payne  replaces  Mr.  Knight. 

'OREST  FIRE  PROTECTION:      Least  fires  this  season  in  history  of  Park.    6 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


May  1958 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  May  was  the  second  wettest  May  in  the  history 
of  the  Miami  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  There  were  16.15  inches  of  rainfall 
recorded  in  Miami,  or  just  a  few  more  inches  than  was  recorded  in  the  park. 
Officially,  the  wettest  May  was  in  1925  when  18,66  inches  fell.  The  water 
level  at  Taylor  Slough  stood  at  U.20  feet  at  the  end  of  the  month  as  com- 
pared to  0,60  feet  on  April  30.  Small  craft  warnings  were  displayed  for  Ik 
hours  at  Flamingo. 

Friday  and  Saturday,  the  23  and  2k  provided  the  most  spectacular 
"monsoon".  In  36  hours  more  than  10  inches  of  rain  fell.  In  the  Homestead 
area  streets  were  swamped,  homes  flooded  and  many  South  Dade  crops  were 
washed  out. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max,  Temp,' 

(Mean  Max. 

:MLn.  Temp., 

:Mean  Min.: 

;  Rainfall: 

;  91°    ; 

i  85.6°  j 

;  52°    • 

i  66.50  1 

:  9M"       i 

;  900   ; 

i  85.6°  : 

;  550    ; 

;  62,2°  ! 

;10.10"   : 

;  92°   ; 

1  86.^°  i 

;  57°    ; 

1  69.5°  i 

: 11.72"   : 

i   89°    i 

1  84.3°  i 

;  62° 

!  73.5°  ! 

,10.70"   : 

Royal  Palm  Station 

Flamingo  Station 
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Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  A  total  of  1*0, 11^  visitors  entered 
the  park  during  the  month.  This  is  an  increase  of  15,829,  or  65  per  cent 
over  that  for  the  same  period  last  year. 

Boat  travel  out  of  Flamingo  reflected  a  decrease  from  that  of 
the  preceding  month.  A  total  of  1222  boats,  including  rentals  and  sight- 
seeing boats,  left  the  Flamingo  marina.  An  additional  811  boats  were 
estimated  in  the  Lostman's  River  and  Eastern  Florida  Bay  areas. 
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Campground  use  dropped  to  a  total  of  201  camper  days. 

Concessioner  reported  a  total  of  1,627  visitor  days  at  the  motel. 

Visitors  came  from  kk   states,  2  U.  S.  territories  and  the  follow- 
ing foreign  countries:  Nicaragua,  France,  Cuba,  Austria,  Scotland,  Germany, 
Yugoslavia,  Colombia,  Australia,  England,  Phillipines,  Japan,  India,  Sweden, 
Guatemala,  Union  of  South  Africa,  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Visitors:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Durant,  Writer  and  photographer. 

Ford  Times  and  True  magazine  representatives. 

Bernard  T.  Campbell,  Superintendent,  Petersburg  National  Memorial 

Park. 

Mr.  Waji,  Guest  of  the  State  Department  from  Japan 
Richard  Ward,  Chief  Ranger,  Ft.  Jefferson  National  Monument 
Dr.  George  R.  Cooley,  Dr.  Carol  Wood,  Dr.  Kenneth  Wilson  from 

Harvard  University 

Leonard  Grass,  Archbold  Botannical  Gardens 

Earl  Frye,  Asst.  Director,  Florida  Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish 

Commission. 

Special  Activities:  Acting  Superintendent  Fry  attended  the 
Interagency  Coordination  Committee  Meeting  at  Tallahassee  on  May  21.  Mr. 
Fry  also  attended  a  Recognition  Dinner  of  the  Air  Reserve  Training  Center 
Thursday,  May  29,  as  the  representative  of  Everglades  National  Park. 

Acting  Superintendent  Fry  and  Asst.  Chief  Park  Ranger  were  dele- 
gates to  the  Citizen-Leadership  Conference  of  the  President's  Committee  for 
Traffic  Safety.  Twelve  southeastern  states  and  Puerto  Rico  were  represented 
at  the  conference  which  was  held  at  Miami  Beach  on  May  29  and  30. 

Ranger  Miele  piloted  Regional  Chief  of  Lands  over  the  park  to 
show  him  park  boundaries  and  "flole-in-the-Doughnut"  lands. 

Miscellaneous:  A  party  honoring  Barney  Parker,  and  bidding 
farewell  to  the  Beards  was  held  at  Flamingo  on  the  23.  Mr.  Parker  was 
presented  with  the  Department's  Commendable  Service  award.  Various  gifts 
were  also  presented  to  Mr.  Parker  and  the  Beards.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beard  were 
inducted  into  the  Blackfoot  tribe  of  Indians  by  Chief  Francis  X.  Guardipee. 

Weekly  "Boat-a-Cades"  were  still  offered  at  Flamingo.  These  back- 
country  excurions  are  very  well  received  and  continue  to  be  popular. 
Sixty-nine  boats,  carrying  2^9  passengers  made  these  trips. 

A  talk  was  given  to  31  boys  at  the  Shenandoah  Elementary  School 
Safety  Patrol. 

Administration 

Personnel:  James  Synagogue,  Jr.,  was  given  a  temporary  appointment 
NTE  ll/U/58,  as  laborer,  under  CSC  Reg.  2.302(b)  and  CSC  Auth  T-83335,  dtd 
V2V58.  Appointment  effective  5/5/58,  ungraded. 

t 
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Monroe  R.  Birdsey  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  (NTE  3  years)  under 
Sched.  A-6.101  (m)  as  Collaborator  without  pay,  effective  5/8/58. 

Robert  L.  Brown  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  (MTE  11/7/58)  under  Sched. 
A-^.101 (1)  aa  Fire  Control  Aid  (Seasonal)  GS-k56-k,   effective  5/8/58. 

John  L.  Taylor  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  (ME  8/10/58)  under  Sched. 
A-6.110(f)(l)  as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist  (Seasonal)  IGS-i+53-^  effective  5/11/58 

James  (NMN)  Long,  was  terminated  (fr.  Excepted  Limited  Appointment)  as 
laborer,  Ungraded,  effective  5/2/58. 

Clay  L.  Gifford  was  terminated  (fr.  Excepted  Limited  Appoint.)  as  Park 
Ranger- Naturalist,  IGS  k53-k,   effective  cob  5/3/58. 

Malcolm  S.  Nicholson  was  terminated  from  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-^56-^, 
effective  cob  5/IO/58. 

Dwight  T.  Warren  was  terminated  from  Temp.  Appoint,  as  Park  Naturalist, 
GS-I4-52-5,  effective  cob  5/17/58. 

John  L.  Taylor  was  terminated  (fr.  Excepted  Limited  Appoint)  as  Park  Ranger- 
Naturalist  (Seasonal)  effective  cob  5/17/58. 

Stewart  R.  Orgill  was  terminated  (fr.  Temp.  Appoint.)  as  Fire  Control  Aid 
(Seasonal),  GS-U56-U,  effective  cob  5/20/58. 

Francis  X.  Guardipee,  Jr.,  was  terminated  (fr.  Temp.  Appt.)  as  Fire  Control 
Aid  (Seasonal),  GS-U56-1*,  effective  cob  5/27/58. 

Gayle  K.  Mulberry  was  terminated  (fr.  Temp.  Appoint.)  as  Fire  Control  Aid 
(Seasonal),  GS-U56-I+,  effective  cob  5/27/58. 

James  M.  Langford,  was  terminated  (fr.  Temp.  Appoint.)  as  Fire  Control  Aid 
(Seasonal),  GS-U56-U,  effective  cob  5/27/58. 

Safety  and  Health;  Five  accidents  were  investigated.  Two  involved 
Government  vehicles.  None  of  the  accidents  were  serious  and  no  personal 
injuries  were  sustained. 

An  unavoidable,  freak  accident  slightly  damaged  a  Ranger  Patrol 
boat.  The  boat  collided  with  another  boat  at  a  sharp,  blind  bend  in  a  small 
creek.  No  personal  injuries  were  sustained. 

The  Park  Safety  Committee  met  and  inspected  the  Royal  Palo  ,  Coot 
Bay  and  Flamingo  areas.  Several  deficiencies  were  found  and  recommendations 
were  made  for  corrective  action.  This  action  is  now  being  taken  to  eliminate 
unsafe  conditions. 

A  dangerously  overloaded  boat  capsized  in  Buttonwood  Creek.  The 
five  occupants  escaped  with  no  more  than  a  "dunking". 
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Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  A  small  U.  S.  Army 
Detachment  was  granted  permission  to  camp  at  the  U.  S.  D.  A.  campsite  at 
Flamingo  for  three  days.  The  stay  was  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  a 
secret  mission. 

Creel  census  and  shrimp  studies  are  continuing  in  the  Mangrove 
District. 

The  Florida  Bay  Subdistrict  Ranger  met  with  the  local  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  discuss  park  boundaries,  jurisdictions  and  law  enforcement 
matters. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities;  The  routing  of  the  Mahogany  Hammock  Trail 
was  completed.  Preliminary  plans  for  the  Flamingo  area  have  been  studied 
and  revised.  A  layout  for  the  key  label  for  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail  was 
completed.  Continued  inspection  of  the  new  labels  on  the  Gumbo  Limbo  Trail 
was  most  encouraging.  A  knife  scratch  on  the  surface  of  one  label  is  the 
total  vandalism  thus  far.  Generally  the  labels  and  holders  take  the  tropical 
weather  very  well.  We  seem  to  have  a  very  successful  installation. 

Interpretive  Services:  All  programs  at  Flamingo  have  been  dis- 
continued until  personnel  becomes  available  to  station  there.  The  Royal 
Palm  Station  is  manned  daily.  At  this  station  the  program  has  been  limited 
to  a  single  afternoon  scheduled  guided  walk  on  week  days.  On  weekends  an 
additional  talk  is  given. 

Eleven  school  groups  were  given  talks  and  walks  during  the  month. 

A  total  of  ^40,11^  interpretive  contacts  were  made  during  the  month. 

Research  and  Observations:  Cattle  egrets  in  breeding  plumage  were 
observed  in  several  sections  of  the  park.  It  appears  probable  that  this 
species  is  now  nesting  in  the  park,  although  no  definite  records  of  nesting 
are  yet  known. 

A  nesting  colony  of  about  100  pairs  of  Least  Terns  in  the  Flamingo 
area  (virtually  at  the  doorstep  of  the  Flamingo  motel)  had  eggs  at  the  end 
of  May. 

Some  nesting  activity  continued  in  small  wading  bird  rookeries 
(chiefly  egrets)  at  Dildo  Key,  Oyster  Keys,  Cuthbert  Lake,  East  River,  and 
perhaps  Rodger s  River  Bay.  The  scanty  population  of  wading  birds  in  the 
interior  of  the  park  was  further  reduced  after  the  heavy  rains  late  in  the 
month  brougit  a  rapid  rise  of  water  levels. 

Brown  pelicans  and  cormorants  were  reported  nesting  on  several 
keys  in  Florida  Bay. 
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Late  nesting  of  great  white  herons  in  Florida  Bay  was  noted 
during  air  patrols  and  verified  by  subsequent  ground  observation, 

Man-o-war  birds,  reddish  egrets,  pelicans  and  American  egrets  were 
observed  on  Cowpens  Key,  and  a  few  spoonbills  were  also  seen  there. 

Five  completed  crocodile  nests  were  discovered.  Apparently  the 
egg  laying  was  delayed  this  spring,  possibly  because  of  the  cold  weather. 

Collecting  and  transplanting  of  some  of  the  color  forms  of  Liguus 
tree  snails  was  started. 

The  first  shrimp  marked  at  Coot  Bay  in  November  1957  were  recovered 
in  Dry  Tortugas  waters. 

Several  turtle  crawls  were  observed  on  Cape  Sable  beaches,  heralding 
the  beginning  of  the  egg-laying  season. 

Another  deer  was  killed  by  an  automobile  on  the  new  park  road. 
Tills   brings  the  total  killed  to  11  since  the  opening  of  the  new  road. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  With  the  aid  of  F.B.I,  agents  a 
stolen  car  found  abandoned  in  the  park  was  returned  to  the  owner. 

A  safe  containing  $4,000.  was  stolen  from  the  concessioner^ 
office  at  Flamingo.  It  was  recovered  in  Florida  City,  unopened.  The  safe 
had  been  abandoned  by  the  thieves  when  a  local  farmer  hearing  them  trying 
to  open  the  safe,  scared  them  off.  The  F.B.I,  investigated  this  case,  and 
to  date  have  obtained  a  confession  from  one  of  the  former  concessioner 
employees • 

An  unusually  large  and  showy  mule-ear  orchid  was  removed  from  a 
hammock  near  Coot  Bay  by  persons  unknown. 

Two  speeding  cases  were  heard  by  the  U.  S.  Commissioner,  and 
fines  of  $15  and  $25  were  imposed. 

Questionable  fishing  activities,  possibly  involving  stop  netting, 
are  being  watched  for  violations  by  Rangers  of  the  Cape  Sable  Subdistrict. 

Several  creeks  where  evidences  of  illegal  commercial  fishing 
activity  were  found  have  been  posted  against  nets  and  seines. 

Boat  patrols  were  made  to  check  on  out-of-season  stone  crabbing 
activities,  but  no  violations  were  found.  Rangers  in  all  districts  made 
night  car,  boat  and  airboat  patrols  in  addition  to  normal  daytime  patrols. 
Fourteen  patrol  fights  were  made  consuming  38  hours.  All  sections  of  the 
park  were  covered, 
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A  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  traffic  violator  who  failed  to 
appear  has  been  issued.  The  County  Sheriff's  Patrol  was  assisted  in  the 
arrest  of  two  juveniles.  One  search  and  rescue  operation  was  conducted 
when  a  boat  broke  down  in  the  Joe  River. 

A  bargeload  of  Paurotis  pains  was  reported  observed  off  the 
mouth  of  the  Harney  River.  Air  and  boat  reconnaissance  failed  to  disclose 
where  the  trees  were  taken  from,  if  in  the  park. 

Old  Channel  Markers  were  removed  from  Coot  Bay.  Various  mainten- 
ance items  such  as  sign  repainting  and  making  were  accomplished  during  the 
month. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileage: 

Motor  vehicle  14,633 

Glades  buggy  0 

Boat  1,468 

Airboat  h&3 

Airplane  3,800 

TOTAL 20,384 

Concessioners:  A  complete  turnover  of  managemnt  has  now  been 
effected  since  the  opening  of  the  Flamingo  concession  operation  five 
months  ago  by  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.  Mr.  Knight  has  resigned  as 
General  Manager  and  is  now  Executive  Vice  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
company.  Mr.  Walter  Payne  replaced  Mr.  Knight  as  General  Manager.  Mr. 
Ames  has  replaced  Mr.  Crone  as  Restaurant  Manager,  and  Mr.  Maxwell, 
Marina  Manager  has  resigned  from  the  company.  Concession  business  has 
slacked  off  sharply,  and  staff  reduction  and  general  tightening  of  purse 
strings  are  evident. 

Complaints :  Verbal  complaints  have  been  received  regarding 
inferior  service  at  the  coffee  shop  and  marina  at  Flamingo.  Steps  are 
being  taken  to  improve  the  service. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  The  Onion  Key  Bay  fire,  thought  to  be 
incendiary,  was  scouted  from  the  air.  No  ground  action  was  necessary  as 
this  fire  was  in  the  mangrove  zone. 

Fire  Control  Aid  Brown  was  given  several  hours  of  training  and 
instruction  in  the  use  of  specialized  fire  equipment. 

Glades  water  levels  rose  creating  safe  conditions  and  virtually 
ending  the  most  successful  fire  season  in  the  history  of  the  park. 
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Design  and  Construction 

New  Construction:  The  electrical  distribution  system  at  Flamingo 
is  complete  and  has  been  accepted.  The  North  Dade  Electric  Co,,  con- 
tractors, did  an  excellent  job. 

Work  on   the  sewage  disposal  system  at  Flamingo  has  been  delayed 
by  heavy  rains. 

Floor  slabs  have  been  poured  for  the  Camptender's  Residence, 
Comfort  Stations  and  Shelter  at  Flamingo. 

The  Planting  contract  at  Flamingo  is  progressing  rapidly  and  the 
appearance  of  the  whole  area  is  very  much  improved* 

Bids  were  opened  for  construction  of  an  incinerator  at  Flamingo. 
Pyro  Incinerator  Co,  was  the  low  bidder  and  the  contract  has  been  awarded 
to  them. 

Invitation  for  bids  for  the  construction  of  residences  and 
apartments  at  Pine  Island  were  sent  out  on  hhj   27 • 

Commercial  Grass in  ;,  Inc.,  contractor  for  seeding  along  the 
main  park  road,  started  work  on  Mav«*9. 

V  f     P, 

O*   <J  \  I 

George  W.  Frt.  ' 

Acting  Superintendent 
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5u.r.ixri    of  June  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 

PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  &  HEALTH: 


SANITATION: 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


RESEARCH  &  OBSERVATIONS: 


Water  levels  higher  than  in  previous 
month. 

Travel  increased  10$  over  June  1957 

Supt.  D.  B.  Beard  departed  after  10 
years  on  duty.  Supt.  Hamilton  entered 
on  duty. 

New  Park  Naturalist  reported  for  duty 
Various  end-of-season  extensions  and 
terminations  of  appointments 

Visitor  died  at  Royal  Palm  Station 
Ranger  saved  child  from  drowning  in 
pond  at  Royal  Palm  Station.  Follow- 
up  sanitation  inspection  of  Con- 
cessioner facilities  shows  improve- 
ment. 

Questionable  water  samples  received 
at  Flamingo.  Check  being  made 

Ranger  &  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  discussed 
marine  life  at  Cape  Sable.  USDA 
screwworm  project  continued.  Med. 
fly  project  continued.  U.S.  Corps  of 
Engineers  started  survey  near  boundary 
for  proposed  dike  construction. 
Shrimp  and  creel  census  continues. 

Wildlife  scattered.  Good  summer 
bird  show  building  up  at  Flamingo 
motel.  Fogging  at  trails  has  made 
mosquito  nuisance  far  below  normal 
Poor  attendance  at  Boat-a-Cade  caused 
by  weather  conditions.  No  interpre- 
tation at  Flamingo  due  to  personnel 
shortage . 

Royal  Palm  Station  manned  daily.  Park 
Naturalist  spent  week  at  Fort  Jefferson 
to  study  interpretive  problems. 

Flamingoes  sighted  at  Lostman's  River. 
White- crowned  pigeons  in  great  numbers 
in  Florida  Bay.  Park  Biologist  visited 
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PUBLIC  RELATIONS: 
PROTECTION: 


Forest  Service  Experiment  Station 
at  Fort  Myers,  Fla.  in  connection 
with  controlled  burning. 
Extension  of  deer  counts  planned. 
Liguus  snail  project  continues. 

Chief  Ranger  on  TV. 

Stop -netting  reports  investigated. 
Vandalism  of  channel  markers  in 
Florida  Bay.  Mule-ear  orchid 
recovered.  Night  patrols  made 
checking  on  commercial  mullet 
fishermen.  Evidence  of  froggers 
poaching  found.  Patrols  made  to 
apprehend  violators,  if  any. 
Stepped  up  program  of  fogging  at 
Flamingo • 


k 
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CONCESSIONS: 


Sightseeing  boats  inspect  for 
conformity  with  Ray  Bill 
requirements.  Several  complaints 
received. 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


One  non- statistical  fire  caused  by 
lightening.  Fire  fighting  equipment 
put  on  standby  status  for  summer 
season. 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 
for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
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A2823 


June  1958 


General 


Weather  Conditions;  The  month  of  June  was  unusually  hot  and  humid. 
For  several  days  heat  records  were  broken  in  the  Miami  metropolitan  area. 
Several  heavy  showers  occurred  throughout  the  park  and  glades  water  levels 
were  rising  fast  at  the  end  of  the  month.  The  water  level  at  Taylor  Slough 
stood  at  4.20  feet,  as  compared  to  1.71  feet  on  June  30,  1957. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


Royal  Palm  Station 
Flamingo  Station 
Tamiami  Station 
Key  Largo 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Visitor  count  for  the  month  shows 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent  over  the  count  for  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 
Records  indicate  that  a  total  of  27,656  visitors  entered  the  park  during  the 
month.  Of  this  figure  3,056  entered  from  outside  by  boat.  Visitors  came 
from  k-3   states,  3  U-  S.  territories,  3  Canadian  provinces  and  the  following 
foreign  countries:  England,  Scotland,  Hungary,  Switzerland,  Argentina,  Spain, 
Venezuela,  France,  British  West  Indies,  Philippine  Islands,  Germany,  Colombia 
and  Cuba. 

Visitors:  Mr.  Jack  Boucher,  NPS  photographer,  Washington,  D.  C. 


:Max.  Temp. 

Mean  Max . : 

Min.  Temp. 

Mean  Min. 

Rainfall   : 

:   92°    1 

87. 9°  : 

66°    ; 

!     71. ^°  ! 

:  10.65"     : 

!   91° 

88.0° 

;    to°    ; 

1   73-0° 

!  14.59"     : 

;  95°    ; 

90.5°  i 

:    69°    ; 

74.6°  ! 

11.53"     : 

:   90° 

1  87- 5° 

;     n°    '■■ 

:   78. 5°  ! 

1  2.88"     \ 
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Eugene  DeSilets,  EODC,  Philadelphia 

Marjorie  Stoneman  Douglas,  author  of 

Dr.  Ross  -  Mrs.  Douglas'  associate 

Charles  Waterman  of  Florida  Outdoors  magazine 

Clifford  J.  Harriman,  Regional  Chief  of  Lands,  Region  One 

Sandy  Sprunt,  National  Audubon  Society 

Special  Activities:  Superintendent  Warren  F.  Hamilton  was  trans- 
ferred to  Everglades  National  Park  as  of  June  1,  I958.  He  reported  on  June  15, 
Daniel  B.  Beard  transferred  to  Olympic  National  Park  cob  May  30,  1958. 
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Administration 

Personnel:  Saul  W.  Schiffman  was  given  a  TAPER  appointment  as  Park 
Naturalist,  GS-452-5,  $4,040  per  annum. 

Edgar  II.  Smail  was  terminated  from  his  temporary  appointment  c.o.b. 
6/30/58  as  Caretaker,  Ungraded,  $1.86  per  hour 

William  B.  Whitney  was  furloughed  from  his  Career- Conditional 
appointment  as  Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  $3,500  per  annum,  effective 
11:00  a.m.  6/7/58 

Raymond  L.  Spruill  was  furloughed  from  his  Career  appointment  as 
Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-4,  $3,670  per  annum,  effective  4:00  p.m. 
6/11/58 

James  F.  Colson's  temporary  excepted  appointment  WAE  was  extended  to 
a  period  NTE  8/30/58 

Robert  Lee  Brown's  WAE  excepted  appointment  as  Seasonal  Fire  Control 
Aid,  GS-U56-U,  was  converted  to  full  time,  effective  6/8/58 

Robert  M.  Kearney  was  reassigned  from  Caretaker  Position  No.  37  at 
Pine  Island,  Ungraded,  $1.74  per  hour  to  Caretaker  Position  No.  41  at 
Flamingo,  effective  6/18/58 

Robert  J.  Johnson's  temporary  appointment  as  Caretaker,  Ungraded, 
Flamingo  has  been  extended  NTE  2/11/59 

Jack  E.  Lewis  received  a  promotion  from  Operator  (Gen)  Mobile 
Equipment,  Pos.  No.  46,  Ungraded,  $2.22  per  hr.  at  Pine  Island  to  Mixed  Gang 
Foreman,  Pos.  No.  46,  Ungraded,  $2.6l  per  hour  at  Flamingo.  The  old  position 
No.  46  Operator  (Gen),  Mobile  Equipment  has  been  abolished. 

Safety  and  Health:  A  park  visitor  died  at  Royal  Palm  station  as  a 
result  of  a  heart  attack.  This  visitor,  Mr.  A.  S.  Kirton,  from  Kentucky,  was 
a  passenger  on  a  bus  tour  and  suffered  the  attack  shortly  after  arrival  at  the 
station. 

A  near-drowning  occurred  at  Royal  Palm  station  when  a  child  of  four 
slipped  on  the  slope  adjacent  to  the  pond  and  fell  into  the  water.  Asst. 
Chief  Ranger  Senne  happened  on  the  scene  in  time  to  dive  in  to  rescue  the 
little  girl.  First  Aid  measures  revived  her  within  a  half  hour.  This  was 
presented  for  a  special  commendation  award  by  the  Chief  Ranger. 

In  the  Mangrove  District  personal  injuries  included  a  concession 
employee  burning  a  hand,  a  contractor  employee  falling  out  of  a  tree,  and 
a  small  child  falling  into  a  bleach  solution.  A  park  employee  contracting  a 
virus  infection  caused  a  skin  rash. 

The  Park  Safety  Committee  met  and  inspected  safety  conditions  at 
Royal  Palm,  Flamingo  and  Coot  Bay.  Most  hazardous  conditions  have  been 
corrected,  or  are  in  the  process  of  being  corrected. 

Weekly  safety  and  sanitation  inspections  were  made  of  concessioner 
public  service  facilities.  Unsatisfactory  conditions  are  slowly  showing 
signs  of  improvement. 

Sanitation:  Questionable  water  samples  have  been  obtained  at 
various  locations  at  Flamingo.  Dade  County  health  officers  have  been  called 
in  to  assist  in  determining  the  cause  of  the  bad  samples.  The:  Flamingo  dump 
was  burned  during  the  month. 
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Cooperative  Activities 


Cooperation  with  Other  Federal  , State  or  Local  Agencies:  Sub- 
district  Ranker  Shaw  met  with  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  personnel  to  discuss  marine 
information  pertinent  to  the  Cape  Sable  subdistrict. 

The  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  screwworm  project  continued, 
and  work  was  also  resumed  by  USDA  on  the  Mediterranean  fruit  fly  project. 

A  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers  survey  party  has  initiated  an  instrument 
survey  along  the  east  park  boundary  near  the  right-of-way  of  U.  S.  Highway 
No.  1.  Rock  core  samples  have  been  taken,  and  other  preliminary  studies  have 
been  made  in  connection  with  proposed  dike  construction  near  the  boundary. 

Shrimp  studies  and  creel  census  surveys  by  the  University  of  Miami 
Marine  Laboratory  continued  throughout  the  month. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities: 

Royal  Palm  Station  is  manned  daily  during  the  summer  months.  The 
Flamingo  Station  has  not  been  manned  this  month  due  to  a  critical  shortage 
of  manpower. 

The  Park  Naturalist  spent  a  week  at  Fort  Jefferson  to  study  the 
interpretive  problems  of  that  area.  Various  portions  of  the  coral  gardens 
were  examined  with  a  view  to  locating  an  underwater  trial  area  and  route  for 
glass  bottomed  boat  tours. 

The  new  assistant  to  the  Park  Naturalist  arrived.  He  entered  on 
duty  June  29-  This  now  helps  relieve  the  strain  in  the  naturalist  field 
caused  by  lack  of  personnel.  Vacations  and  termination  of  WAE  employee  will 
create  an  even  more  severe  shortage  in  the  month  of  August. 

Interpretive  Services:  The  Naturalist  program  drew  more  partici- 
pation from  the  general  visitor.  It  lacked  the  school  groups  which  swarmed 
upon  us  during  April  and  May.  At  Royal  Palm  station  the  program  is  limited 
to  an  afternoon  walk-talk,  depending  upon  the  weather,  with  an  added  program 
for  the  busses  arriving  on  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday  and  Sunday.  A  2:30 
talk  is  also  given  to  the  larger  crowds  on  weekends. 

Wildlife  is  completely  scattered  throughout  the  park  with  a  few 
birds  feeding  along  the  road  to  Flamingo.  The  birds  are  almost  nil  around 
Royal  Palm  Station.  Alligators  have  been  well  hidden  from  the  visitors. 
At  the  end  of  the  month  a  good  bird  show  was  building  up  at  Flamingo  near 
the  motel.  Lots  of  snowy  egrets,  stilts,  gulls,  terns,  and  a  few  glossy 
ibises  were  seen. 

The  mosquito  situation  around  Royal  Palm  is  far  below  normal  causing 
no  problem  for  scheduled  walks.  Daily  fogging  of  the  trails  proves  very 
helpful.  Even  persons  in  scanty  dress  enjoy  the  trail  without  the  aid  of 
repellents . 

Adverse  weather  conditions  resulted  in  cancellations  and  poor 
attendance  at  some  Doat-a-Cades  at  Flamingo.  Two  Boat-a-Cades  were  held 
during  the  month  with  22  boats  and  78  visitors  participating. 
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The  shortage  of  personnel  i3a.de  it  impossible  to  offer  any  inter- 
pretation at  Flamingo  during  the  month.  The  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc., 
offered  several  fine,  free  Disney  films  on  weekend  evenings  at  Flamingo. 

Research  and  Observations:  Several  days  during  the  month  were 
devoted  to  study  of  white -crowned  pigeons  in  Florida  Bay.  Pigeons  are 
present  in  large  numbers  and  the  populations  appears  to  he  in  excellent 
condition.  Approximately  30  nests  were  located  on  Butternut,  Bottle,  Bob 
and  Tern  Keys.  Most  nests  found  near  the  end  of  the  month  had  large  young. 
Preliminary  investigations  suggest  that  white-crowned  pigeons  in  Florida  Bay 
nest  no  farther  west  than  the  Keys  along  the  east  side  of  Whipray  Basin. 

Work  in  Florida  Bay  showed  that  habitat  conditions  there  have 
improved,  perhaps  because  of  the  rather  wet  winter.  The  marches  and  interior 
ponds  on  most  of  the  keys  are  well  flooded  and  nesting  least  terns,  laughing 
gulls,  and  black-necked  stilts  were  found. 

On  June  19  and  20  the  Biologist  visited  the  U.  S.  Forest  Service 
Experiment  Station  in  Fort  Myers  and  talked  with  personnel  there  concerning 
the  controlled  burning  plan  for  Long  Pine  Key.  They  evinced  much  interest 
in  the  burning  program  and  advanced  many  helpful  suggestions  regarding 
sampling  methods  of  satisfactory  study  of  the  effects  of  burning. 

Charles  M.  Loveless,  Biologist  of  the  Florida  Game  Commission, 
visited  the  park  on  June  12  and  13.  Mr.  Loveless  plans  to  extend  his 
regular  aerial  counts  of  deer  into  the  Glades  District  of  the  park. 

June  bird  observations  of  note  included:  flamingoes  at  Lostman's 
River  and  Snake  Bight;  glossy  ibis  on  Long  Pine  Key  and  at  Flamingo;  Cabot's 
terns  and  knots  at  Flamingo;  and  redstart  at  Rock  Harbor  Station  on  June  7. 

The  Tamiami  Subdistrict  Ranger  reports  observations  of  large  numbers 
of  deer  in  his  area. 

Subdistrict  Ranger  Key  Largo  assisted  the  Park  Biologist  in  studies 
of  the  white  crowned  pigeon  in  Florida  Bay.  An  accurate  census  is  now  being 
obtained  of  the  nesting  pigeons  in  the  park. 

The  Liguus  snail  project  is  being  continued.  Subdistrict  Ranger 
Winte  is  in  charge  of  this  work  and  he  is  being  assisted  by  Collaborators 
Von  Paulson,  Humes  and  Jones. 

Freshening  of  the  Coot  Bay  and  Buttonwood  Creek  waters  has 
encouraged  the  influx  of  several  alligators  to  that  normally  salt  water  area. 

Heavy  fishing  activity  has  been  evident  in  most  of  the  fresh  water 
ponds  between  the  park  entrance  and  Nine-Mile  Bend. 

General  Publicity:  An  attempt  by  the  Ranger-Naturalist  and  Sub- 
district  Ranger  to  save  a  57year-old  man  from  a  heart  attack  at  Royal  Palm 
Station  on  June  26  proved  futile.  An  editorial  June  29  in  The  Miami  Herald 
outlined  the  interpretive  plans  of  the  park  in  some  detail.  Several  articles 
concerned  with  the  finalizing  of  park  boundaries  appeared  in  Miami  and  local 
newspapers.  Other  stories  about  Flamingo  and  fishing  in  the  park  appeared  in 
sports  columns  of  The  Miami  Herald. 
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Public  Relations :   Cooperation  in  the  University  of  Miami  Marine 
Laboratory  creel  census  survey  has  afforded  Park  Rangers  a  public  contact 
method  which  has  proved  beneficial  in  promulgating  Park  Service  policies  and 
thinking. 

Chief  Ranger  Bart  presented  a  half -hour  program  over  Television 
Channel  2  in  Miami.  The  subject  presented  was  the  History  of  Everglades 

National  Park. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  Reports  of  stop-netting  in  Lake 
Ingraham  have  been  received.  A  definite  determination  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  violation,  if  any,  has  not  been  made. 

Evidences  of  vandalism  were  found  in  the  Florida  Bay  Subdistrict 
when  a  number  of  channel  markers  were  moved  to  places  which  could  cause 
damage  to  a  boat  guided  on  the  misplaced  markers. 

The  mule -ear  orchid  stolen  from  Flamingo  last  month  was  recovered 
in  Miami.  The  thief,  apparently  alarmed  by  F.B.I,  participation  in  the  case 
left  the  plant  in  back  of  a  billboard  and  then  made  an  anonymous  phone  call 
to  The  Miami  News,  who  in  turn  picked  up  the  plant  and  turned  it  over  to 
park  officials. 

The  U.  S.  Commissioner  heard  one  speeding  case  and  imposed  a  fine 
of  $10.  One  speeding  case  was  dismissed  as  the  Commissioner  was  not  avail- 
able. Hearing  for  a  third  violation  is  pending.  Six  warning  tickets  and 
several  verbal  warnings  were  issued  for  various  minor  infractions.  A 
concessioner  employee  was  tried  by  the  Commissioner  for  flashing  a  knife  and 
creating  a  disturbance.  He  was  fired  $100  and  60  days,  both  suspended.  This 
employee  was  discharged  by  the  concessioner,  and  removed  from  the  park. 

A  stranded  boat  was  towed  into  Jewfish  Creek.  One  boat  was  assisted 
at  Lostman's  River.  Two  night  boat  patrols  were  made  to  check  on  the 
activities  of  commercial  mullet  fishermen. 

Thirteen  aerial  patrol  flights,  totaling  thirty  two  hours  were  made 
during  the  month. 

Construction  of  a  patrol  cabin  at  Coffee  Pot  Hammock  was  completed 
except  for  installation  of  the  door  and  screening. 

Frogger  trespass  evidence  was  found  near  Shark  River  valley.  Night 
airboat  patrol  and  combined  night  airboat-plane-truck  patrol  both  failed 
to  make  contact  with  the  violator(s). 

Water  level  gauges  were  serviced.  One  gauge  was  found  to  be 
defective  and  was  brought  in  for  repair.  One  hundred  boundary  line  signs 
were  prepared  for  posting  in  the  Tamiami  Subdistrict. 

A  road  gang  prisoner  escaped  near  Tamiami  Ranger  Station  and 
Tamiami  personnel  made  two  patrols  of  park  lands  to  cooperate  with  State 
authorities  in  capturing  this  escapee.  The  prisoner  was  captured  by  the 
State  officials  about  fifteen  miles  from  the  station  and  outside  the  park. 
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Several  night  road  patrols  were  made  in  Royal  Pain  Subdistrict. 
Very  little  activity  was  noted. 

The  quarterly  inspection  of  Emergency  and  First  Aid  equipment 
was  made  on  all  vehicles  assigned  to  Royal  Palm  Subdistrict,  Headquarters, 
shop  and  C&M  Division. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileage: 

Auto  8,665  miles 

Glades  Buggy  

Boat  1,165  miles 

Airbcat  705  miles 

Airplane  3,250  miles 

Total        13,785  miles 

An  aid  to  navigation  was  provided  with  the  installation  of  23 

temporary  new  channel  markers  at  the  Lostman's  River  entrance. 

The  Mangrove  District  is  still  being  plagued  with  boat  troubles. 
Three  inboard  and  three  outboard  boats  were  out  of  service  part  of  the  month 
because  of  damage,  breakdown  or  routine  maintenance  work. 

The  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  repaired  lighted  buoy  #9  at  the  Flamingo 
channel  entrance. 

A  stepped-up  mosquito  fogging  program  at  Flamingo  has  increased 
the  workload  on  the  district  maintenance  department. 

Concessions:  All  concessioner  sightseeing  boats  were  inspected 
by  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  to  determine  if  requirements  of  the  new  Ray  Bill 
were  being  met. 

Mr.  Joe  Creech  has  been  selected  by  the  Everglades  Park  Co., 
to  fill  the  position  of  Marine  Service  Manager,  formerly  held  by  Mr.  Ralph 
Maxwell . 

Complaints :  One  complaint  concerning  the  Flamingo  Motel  policy 
on  refunds  on  unused  reservations  was  received.  The  complaint  was  referred 
to  the  concessioner  for  corrective  action. 

Several  verbal  complaints  have  also  been  received  concerning 
mosquitoes,  poor  telephone  service,  ill-smelling  water  and  bad  coffee  at 
Flamingo.  Stepped-up  fogging  Lay  help  the  mosquito  problem,  the  Inter- 
County  Telephone  Company  is  making  an  effort  to  improve  the  telephone  service, 
and  studies  are  being  made  of  water  conditions. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:   One  non-statistical  fire  caused  by  a 
lightning  strike  started  in  Block  C  on  Long  Pine  Key.  An  attempt  to  burn  out 
the  block  was  unsuccessful  because  of  frequent  heavy  rains.  A  total  of  75 
acres  burned,  including  the  backfire  area. 

All  forest  fire  equipment,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  patrol 
pick  ups,  were  put  into  summer  standby  status. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

New  Construction:  Very  little  progress  has  been  made  on  the 
sewage  disposal  system  at  Flamingo.  Heavy  rains  have  delayed  this  work. 

The  planting  contract  at  Flamingo  continues  to  progress  and  it 
is  estimated  this  job  will  be  completed  in  late  August. 

The  location  of  the  incinerator  has  been  staked  and  the  contractor 
expects  to  start  work  in  the  near  future. 

The  Caraptender's  residence,  three  comfort  stations  and  shelter  at 
Flamingo  are  roofed  in.  It  is  estimated  these  buildings  will  be  completed 
in  late  July. 

The  grassing  contractor  has  finished  planting  grass  along  the  main 
park  road  and  is  now  working  in  the  Flamingo  area. 

Bids  were  opened  for  new  construction  as  follows: 

Pine  Island:  Residences,  equipment  storage  buildings,  storehouse, 
and  water  system.  Entrance  road  for  residences. 

Flamingo:  Dredging  and  bulkheading  utility  boat  basin,  500,000- 
gallon  water  tank,  boat  hoist  and  garbage  can  washers. 

Foundation  for  flagpole  at  Visitor  Center 

Picnic  table  and  bench  combinations,  fireplaces,  benches  and 
drinking  fountains. 

Visitors:  Mr.  Cron,  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  visited  the  area  in 
connection  with  the  grassing  contract. 

Mr.  Richard  King,  E0DC  reported  for  duty  and  is  assisting  Mr.  Stump. 

Mr.  DeSilets,  E0DC  spent  several  days  in  the  park  preparing 
specifications  and  bids  for  tables,  benches,  fireplaces  and  drinking 
fountains  for  the  Flamingo  picnic  area. 

Mr.  Kiener,  Regional  Engineer,  spent  a  week  at  Fort  Jefferson 
National  monument  in  connection  with  proposed  improvements. 

Mr.  Vick,  of  the  Regional  Office,  spent  several  days  in  the  park 
and  assisted  in  the  preparation  of  the  Buildings  and  Utilities,  and  the 
Roads  and  Trails  survey. 

UJ  0/VY4,     ^-  -  Cl&u.  ^^ 

Warren  F.  Hamilton 
Superintendent 
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Summary  of  July  1956  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Page 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  &  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


Summer  thunder  showers  kept 
water  level  high. 

Travel  has  increased  again. 

Superintendent  travelled  to  Richmond 
for  conferences.  Mr.  Manly  and 
Superintendent  to  Washington  for 
transfer  of  londo  and  fixing  of 
final  park  boundaries.   10-year 
service  pin  awarded  Ranger. 

Two  reinstatements.   One  TAPER 
appointment  made.   Seasonal  FCA 
f urloughed . 

Inspection  of  emergency  and  first 
aid  equipment  completed.  Numerous 
minor  accidents  and  one  boat  rescue 
occurred. 

Weather  stations  checked.   Automatic 
recording  gauges  Inspected.   U.  Q, 
Army  Engineers  surveying  continues 
along  U.S.  1.  Creel  census  and  shrimp 

study  programs  continue •  Completion 

of  water  resources  survey.   New  peat 
deposit  located. 

36,128  contacts  were  made  during  month. 
High  water  and  heat  reduced  biological 
show  at  AnhlngS  Trail. 

Recommendation  for  reconstruction  of 

Anbinga  Trail  and  Royal  Palm  submitted* 

Exhibit  plana  for  intra! is  reviewed. 


1 
2 


RESERACH  AND  OBSERVATIONS:  Work  continues  on  "The  Park  Story".     3 

Preliminary  studies  of  Wn  M.e-prownod 
Pigeons  progresses.   Probable  new 
rookery  observed.  Least  Tern  colony 
at  Flamingo  Lodge  produce  a  number  of 

young.  Headwater  streams  becoming 

congested  with  fresh  voter  aquatic  growth. 
Drinkable  water  found  In  Whitewater  Bey. 

Alligators  beccotfig  permanent  residents 
at  Flamingo.  Bobcats  seen  frequently! 

One  Flamingo  observed  during  month. 
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PROTECTION: 


Law  enforcement  and  nuisancer 
factors  continue.  Ranger  personnel 
reorganize  work  time  to  accomplish 
more.  Long  Pine  Key  picnic  area 
opened.  Charter  boat  operations 
suspected.  One  speeding  case 
heard.  Fourteen  warning  tickets 
issued.  Air  patrols  covering  37 
hours  made.  Doe  and  fawn  killed. 
Vandalism  still  continues.  New 
traffic  control  signs  effective  in 
slowing  down  traffic.  Investigation 
of  attempted  suicide  continues.  New 
type  boat  for  use  in  glade  lands  in 
operation. 


CONCESSIONS: 


Mr.  Eob  Knight  resumed  management  at 
Flamingo.  New  Marina  organization 
proving  successful. 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Maintenance  of  tools  and  equipment. 
New  sign  installed  at  Long  Pine  Key 
permitting  open  fires. 


BUILDING  FIRE  Ss  PROTECTION:  June  inspection  hazards  corrected. 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

July  1958 


In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Typical  summer  weather  prevailed  during  the 
month.  Summer  thunder  showers  kept  the  water  table  high.  The  low  pine 
woods  submerged  during  early  July  were  starting  to  dry  out  toward  the  end 
of  the  month.  The  water  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  recorded  3^5  at  the  end 
of  the  month  compared  with  2.20  for  the  same  month  in  1957.  Small  craft 
warnings  were  flown  for  only  five  of  the  31  days. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max.  Temp.' 

Mean  Max. 

•Mln.  Temp. 

Mean  Min. 

: Rainfall: 

I   93° 

89. 9° 

\       70°    : 

:  72.9° 

!  8.53"  ! 

:   97°   S 

91.1° 

\      71°    i 

77-5° 

:  7.99"  : 

:   92°    i 

90.10 

:   71°    i 

75.2° 

!  4. 90"  : 

:   91° 

88.6° 

73° 

•  75.2°  - 

8.96"  : 

Royal  Palm  Station 
Flamingo  Station 
Tamiami  Station 
Key  Largo 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  As  in  all  previous  months  for 
this  year  travel  again  increased.  This  month  it  increased  38$  over  July 
of  1957.  Total  travel  for  the  period  reached  29,^+62  with  an  additional 
2,57^  visitors  entering  by  boat.  Considering  the  below  average  summer 
season  in  south  Florida,  this  is  a  highly  significant  increase.  All  but 
three  states  were  represented;  as  was  one  U.  S.  Territory,  2  Canadian 
Provinces,  and  the  following  foreign  countries:  Cuba,  Pakistan,  Colombia, 
Brazil  and  India. 

Visitors: 

Dr.  Tsuyosia  Tamura,  Director  of  Japan's  National  Park  System 
visited  the  Park  for  three  days.  He  remained  overnight  at  Flamingo. 
Thirty-five  years  ago  Dr.  Tamura  visited  the  United  States  to  conceive 
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the  idea  of  national  parks  in  Japan.  The  Japanese  Government  considers 
him  "The  Father  of  Japan's  National  Parks".  Mr.  Tanaira  is  in  the  United 
States  to  make  a  study  of  national  parks,  its  protection  of  nature,  and 
tourism. 

Mrs.  Marjory  Stoneman  Douglas,  author  of  "Everglades,  River 
of  Grass" 

Mr.  Dan  Sullivan,  Dade  County  Crime  Commission 

Mr.  Lippman,  Illustrator,  Ford  Times  Magazine 

Mr.  Bill  Shelton,  writer,  Life  Magazine 

Mr.  Ken  Richardson,  cameraman  for  Channel  2  T.V.  in  Miami 

Mr.  Ross  Sweeney,  Engineer  from  E.O.D.C. 

Special  Activities;  Superintendent  Hamilton  went  to  the  Regional 
Office  for  conferences  on  the  MISSION  66   Visitor  Center  -  Administration 
Building.  These  conferences  took  place  on  July  28,  29*  and  30. 

Collaborator  A.  B.  Manly  joined  the  Superintendent  in  Richmond 
and  both  proceded  to  Washington  for  a  conference  regarding  the  transfer 
of  lands  following  fixing  of  final  park  boundaries. 

In  the  presence  of  staff  members  of  the  Park,  Superintendent 
Hamilton  made  the  presentation  of  a  10-year  service  pin  to  Subdistrict 
Ranger  Richard  A.  Stokes. 

Administration 

Personnel :  Robert  R.  Barber  was  reinstated  with  a  Career 
Conditional  appointment  as  Maintenanceman  at  Pine  Island,  effective  7/l/58. 
Mr.  Barber  formerly  held  a  tempory  appointment  as  Caretaker  which  was 
terminated  effective  6/30/58. 

Ralph  D.  Maxwell  was  reinstated  with  a  Career  appointment  as 
Supervisory  Park  Banger,  Pos.  #25,  GS-^53-9.  He  will  serve  as  District 
Park  Ranger  for  Glades  District  effective  7/1/58. 

James  Synagogue,  Jr.  was  given  a  TAPER  appointment  effective 
T/l/ 58  as  Caretaker  at  Flamingo.  He  was  formerly  serving  in  a  temporary 
appointment  as  laborer. 

Ralph  C.  Johnston  was  furloughed  from  Indefinite  appointment  as 
Seasonal  FCA,  GS-^56-4  Tamiami  Subdistrict,  effective  1:00  p.m  7/31/58. 

There  were  no  separations  this  month. 

Safety  and  Health:  Numerous  minor  accidents  occurred  in  various 
sectors  of  the  Park.  All  were  given  First  Aid.  One  boat  rescue  was 
accomplished  and  First  Aid  given. 

Quarterly  inspection  of  emergency  and  first  aid  equipment  was 
completed.  Weekly  safety  and  sanitation  inspections  were  made  of 
concessioner  public  service  facilities. 
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Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies;  Mr.  Myers 
of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  checked  the  weather  stations.  All  were  in 
order  except  for  the  minimum  thermometer  at  Pine  Island.  This  was 
recording  1  degree  low  and  replaced. 

A  representative  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Engineers  inspected  the  Park's 
automatic  recording  gauges.  Several  needed  parts  will  be  replaced  next 
month . 

U.  S.  Army  Engineers  continue  their  surveying  activities  along 
the  Park  "boundary  on  U.  S.  1. 

Mr.  George  Carley,  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service,  assisted  Ranger 
personnel  with  additional  training  in  making  sanitation  inspections. 

University  of  Miami  creel  census  and  shrimp  study  programs  continue. 

Cooperating  Non-Goverment :  Mr.  Lamar  Johnson  completed  his 
survey  of  the  Park's  water  resources  and  submitted  a  comprehensive  report. 
This  is  certain  to  provoke  much  comment  and  figure  importantly  in  future 
Park  planning  in  this  field. 

Dr.  Spackman  and  Mr.  Dolsen,  Pennsylvania  State  University 
geologists,  returned  to  the  Park  in  mid- July  to  carry  out  additional 
studies  of  the  Shark  River  peat  deposits.  An  interesting  find  from  their 
work,  was  the  discovery  of  a  peat  layer  located  beneath  8  feet  of  marl 
mud  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  about  one -half  mile  off  the  nDarth  mouth  of 
Harney  River. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities;  Recommendation  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Anhinga  Trail  and  the  Royal  Palm  Station  has  been  submitted.  The 
exhibit  plans  for  the  intrails  prepared  by  the  museum  team  from  Washington 
have  been  reviewed  and  minor  corrections  made. 

Interpretive  Services;  A  total  of  36,128  interpretive  contacts 
were  made  during  the  month.  Another  month  passed  without  interpretion 
for  visitors  being  provided  at  Flamingo.  High  water  and  heat  have  reduced 
the  biological  show  at  the  Anhinga  Trail  to  a  few  fish  and  scattered  frog 
grunts. 

General  Publicity;  Far-fetched  stories  of  alligator  attacks 
were  published  in  Homestead  and  Miami: papers. 

Research  and  Observation;  The  biologist  devoted  much  of  his  time 
during  July  to  work  on  the  manuscript  for  "The  Park  Story". 

Preliminary  studies  of  White-crowned  Pigeons  were  continued. 
An  evening  count  made  on  July  3  disclosed  large  pigeon  flights  from  feeding 
areas  in  hammocks  on  the  Lignumvitae  Key  and  the  Matecumbes  into  the 
Peterson  Buchanan  Keys  area  of  the  Park  in  the  extreme  southern  end  of 
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Florida  Bay.  Ten  pigeons  were  seen  in  the  East  River  -  Hell's  Bay- 
country  of  the  southwestern  mainland  on  July  11,   but  attempts  to 
locate  nests  there  vere  unsuccessful. 

On  the  July  17th  visit,  East  RiverRookery  was  found  to  he 
supporting  a  double  shift  of  nesting  birds.  A  number  of  full-grown  young 
Louisiana  Herons,  White  Ibis,  and  Common  Egrets  from  the  spring  nesting 
were  in  evidence,  and  several  hundred  birds  of  the  latter  two  species  were 
just  beginning  to  nest.  Probable  rookery  activity  by  herons  and  ibis  was 
reported  also  from  Oyster  Keys  and  Dildo  Key  in  western  Florida  Bay  and 
from  islands  in  Rodgers  River  Bay. 

The  Least  Tern  colony  at  the  doorstep  of  the  Flamingo  Lodge 
successfully  produced  a  number  of  young,  but  considerable  nest  loss  must 
have  occurred,  because  at  the  end  of  July  some  of  the  terns  still  had  eggs 
in  nests  built  along  the  gravel  road  shoulders.  A  number  of  Black-necked 
Stilts  and  Wilson's  Plovers  also  nested  around  the  two  ponds  in  this  area. 
Unless  there  is  some  pressing  reason  for  them  to  be  filled  or  otherwise 
disturbed,  the  ponds  should  be  maintained  and  the  shallow  ditch  dug  to 
drain  the  eastern  pond  should  be  closed.  These  ponds  attract  an  interesting 
and  dependable  year-round  bird  show  that  is  readily  accessible  to  every 
visitor  in  the  Flamingo  area. 

July  observations  of  interest  included:  two  records  of  American 
Bitterns  in  the  Tamiami  area,  the  first  summer  occurrences  in  the  Park  in 
many  years'  a  number  of  sightings  of  a  pair  of  Sandhill  Cranes  in  the 
glades  near  the  Mahogany  Hammock  roadj  several  records  of  summering  White 
Pelicans;  a  Mangrove  Cuckoo  at  Paradise  Key,  July  19;  one  Glossy  Ibis  at 
Flamingo,  July  8,  and  many  Black  Terns  there,  July  1  to  22;  8  Stilit 
Sandpipers  at  Snake  Bight,  July  IT,  and,  up  to  50  Cattle  Egrets  in  rockland 
tomato  fields  just  outside  the  Park  entrance.  By  the  end  of  July,  many 
northern  shorebirds  and  warblers  had  returned  to  the  Park  on  fall  migration, 
and  local  Swallow-tailed  Kites  were  assembling  in  flocks  preparatory  to 
their  southward  departure. 

Continual  heavy  rainfall  and  high  water  tables  are  beginning 
to  effect  normally  salt  water  areas.  All  headwaters  streams  are  becoming 
quite  congested  with  fresh  water  aquatic  growth.  Fresh  water  influence 
is  evident  almost  to  the  mouth  of  many  of  the  rivers.  University  of  Miami 
Marine  Laboratory  personnel  report  completely  fresh  "drinkable"  water  in 
Whitewater  Bay.  Salt  water  marine  growth  in  the  general  vicinity  of  Clear 
Water  Pass  has  almost  disappeared  with  the  influx  of  fresh  water. 

Several  alligators  have  become  permanent  residents  at  Flamingo. 
Visitor  feeding  aided  in  attracting  and  keeping  them,  but  has  not  improved 
their  dispositions. 

Bobcats  have  been  seen  at  Flamingo  quite  regularly.  Many  have 
lost  much  of  their  natural  timidity. 

Only  1  Flamingo  was  observed  in  Lake  Ingraham  during  the  month. 
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Operations 


Protection  and  Ranger  Service;  The  Ranger-Pilot  flew 
Mrs.  Marjory  Stoneman  Douglas,  author  of  "Everglades,  River  of  Grass" 
and  Mr.  Ken  Richardson,  cameraman  for  Miami  educational  T.V.  (Channel  2) 
Station  over  the  Park. 

Riff-raff  from  Miami  area  continue  to  "be  lav  enforcement  and 
nuisance  factors. 

Lack  of  personnel  curtailed  operations.  This  situation  was 
further  aggravated  by  annual  leave.  Boat  patrolling  suffered  most. 
Ranger  personnel  have  reorganized  their  work  schedule  to  better  effect 
the  use  of  time  and  accomplish  more  of  the  many  routine  tasks  demanding 
their  time,  and  attention  of  the  limited  personnel. 

The  Long  Pine  Key  picnic  area  was  put  into  use  the  first  of 
the  month.  Over  the  holiday  week-end  all  tables  were  filled  at  noon. 
Several  visitors  complained  of  lack  of  shade. 

Charter  boat  operations  are  suspected  by  a  non-licensed  person. 

A  limited  search  for  on  overdue  yacht  was  conducted  and  the 
craft  was  located. 

A  local  resident  was  apprehended  for  speeding  and  using  abusive 
language  to  the  Ranger  who  stopped  him.  This  case  was  settled  out  of 
court . 

One  speeding  case  was  heard  before  the  Commissioner  and  a  $15.00 
fine  imposed.  Total  of  fourteen  warning  tickets  were  issued  to  speeding 
motorists  during  the  month.  Fourteen  air  patrols  travelling  37  hours  were 
made.  Warning  tickets  were  issued  to  two  men  suspected  of  killing  frogs 
along  the  Tamiami  Trail.  They  could  have  been  on  State  highway  right-of- 
way. 

The  killing  of  a  doe  and  fawn  brings  the  total  of  17  killed  along 
the  new  road  since  its  opening  in  December,  1957. 

Four  youths  committing  a  minor  violation  were  given  warning 
tickets.  It  was  later  learned  they  hod  given  ficticious  names.  Their 
real  names  were  determined.  They  were  then  called  to  the  Chief  Ranger's 
Office,  with  their  parents,  for  a  discussion  of  the  danger  in  using  of 
aliases. 

Vandals  removed  eight  parking  lot  back  stops,  each  weighing 
150  pounds,  from  the  Long  Pine  Key  picnic  area.  Two  traffic  control  signs 
were  knocked  down  during  the  month. 

The  new  traffic  control  signs  installed  on  the  Park  road  have 
had  some  effect  in  slowing  down  traffic.  However,  there  is  some  criticism 
of  these  signs. 
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Ranger  personnel  spent  approximately  two  days  investigating 
a  possible  attempted  suicide  in  the  Park.  The  investigation  is  "being 
continued. 

A  nev  type  "boat  for  use  in  glade  lands  has  been  placed  in 
operation  "by  Mr.  Burney  Waldin.   It  is  17  to  19  feet  long,  2V  wide, 
built  of  aluminum  and  powered  by  a  weedless  3"!  HP  outboard  on  a  high 
transom. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileage: 

Automobile  9,5^2  miles 

Airboat  735  miles 

Aircraft  3,700  miles 

Boat  1,119  miles 

Total  15,096  miles 

Concessions:  Mr.  Robert  Knight  has  resumed  active  management 
at  Flamingo  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Payne  on  vacation.  There  has  been 
an  improvement  in  the  safety  and  sanitary  inspections  which  revealed 
improvements  in  all  departments  except  the  restaurant  and  kitchen.  The 
new  Marina  organization  is  proving  successful. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  Summer  maintenance  of  tools  ar*^  equip- 
ment took  most  of  the  month.  One  new  sign  was  installed  at  Long  Pine  Key 
campground  permitting  open  fires.  Some  in-service  training  was  given 
remaining  Fire  Control  Aids. 

Building  Fire  and  Protection:  All  hazards  noted  in  the  June 
inspection  for  building  fire  hazards  in  the  Pine  Island  -  Royal  Palm  area 
were  found  corrected  on  a  follow-up  inspection. 
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Design  and  Construction 

New  Construction:  No  progress  has  been  made  on  the  lagoons  for 
the  sewage  disposal  system.  Rain  and  high  water  table  are  still  delaying 
the  work. 

Semi-final  inspection  on  the  planting  contract  is  scheduled  for 
the  first  week  in  August. 

Work  on  the  incinerator  is  scheduled  to  start  the  first  week  in 
August.  The  contractor  has  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  pile  driver  for 
the  reinforced  concrete  piling. 

Work  on  the  Camptender's  Residence,  three  Comfort  Stations  and 
Shelter  has  been  delayed  due  to  rain. 

The  grassing  contractor  has  completed  grassing  and  setting  the  park 
road  signs.  This  job  is  complete  except  for  one  culvert  in  the  Flamingo 
area. 

The  following  contracts  have  been  awarded: 

Pine  Island:  Entrance  road  for  new  residences. 

Flamingo:  Utility  boat  basin  and  500, OOO-gallon  water  storage  tank. 

Foundation  and  erection  of  flagpole  at  Visitors  Center. 

Picnic  table  and  bench  combination,  fireplaces,  benches, 
and  drinking  fountains. 

Visitors:  Mr.  Bruce  Myers,  E.O.D.C.  reported  for  duty  and  is 
assisting  Mr.  Ruber. 

Messrs.  Carley  and  Chapman  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  spent 
several  days  in  the  park  in  connection  with  sanitation  and  water  supply 
problems . 


George  W.  Fry 

Acting  Superintendent 
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Summary  of  August  19j?8  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


Page 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  &  HEALTH: 


COOPERATION: 


DJTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATION: 


PROTECTION: 


Another  month  of  brofcen  weather 
records.  Three  hurricanes  pass 
■by  without  any  damage. 

Decrease  in  travel. 

Superintendent  attended  Inter- 
agency conference.  Meeting  to 
discuss  problem  of  surveying  and 
monumenting  "boundary  of  "Hole-in- 
the-Donut". 

One  Temporary  Excepted  Appoint- 
ment made.  One  Career-Conditional 
Appointment  given.  One  TAPER 
appointment  made.  Two  terminations. 
One  reassignment  and  change  of 
headquarters . 

Weekly  safety  &  sanitation  inspection 
made.  Two  personal  injuries.  Two 
more  deer  killed. 

Gauging  instruments  checked.  Dyeing 
project  of  shrimp  started.  Plans 
for  moving  automatic  recording  station 
from  Flamingo  to  Lostman's  River  made. 
Oil  exploration  project  concluded. 

Pine  Lands  Trail  route  roughed  out. 
Library  for  Flamingo  acquired. 

31,^13  contacts  made  during  month. 
Decreased  .  interest  in  boat-a-cade 
evident . 

White  Crowned  Pigeons  observed. 
Young  crocodiles  hatched.  Flocks 
of  spoonbills  observed.  Supervision 
of  Park  Biologist  transferred. 

First  conviction  for  stop-netting 
obtained.  Two  ship  wrecked  commercial 
fishermen  start  carapfire  that  burned 
300  acres  of  Northwest  Cape.  Night 
boat  patrols  continue.   Several. search 
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PROTECTION:  (con't) 
CONCESSIONS: 

FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 
BUILDING  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Page 
3 
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and  rescue  missions  carried  out. 
Boundary  reposted. 

Mr.  McNamara  new  resident  manager 
for  Flamingo.  Marina  Service 
Building  redecorated. 

Two  non-statistical  fires  occured. 


Reported  fire  at  Flamingo  Power  House  6 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT TS  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


In  Reply  Refer  to: 
A2823 


August  1958 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  August  was  another  month  of  broken  weather 
records  in  the  southern  part  of  Florida.  There  were  25  days  when  tempera- 
tures of  90°  and  over  were  recorded.  High  humidity  most  of  the  period 
contributed  toward  making  this  a  very  uncomfortable  month.  Hurricanes 
Becky,  Cleo  and  Daisy  by  passed  the  State  of  Florida,  and  did  not  touch 
any  land  areas.  The  water  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  recorded  3.25  feet  at 
the  end  of  the  month,  as  compared  with  3.9O  feet  for  the  same  month  in 
1957. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


: Max. Temp. 

:Mean  Max. 

:Min.  Temp. 

•Mean  Min. 

Rainfall: 

\      98°   ■ 

;   92. 1+° 

:   73°    ! 

1  83. 1° 

:  10.87" j 

:   9^° 

\       90.8O 

!  710   ! 

1  7^.5° 

i   3.UO"! 

!   980   j 

\       93-3° 

:   71°    1 

75.20 

j  k. ■02"  J 

i   95° 

90.6o 

!   720 

1  77.8o 

:   3.32"! 

Royal  Palm  Station 
Flamingo  Station 
Tamiami  Station 
Key  Largo  Station 


Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Visitation  to  the  Park  was 
slightly  less  than  that  of  the  preceding  month,  but  there  was  an  increase 
of  32p  over  August,  1957  travel.  A  total  of  31,593  visitors  entered  the 
park.  Of  this  number,  28,259  came  by  car,  2,895  by  boat,  and  U39  by  bus. 
All  but  nine  states  were  represented;  as  was  two  U.  S.  Territories,  three 
Canadian  Provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries:  Australia,  Brazil, 
England,  Mexico,  France,  British  West  Indies,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Cuba, 
Sweden  and  Ecuador. 


Grass" 


Visitors: 

Mr.  Alexander  Sprunt,  Sr.,  Ornithologist,  National  Audubon  Society 
Mrs.  Marjory  Stoneman  Douglas,  author  of  "Everglades,  River  of 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Imhoff,  retired  Congressman  from  Ohio 

Mr.  John  Cabot,  Supervisory  Architect  from  E.O.D.C. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Chapman,  Former  Secretary  of  Interior 

Mr.  Don  Allen,  Fishery  Research  Biologist,  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service 

Mr.  Pardue,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Miami 

Mr.  Stuart  Schulberg,  author  of  script  for  the  motion  picture 
"Winds  Across  the  Everglades" 

Mr.  Barney  Craig,  Warden,  Everglades  Fire  Control  District 

Special  Activities:  Superintendent  Hamilton  attended  the 
Interagency  Conference  at  Jacksonville  on  August  l8th. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Fry  went  on  leave  August  6th  for 
about  one  month.  He  will  spend  a  week  at  a  Boy  Scout  Council.  The  balance 
of  his  vacation  he  will  be  visiting  several  National  Parks  where  he  has 
many  friends. 

Glades  District  Ranger  met  with  the  Park  Engineer  and  Mr.  Michelle 
of  the  engineering  firm,  Rader  and  Associates.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting 
was  to  discuss  the  problem  of  surveying  and  monument ing  the  boundary  of 
the  "Hole-in-the-Donut",  and  to  ohtain  a  cost  estimate  for  this  work.  It  is 
most  desirable  that  this  section  of  boundary  be  surveyed  as  soon  as 
possible.  Farming  pressure  has  become  very  intensified  along  this  boundary 
with  land  owners  claiming  they  own  land  which  we  contend  is  Park  land. 

Administration 

Personnel:  Park  Ranger  Larson  was  selected  to  attend  the  fall 
session  of  the  Yosemite  Training  Center  which  begins  in  September. 

Ralph  C.  Johnston  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  NTE  9/30/58 
(WAE)  as  Seasonal  Park  Ranger,  IGS-l^-^,  $4,040  per  annum.  Mr.  Johnston 
is  on  furlough  from  his  Indefinite  Appointment  as  Fire  Control  Aid  at 
Everglades  National  Park. 

Joseph  (NMN)  Giordano  was  given  a  Career-Conditional  Appointment 
as  Voucher  and  Payroll  Clerk,  GS-501-4,  $3,755  per  annum.  He  is  to  take 
the  place  of  Mrs.  Maude  Harriott,  who  has  resigned  from  the  position  of 
Voucher  and  Payroll  Clerk  effective  cob  9/19/58. 

Elmer  N.  Hampton  was  given  a  TAPER  appointment  as  Maintenanceman, 
Ungraded,  $2.36  per  hour  at  Flamingo  effective  8/H/58. 

Nancy-Lee  Larson  was  terminated  from  seasonal  Park  Rnnger- 
Naturalist  position,  iGS-lj-53-1^  $3,755  per  annum  effective  8/5/58. 

James  F.  Colson  was  terminated  from  Excepted  Appointment  (WAE) 
as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist  IGS-^53-1*-,  $3,755  per  annum  effective  8/21/58. 

Vernon  C.  Gilbert,  Jr.  was  reassigned  and  changes  headquarters 
from  Park  Naturalist  Position  GS-452-7,  $l)-,980  per  annum  at  Great  Smoky 
Mountains  National  Park  to  the  position  of  Park  Naturalist,  Pos.  #57, 
same  grade  and  salary  at  Everglades  National  ark,  effective  8/31/58. 
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Safety  and  Health;  Weekly  safety  and  sanitation  inspections  of 
concessioner  facilities  were  made.  Little  improvement  is  apparent  in 
the  somewhat  substandard  sanitary  conditions. 

Two  personal  injuries  were  investigated  involving  a  Park  visitor 
and  Government  employee  respectively.  Neither  accident  was  of  a  serious 

nature . 

Two  more  deer  were  killed  "by  cars  on  the  park  road.  One  vehicle 
involved  was  a  Government  truck.  Damage  to  the  truck  was  inconsequential. 
The  other  vehicle  did  not  report  its  encounter  with  the  second  deer,  and 
is  presumed  to  have  "been  a  visitor. 


Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  Two  of 
the  park  water  gauging  instruments  were  checked  and  repaired  by  a  U.  S. 
Geodetic  Survey  technician.  All  of  the  gauging  stations  have  now  been 
repaired  and  placed  in  excellent  operating  condition-. 

Royal  Palm  and  Tamiami  Stations  are  now  operating  and  preparing 
monthly  reports  for  the  Cooperative  Hurricane  Reporting  System  of  the 
U.  S.  Weather  Bureau. 

The  U.  S.  Pish  and  Wildlife  Service  has  moved  equipment  to 
Flamingo  for  the  shrimp  dyeing  project  which  will  soon  be  started.  They 
plan  to  catch  and  dye  30,000  shrimp  as  a  part  of  their  research  program 
to  determine  the  movements  of  the  shrimp. 

The  Florida  State  Highway  Patrol  was  assisted  in  locating 
and  questioning  a  concessioner  employee. 

An  official  of  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  met  with  Flamingo 
Ranger  personnel  to  discuss  plans  for  moving  the  existing  automatic 
recording  station  from  Flamingo  to  Lostman's  River.  They  plan  to  remove 
the  hurricane  weather  station  within  three  weeks  thus  removing  this 
rather  unsightly  structure  from  the  picnic  area  at  Flamingo. 

Cooperation  Non-Government  Agencies:  Lorac  Service  Corp., 
operating  radio  equipment  under  special  permit  at  Flamingo,  in  connection 
with  oil  exploration  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  concluded  their  project  and 
moved  their  equipment  out. 

University  of  Miami  Marine  biologists  Tabb  and  Dubrow  continued 
their  research  with  an  increased  staff  of  two  additional  men  in  the 
Cape  Sable  Subdistrict. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities:  The  route  of  the  Pine  Lands  Trail 
was  roughed  out.  Other  planned  trails  were  shown  to  planners  from 
E.O.D.C.  and  the  Regional  Office. 
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A  small  branch  library  was  acquired  and  catalogued  for  Flamingo. 
Numerous  requests  for  pictures  clearly  indicates  a  need  for  a  photographic 
department . 

Interpretive  Services;  A  total  of  31*^13  interpretive  contacts 
were  made  during  the  month.  During  August  the  interpretive  staff  was 
stretched  to  offer  a  minimal  program  at  the  Royal  Palm  Station.  There  was 
no  opportunity  to  furnish  interpretive  services  at  Flamingo  because  of  the 
shortage  of  personnel.  Decreased  interest  and  participation  in  the  weekly 
boat-a-cade  was  evident.  Five  trips  with  33  boats  and  125  visitors 
attending  were  conducted  in  August. 

Research  and  Observation:  Many  observations  of  White  Crowned 
Pigeons  have  been  recorded.  One  large  flight  of  approximately  UO  birds 
was  observed  near  Nine-Mile  Bend  and  other  birds  of  this  species  were  seen 
at  Roberts  River. 

Young  crocodiles  have  hatched  from  two  nests  in  Florida  Bay. 
A  large  crocodile  has  been  seen  several  times  in  Buttonwood  Creek. 

Large  flocks  of  spoonbills  were  observed  at  Lake  Ingraham,  and 
eleven  Glossy  Ibis  were  seen  near  Bob  Keys  in.. Florida  Bay. 

Deer  have  frequently  been  seen  along  the  park  highway  especially 
late  in  evening  and  early  in  the  morning.  Quite  a  number  of  migratory 
birds  apparently  remained  in  the  area  and  made  their  nesting  effort  here. 
The  water  level  remained  high  though  it  is  falling  now.  There  has  been 
an  enormous  growth  in  hammock  vegetation  especially  in  climbing  vines  many 
of  which  seem  to  have  over  burdened  the  trees  on  which  they  have  climbed. 

During  the  month  the  Park  Biologist  was  transferred  from  the 
supervision  of  the  Park  staff  at  Everglades  to  the  Region  One  Office. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  The  first  conviction  for  stop- 
netting  in  the  Park  was  obtained  with  the  apprehension  and  trial  of  a 
commercial  fisherman  who  had  committed  the  violation  at  Lostman's  River. 
A  6  months  jail  sentence  and  $500  fine  was  imposed  and  suspended,  but  the 
violator's  boats  and  nets  were  confiscated.  This  violation  was  detected 
from  our  Service  aircraft  while  on  a  routine  air  patrol  of  the  park. 
Aerial  detection  has  proven  to  be  an  excellent  method  of  controlling  stop 
netting  which  is  nearly  impossible  to  detect  by  boat  patrol. 

Another  outstanding  violation  was  detected  from  the  air  during 
the  month.  This  involved  the  apprehension  of  two  commercial  fishermen  who 
had  built  a  camp  fire  on  the  Northwest  Cape  and  let  the  fire  get  away. 
It  burned  300  acres  of  this  Cape.  These  two  men  were  taken  before  the 
U.  S. -Commissioner  and  found  guilty  of  Section  1.8  of  the  General  Rules 
and  Regulations.  The  Commissioner  imposed  a  fine  of  $500  and  3ix  months  in 
jail.  These  fines  and  sentences  were  suspended  on  condition  that  they 
remove  their  boats  from  the  Park  within  one  week  and  never  return  to  the 
park. 
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Other  violation  cases  taken  before  the  U.  S  Commissioner  involved 
possession  and  use  of  firearms  in  the  Park,  driving  vehicle  without  a 
driver's  license  and  traveling  at  an  excess  speed  on  Park  roads.  Fines 
were  imposed  on  all  these  cases. 

Night  boat  patrols  were  made  in  the  Florida  Bay  Subdistrict  to 
check  on  activities  of  crawfish  and  mullet  fishermen  failed  to  reveal  any- 
illegal  activities. 

U.  S.  Coast  Guard  and  National  Park  Service  personnel  at  Flamingo 
coordinated  a  search  and  rescue  involving  a  skiff  overdue  at  Lower  Matecumbe 
Key.  The  lost  party  was  found  safe  at  Sandy  Key. 

The  shipwrecked  men  who  started  the  fire  at  Northwest  Cape  were 
rescued  in  rough  hazardous  weather.  Charter  boat  Captain  Mark  Hamilton 
assisted  Park  Rangers  in  the  rescue. 

Glades  District  personnel  helped  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  in  a  search 
for  two  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  technicians  whose  airboat  broke  down  in 
the  'glades  north  of  Tamiami  Trail.  The  N.P.S.  airplane  and  airboat  were 
used,  and  the  lost  men  were  found  safe.  A  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  helicopter 
picked  up  the  men  and  returned  them  to  the  Tamiami  Ranger  Station. 

Approximately  5i"  miles  of  boundary  in  the  Royal  Palm  Subdistrict 
were  reposted. 

Survey  markers  to  be  used  for  a  starting  point  for  a  "Hole-in- 
the-Donut  survey,  were  located,  using  the  Park  plane  and  glades  buggy. 

Several  verbal  warnings  were  issued  to  "hot  rodders"  and  "boat 
jockeys"  in  the  Flamingo  area. 

An  amnesia  victim  was  picked  up  at  Flamingo  and  assisted  by 
returning  him  to  his  home  in  Homestead. 

Shelter  and  assistance  was  given  to  a  Park  visitor  when  he 
developed  a  cardiac  condition  at  Lostman's  River  Patrol  Station.  The 
visitor  recovered  after  staying  overnight  at  the  Station,  and  he  was  able 
to  continue  on  his  way  by  boat. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities  for  the  month: 

Boat  1,332  miles 

Automobile  8,207  miles 

Airplane  3,300  miles 

Air  boat  572  miles 

Glades  buggy  5  miles 

Total  13,416  miles 
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Concessioners:  A  new  resident  manager  for  the  Everglades 
Park  Co. ,  Inc.,  Mr.  McNamara  ,  and  his  wife  have  entered  on  duty  at 
Flamingo.  New  policies  or  directives,  if  any,  have  not  yet  "been  issued. 

The  Marina  Service  Building  was  redecorated  and  merchandise 
displays  were  rearranged. 

Personnel  changes  included  a  complete  turnover  of  motel  maids 
and  the  usual  turnover  of  kitchen,  coffee  shop  and  dining  room  help. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  Two  non-statistical  fires  occurred 
during  the  month.  The  Squawk  Creek  fire,  caused  "by  lightening,  "burned 
35  acres,  and  the  Northwest  Cape  fire  burned  300  acres.  Both  fires  were 
scouted  from  the  air  and  no  ground  suppression  action  was  taken. 

Building  Fire  Protection:  All  Cape  Sable  ranger  personnel  and 
Maintenance  Supervisor  Lewis  participated  in  two  hours  fire  truck  train- 
ing at  Flamingo. 

Rangers  were  called  out  on  a  reported  fire  at  the  Flamingo 
power  house.  No  suppression  action  was  necessary,  as  the  fire  turned 
out  to  be  carbon  burning  out  of  the  exhaust  stack. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 


Nev  Construction: 

Flamingo:  No  progress  has  "been  made  on  the  lagoons  for  the 
sewage  disposal  system.  The  water  table  is  still  high  and  continued 
rains  have  saturated  the  ground.  This  work  is  now  under  stop  order. 

The  planting  contract  is  completed  and  final  inspection  has 
been  made. 

Foundation  for  the  incinerator  has  "been  constructed  and  work 
on  the  incinerator  proper  is  scheduled  to  start  the  first  week  in 
September. 

The  Camptender's  Residence,  three  Comfort  Stations  and  Shelter 
are  nearing  completion  and  will  probably  be  completed  by  the  middle  of 
September . 

Planting  of  grass  is  completed  and  final  inspection  has  been  made, 

A  contract  was  awarded  for  the  extension  of  the  water  lines  to 
connect  the  proposed  drinking  fountains,  in  the  picnic  area,  and  this 
work  is  completed. 

Work  on  the  Utility  Boat  Basin  is  under  way  and  approximately 
one-half  of  the  entrance  canal  has  been  excavated. 

Pine  Island:   The  entrance  road  for  the  new  personnel  quarters 
is  fifty  percent  complete. 

The  contract  for  the  personnel  quarters,  warehouse,  two  equip- 
ment buildings  and  expansion  of  the  water  system  has  been  awarded  and 
actual  work  is  scheduled  to  start  next  month. 


WaYx 


•*•«*>  F.  Hamilton 
Superintended 
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September 

Summary  of  JJotolwr  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

FOR 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 


TRAVEL: 


SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


PERSONNEL: 


SAFETY  AND  HEALTH 


COOPERATIONS: 


Page 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


Hurricanes  threatened  and  passed.  Water 
table  "began  seasonal  drop. 

3  per  cent  increase  in  travel. 
22,027  visitors  entered  Park 

United  Fund  conducted.  Power 
Squadron  10-week  "boat  course  attended 
"by  most  Rangers  and  Superintendent 
Power  Plant  Appraisal  Committee  survey 
"Canpfire  Day"  observed 

Park  Ranger  attending  Training  School 
Supply  Assistant  reported  for  duty 
3  Naturalists  ready  for  work.  Two  on 
WAE  status  .  Other  personnel  actions 

3  minor  personal  injury  accidents. 

Rockpits  closed  to  swimming. 

Sanitary  conditions  show  slight 

improvement  . 

Millipore  Process  of  water  testing 

put  in  use. 

Fire  extinguishers  checked  and  refilled. 

Interagency  meeting  attended. 

GSO  auditing  team  here 

U.S.  Weather  Bureau  station  removed 

from  Flamingo. 

Shrimp  dyeing  project  begun 

U.  of  Miami  sampling  "bottom  of  Florida 

Bay. 

Perm  State  U  .  stopped  work  on  peat 

deposit  study  for  season. 

Park  slide  library  being  duplicated. 

Demand  for  photos  increases. 

Park  book  pictures  being  selected. 

Heavy  visitor  use  on  Labor  Day. 
Balance  of  month  visitation  decreased. 
Royal  Palm  Station  manned  daily  with 
walk  and  talk  presented.  Additional 
talk  on  weekends.  Orientation  given 
bus  groups  on  Tues.,  Thurs.  and  Sun. 
Boat-a-Cade  attendance  decreases 


3-^ 
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RESEARCH  &  OBSERVATIONS: 


PROTECTION; 


MAINTENANCE: 


CONCESSIONER: 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Aerial  count  of  great  white  herons 
revealed  larger  number  of  birds 
+.han  suspected.  Some  nesting. 
Wilson's  warbler  observation  in 
late  September  is  new  bird  for  Park. 
Three  Flamingos  seen  at  Flamingo 

Indian  mound  explored  and  excavated 

by  persons  unknown. 

Lostman's  River  Patrol  station 

broken  into. 

Stalled  Ranger  in  airboat  aided 

by  air-drop  of  oil. 

Observation  and  report  of  Park 

Rangers  leads  to  confiscation  of 

shipload  of  arms  for  Cuban  rebels. 

Five  more  deer  killed. 

Concessioner  employees  fingerprinted 

to  deter  criminals  seeking  employment 

with  concessioner  at  Flamingo. 

Various  painting  and  refurbishing 

completed. 

Slippery  surface  removed  from  concrete 

at  contact  station. 

Sand  beach  being  constructed  along 

S.  shoreline  of  Flamingo  Lodge. 

Fill  being  removed  from  around 

mangrove  trees  to  prevent  damage 

Recreation  room  planned  for  concessioner 

employees . 

l6  new  Mercury  rental  motors  delivered. 

Small  controlled-burn  at  Pine  Island. 


4-5 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

DESIGN :  Final  working  drawings  for  the  Equipment  Storage  and  Shop 
Buildings  at  Flamingo  have  been  received  and  invitations  for  bids  will 
be  sent  out  in  the  near  future. 

A  revised  preliminary  floor  plan  for  the  Parachute  Key  Visitors 
Center  was  received  and  is  being  reviewed  by  the  Staff. 

CONSTRUCTION;  Flamingo :  Final  inspection  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  System 
was  made  on  December  23,  1?£8,  and  the  project  accepted. 

Concrete  piling  and  pre-cast  panels  have  been  installed  on  one  side 
of  the  Utility  Boat  Basin.  By  using  two  large  capacity  pumps  the  contrac- 
tor has  been  able  to  do  most  of  the  work  in  the  dry. 

All  steel  work  on  the  500,000  gallon  water  tank  is  completed.  Founda- 
tion for  the  pump  house  has  been  poured  and  the  valve  pit  is  complete. 

Long  Pine  Key;  Temporary  sanitary  facilities  and  water 
supply  for  the  Camping  and  Picnic  Area  are  installed  and  completed. 

Pine  Island;  Steel  roof  beams  on  the  warehouse  have  been 
installed. 

The  concrete  floors  in  the  equipment  storage  buildings  are 
being  poured.  It  is  expected  that  the  two  equipment  buildings  will  be  com- 
pleted  im  the  early  part  of  next  month. 

Lathing  is  complete  in  four  of  the  five  residences,  roofs 
are  complete  on  all  residences  and  seasonal  quarters  and  windows  have  been 
installed  in  three  residences. 

The  new  road  through  the  residential  area  is  still  under 
Stop  Order  but  it  is  expected  that  work  will  be  resumed  about  the  middle 
of  next  month. 


barren  F.  Hamilton 


Superintendent 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


-»  In  reply  refer  to: 

A2823 


Qc&Shar  i.958 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Summer  weather  continued  throughout  most  of 
the  month.  Toward  the  end  of  the  period  a  very  slight  cooling  off  was 
noticeable,  especially  in  the  evenings. 

Hurricanes  Ella,  Fifi,  Gerda,  Helene  and  Ilsa  threatened,  hut 
by-passed,  the  State.  High  winds  from  Hurricane  Ella  were  felt  in  the 
Park.  Gale  warnings  flew  for  twelve  hours  and  small  craft  warnings 
were  displayed  forty  hours  at  Flamingo. 

Precipitation  during  the  month  was  slight,  and  glades  water  levels 
began  dropping  fast.  The  water  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  recorded  3«°6  feet 
at  the  end  of  this  month  as  compared  with  3.20  feet  for  the  same  month  in 
1957. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


Royal  Palm  Station 

Flamingo  Station 

Tamiami  Station 

Key  Largo  Station 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  With  the  end  of  summer  vacations 
and  the  opening  of  schools  the  normal  decrease  in  visitation  to  the  Park  was 
noticed.  There  were  9>500  fewer  visitors  than  last  month,  but  there  was 
an  increase  of  6*4-3  visitors  over  the  same  period  in  1957-  This  is  about  a 
3  per  cent  increase. 

A  total  of  22,027  visitors  entered  the  Park.  Of  this  number 
19,926  came  by  car,  1,820  by  boat,  and  28l  by  bus.  Forty-two  states, 
four  Canadian  Provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries  were  repre- 
sented: Switzerland,  France,  Germany,  England,  Ireland,  Belgian  Congo,  Cuba, 
Argentina,  and  Uruguay. 
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:Max.  Temp. 

:Mean  Max. 

Min.  Temp.' 

Mean  Min. • 

Rainfall  : 

i   93°   ! 

:  90. 7° 

69°    ! 

72.0°  : 

7.62"    : 

:   92°    : 

i  89.9°  : 

70°     ! 

7^.0°   ! 

3.78"    .: 

:   96°    1 

91.8°  I 

•  70°    ! 

74.5°  : 

3.2V   i 

:   90° 

88.1°  1 

72° 

76.3° 

•   3.32"  .  : 

Visitors.  Mr.  Sam  Hoover,  Engineer,  WASO 

Mr.  Tyler  B.  Kiener,  Regional  Engineer,  Region  One 
Mr.  C.  C.  Watson,  Property  Officer,  Region  One 
Dr.  Clapham,  Botanist,  Sheffield  University,  England 
B.  T.  Campbell,  Supt.,  Petersburg  NMP,  Petersburg,  Va. 
Mr.  Leonard  Pardue,  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau,  Miami,  Fla. 
Mr.  Charlie  Trainer,  Photographer,  Miami  Daily  News, 
Miami,  Florida. 

Special  Activities:  The  United  Fund  drive  for  the  Park  was 
started,  with  District  Ranger  Maxwell  as  Chairman  of  the  drive. 

The  Homestead  Power  Squadron  inaugurated  its  10-week  course  in 
navigation  and  small  boat  handling.  The  Park  Superintendent,  most  of  the 
Park  Rangers,  and  one  Naturalist  are  talcing  the  course. 

The  Power  House  Appraisal  Committee  was  in  the  Park  for  a  week  to 
investigate  the  feasibility  of  the  Service's  purchasing  the  Flamingo  plant 
from  the  concessioner. 

"Campfire  Day",  commemorating  the  founding  of  the  National  Park 
Service,  was  celebrated  at  Pine  Island.  Park  employees  and  their  families 
gathered  at  the  chickee  for  a  social  evening  and  to  hear  Superintendent 
Hamilton  and  Park  Naturalist  Christensen  talk  about  the  events  and  people 
concerned  with  founding  the  NPS. 

Miscellaneous:  A  daughter,  7  pounds  9-1/2  ounces,  named  Jill 
Diane  has  taken  up  residence  at  the  Shaw  home  in  Flamingo. 

Administration 

Personnel :  Park  Ranger  Paul  A.  Larson  reported  to  the  Yosemite 
Training  School  on  September  22.  Ranger  Larson  was  promoted  from  Park 
Ranger,  Pos.  #18,  GS-453-5,  $4,01+0.  per  annum  to  the  position  of  Park 
Ranger,  No.  18,  GS-453-7,  $4,980  per  annum,  effective  9/30/58. 

James  F.  Colson  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  -  NTE  2/28/59 
(WAE)  as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist,  IGS-453-4,  $3,755  per  annum,  effective 
9/5/58. 

Hugh  B.  Muller  was  given  a  TAPER  Appointment  as  Park  Naturalist, 
Pos.  #54,  GS-452-5,  $4,040  per  annum  effective  9/5/58.  He  will  be  a 
Roving  Naturalist  between  Great  Smoky  Mountains  and  Everglades  National 
Parks. 

Jeanne  A.  Alles  (Miss)  was  given  an  Excepted  Appointment  -  NTE 
3/6/59  (WAE)  as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist,  IGS-453-4,  $3,755  per  annum, 
effective  9/7/58. 

Raymond  T.  0'Dell  was  reassigned  and  changed  headquarters  from 
Administrative  Assistant  GS-341-7,  $5,130  per  annum  at  Fredericksburg 
National  Military  Park  to  Supply  Assistant,  Pos  No.  30,  GS-2001-7, 
$51,30  per  annum,  effective  9/21/58. 
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Ralph  C.  Johnston  wa3  Given  a  Temporary  Appointment  -  NTE  H/l/58 
(WAE)  effective  9/21/58  as  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-U,  $4,0*+0.  This  same 
action  terminated  Mr.  Johnston's  Excepted  Appointment  as  Park  Ranger, 
effective  cob  9/20/58. 

Robert  J.  Johnson  was  terminated  from  his  temporary  appointment 
as  Caretaker,  Ungraded,  $1.86  per  hour  at  Flamingo  effective  cob  9/5/58. 

Maude  C.  Harriott  (Mrs.)  resigned  from  her  position  as  Voucher 
and  Pay  Roll  Clerk,  Pos.  #58,  GS-501-4,  $4,^20  per  annum  effective  cob 
9/19/58. 

Joseph  Giordano  was  reassigned  from  Temporary  Voucher  and  Pay 
Roll  Clerk  Pos.  No.  59  to  permanent  Voucher  and  Pay  Roll  Clerk,  Pos.  #58, 
GS-501-U,  $3,755  per  annum,  effective  9/22/58. 

Robert  Lee  Brown  was  converted  from  full  time  to  WAE  in  his 
position  of  Fire  Control  Aid  (Seasonal)  GS-456-4,  $3,755  per  annum, 
effective  9/21/58. 

Safety  and  Health;  Three  personal  injury  accidents,  none  of 
which  was  serious,  occurred  during  the  month.  One  of  these  accidents 
involved  an  NPS  employee. 

The  Park  Safety  Committee  recommended  that  the  potentially 
dangerous  rockpits  in  the  Park  be  closed  to  swimming.  The  Superintendent 
approved  the  recommendation  and  the  Long  Pine  Key  and  Pine  Island  rockpits 
were  closed  to  swimming. 

The  District  Ranger  at  Flamingo  has  continued  his  weekly 
inspection  of-  the  facilities  of  the  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.  Some 
improvements  have  been  noted  in  the  sanitary  conditions  in  the  kitchen, 

Building  Fire  Protection:  The  2^  gallon  fire  extinguishers  at 
Coot  Bay  were  tested  and  checked.  The  foam  extinguishers  were  refilled, 
but  a  lack  of  recharges  for  the  soda-acid  type  has  delayed  the  replacing 
of  those  units. 

Sanitation:  Maintenance  employees  were  given  instruction  in 
water  testing  by  the  Millipore  Process.  Dr.  R.  H.  King  of  the  U.  S. 
Public  Health  Service  was  in  charge  of  this  training. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  Assistant 
Superintendent  Fry  attended  another  Interagency  Committee  meeting  at 
Tallahassee  during  the  month. 

General  Ac©ohb±4o£S  Office  auditing  team  spent  approximately  the 
entire  month  here.  They  expect  to  remain  about  two  additional  weeks  to 
complete  their  work. 

The  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau  removed  their  automatic  hurricane 
warning  installation  from  Flamingo.  This  included  all  instruments,  tower 
1  insl  Kent  shelter. 
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The  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Marine  Laboratory  of  the  University  of  Miami,  moved  into  Flamingo  to 
begin  the  shrimp  dyeing  project.  Poor  catches  of  shrimp  forced  temporary 
postponement  of  the  project. 

Cooperating  Non-Governmental  Agencies:  The  University  of  Miami 
Marine  Laboratory  brought  its  boat  "Ramona"  into  the  Cape  Sable  area  for 
three  days  of  bottom  sampling. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  University  group  finished  work  for  this 
season  on  the  peat  deposits  in  the  Gulf  and  Shark  River  areas.  They  plan 
on  resuming  the  study  next  season. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Facilities:  Work  progressed  on  the  selection  and 
duplication  of  the  Park  slide  library.  In  the  future  it  is  planned  to  have 
working  duplicates  of  all  park  slides. 

A  total  of  eight  requests  from  various  organizations  for  color 
and  black  and  white  pictures  were  acted  upon.  The  growing  demand  for  such 
service  clearly  indicates  the  need  for  an  organized  photo  file.  Pictures 
are  being  selected  for  the  ensuing  book  on  the  Park  to  be  published 
jointly  by  the  Everglades  Natural  History  Association  and  The  Miami 
University  Press. 

Interpretive  Services:  Except  for  very  heavy  visitor  con- 
cent ration  on  September  1  (Labor  Day)  travel  for  September  has  been  rather 
light  especially  so  at  the  Royal  Palm  Station.  Visitors,  however,  have 
origins  afar  —  are  people  who  are  making  use  of  the  reduced  summer  rates 
in  south  Florida. 

A  regular  schedule  of  a  Talk  and  Walk  was  continued  daily  at  the 
Royal  Palm  Station.  An  additional  talk  was  given  on  weekends.  At  11:00 
a.m.  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Sunday  a  special  Orientation  talk  was  given 
to  bus  groups  on  their  way  into  the  Park. 

A  further  decrease  in  the  interest  in  the  weekly  Eoat-a-Cades  is 
evident.  Only  ten  boats  carrying  39  people  made  the  trips  during  the 
month  as  compared  with  33  boats  and  125  visitors  during  August. 

Research  and  Observation:  An  aerial  count  of  great  white  and 
great  blue  herons  carried  out  on  September  26  and  October  1,  2  and  3 
revealed  815  great  whites  and  368  great  blues  in  and  near  the  Florida 
Bay  section.  This  is  a  considerably  larger  number  of  great  whites  than 
had  been  suspected  to  be  in  the  Park.  A  number  of  great  whites  were 
observed  to  be  nesting.  The  aerial  census  method  holds  promise  of 
clarifying  the  confused  systematics  of  these  large  herons.   It  is  planned 
to  repeat  the  counts  at  approximate  6-week  intervals  over  a  one-year 
period  in  order  to  observe  possible  seasonal  movements  and  changes  in 
abundance . 

Wilson's  warbler,  seen  by  several  observers  at  Paradise  Key  in 
late  September  is  a  new  bird  species  for  the  Everglades  National  Park  list. 
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Approximately  450  White  Crowned  Pigeouc  were  observed  over  the 
Key  Largo  Station  on  the  15  of  the  nonth. 

Two  Sand  Hill  Cranes  are  still  "being  seen  near  Mahogany  Hammock. 

Three  Flamingos  were  seen  in  (of  all  places)  Flamingo.  These 
birds  were  easily  visible  from  the  Flamingo  Room  (dining  room)  of  the 
Visitor  Center. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  A  serious  case  of  unlawful 
exploration  and  excavation  of  an  Indian  mound  was  discovered  in  the  Royal 
Palm  subdistrict.  A  small  circular  Indian  mound  in  Palm-a- Vista  $2 
Hammock  was  excavated  some  time  during  the  month  by  persons  unknown.  The 
method  of  digging  would  suggest  a  profession  or  semi-professional 
archaeologist.  No  artifacts  were  noted  at  the  excavation  site. 

The  Lostman's  River  Patrol  Station  was  broken  into  twice  during 

the  month.  Nothing  was  taken  during  the  first  break,  but  personal  gear 

of  Park  Ranger  was  taken  as  well  as  25  gallons  of  gasoline,  during  the 
second  break. 

Another  first  for  the  Park  aircraft  occurred  during  September. 
A  break  down  of  an  airboat  was  radioed  in  from  the  glades.  Necessary  oil 
was  air-dropped  and  the  stalled  Ranger  was  spared  spending  a  night  in  the 
glades. 

It  was  learned  this  month  that  an  observation  and  report  made  to 
the  U.  S.  Border  Patrol  by  our  Park  Rangers  on  aerial  patrol  in  April  of 
this  year  resulted  in  the  apprehension  of  an  illegal  shipload  of  firearms 
and  ammunition.  This  ocean  going  ship  was  observed  loading  cargo  at  a 
point  normally  never  used  on  Key  Largo  for  such  a  purpose.  Our  Park 
Rangers  who  were  conducting  a  routine  aerial  patrol  of  Florida  Bay  noted 
this  suspicious  activity  and  reported  their  observation  to  the  U.  S.  Border 
Patrol.  The  Border  Patrol  immediately  investigated  the  incident  and 
apprehended  nearly  a  full  boatload  of  ammunition  illegally  destined  for 
Cuba.  The  ships  Captain  and  crew  were  charged  with  violating  the  U.  S. 
Neutrality  Act  by  loading  explosives  for  Cuban  rebels. 

Lake  Ingraham  and  Little  Sable  Creek  were  posted  to  close  these 
bodies  of  water  to  nets  and  seines. 

Five  more  deer,  bringing  the  total  to  2h}   were  killed  by  cars 
on  the  Park  road  during  the  month. 

All  Everglades  Park  Company,  Inc.  employees  were  fingerprinted 
during  the  month,  with  the  result  that  at  least  one  person  working  under 
an  alias  was  disclosed.  This  is  being  done  to  deter  wanted  criminals 
from  seeking  employment  with  the  concessioner.  Previous  to  taking  finger- 
prints several  hardened  criminals  vere  discovered  through  arrests  of 
employees  of  the  cone^snioner. 
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Twenty-five  flights,  totaling  62^.  hours,  wer>-  rru.d. ■  <im -,.,.■■  tb 
month.  Flight  accomplishments  were  as  follow:;:   Peril  Biologist  made  great 
white  and  great  blue  heron  counts;  surveyor  flown  ov»r  "Hole-iH-Doughnut" 
and  shown  survey  stakes  (this  could  lead  to  lower  bid  on  land  survey  of 
this  area);  Mr.  Hoover,  WASO,  made  mi  air  reconnaissniir<-  for  power  line 
route;  air-dropped  oil  to  disabled  NPfl  alrboat;  one  SCOTCh  end  resOUS  for 

lost  boat;  contacted  sac  helicopter  which  wan  flying  Low  end  Leading  in 
Park;  recording  locations  and  numbers  of  sports  fishing  end  commercial 
boat3  on  all  flights.  This  last  Information  Lfl  need  by  Uhivereity  or  Mlefflj 
Marine  Laboratory;  three  derelict  skiffs  were  located  end  reported. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  activities  for  the  month: 

Automobile 8,  '+57  mi  l 

Boat i'fyj 

Airplane ^,250 

Alrboat 662 

Glades  Buggy 0 

TOTAL—- lf>,  17"  mil.-n 


Maintenance:   The  Mnlntennn  Division  accomplished  bhe  following 
work  in  addition  to  normal  routine  maintenance! 

goy  Largo: Painted  the  Ranger  Station  Ins  Me  end  out,  repaired 
and  replaced  screens  and  mode  minor  repairs  to  building.   The  bat!  POOD  ia 
now  being  rehabilitated. 

Tamiarni :  Painted  the  Ranger  Station,  bunkhouno,  oil  house, 
garage  and  pump  house. 

Royal  Palm:   Re-moved  dangerous  slippery  surface  from  concrete 
floor  of  contact  station.   At  present  removing  aquatic  growth  Iron  pond. 

Concessioners :   The  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.  reduced 
employee  force  to  a  minimum  during  the  month.  The       Lon  of  bhe  Gift 
Shop  has  been  taken  over  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gllmartin.  The  Managers  of 
the  restaurant  and  marina  left  the  employment  of  the  concessioner  during 
the  month. 

A  send  beach  is  being  eonstructed  along  the  shore]  Lnc  SOUth 
of  the  Lodge.  The  concessioner  was  requ  to  remove  fill  from  bhe 
base  of  black  mangrove  trees,  which  would  have  been  feUled  bad  the  fil] 

been  left  covering  bhe  poeumatophores  of  these  brees. 

The  concessioner1:;  architect  was  in  the  Flamingo  area  bo 

develop  plans  for  the  beech  project  and  to  make  plans  to  develop  the 
room  under  the  Gift  Shop  Lnto  a  n     ion  room  for  the  enplo 

Sixteen  new  LO  B«P«  Mercury  outboard  motors  W9V9  delivered 
and  placed  in  operation  at  bhe  Marine  as  rentaJ  engines* 
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Forest  Fire  Protection:  A  small  section  of  Pine  Island 
adjacent  to  the  residences  was  control -burned.  The  "burn  was  accomplished 
without  difficulties.  This  work  was  done  to  curb  encroaching  hardwood 
growth  which  threatened  the  existence  of  the  native  pines. 

A  pile  of  slash  incidental  to  the  clearing  for  new  roads  and 
residences  was  partially  burned  as  part  of  the  forest  fire  hazard 
reduction  program. 


Warren  F.  Hamilton 
Superintendent 
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Design  and  Construction 

Flamingo ;  Work  has  been  resumed  on  the  lagoons  for  the  sewage 
disposal  system. 

All  steel  work  on  the  incinerator  is  completed  and  the  contractor 
is  installing  the  refractory  brick. 

Camptender's  Residence,  three  Comfort  Stations  and  Shelter  are 
completed  except  for  cleanup. 

Excavation  for  the  entrance  canal  to  the  Utility  Boat  Basin  is 
completed,  riprap  has  been  placed  and  excavation  of  the  basin  proper  is 
underway. 

Pine  Island:  Footings  have  been  poured  and  blockwork  is  complete 
on  all  personnel  quarters . 

The  foundations  are  also  poured  for  the  Equipment  Storage 
Buildings  and  blockwork  is  well  underway  for  the  Warehouse. 

All  trenches  have  been  dug  for  the  new  water  system  and  the 
contractor  expects  to  begin  laying  pipe  within  a  few  days. 

General:  Mr.  King,  EODC  and  USPHS,  and  Mr.  Cumminsky,  EODC,  have 
completed  their  tour  of  duty  at  Everglades.  Mr.  Lamb,  EODC,  spent  several 
days  in  the  park  in  connection  with  building  construction. 


Superintendent 
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Summary  of   vtober  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Rr  art 


for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 


MISCELLANEOUS: 
PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 
BUILDING  FIRE  PROTECTION: 
COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


INTERPRETIVE  PLANNING: 
INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES: 


GENERAL  PUBLICITY: 
RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATIONS: 


PROTECTION  AND  RANGER 
SERVICE: 


PARK  AIRCRAFT  ACTIVITIES: 


A** 

Page 


Cooler  weather.  Water  table  drops.        1 

Travel  up  24.1$  over  1957  1 

Asst.  Supt.  &  Naturalist  to  Eagle 

Scout  dinner  as  sponsors.   Secretary 

to  GSA  Correspondence  Course.  50$ 

supported  United  Fund.  2 

One  "birth.  One  death  of  landowner         2 

Migrating  Rangers  return.  Two  new 

employees  report.  2 

Suicide  investigated.  Park  Naturalist 
"bitten  by  poisonous  snake.  Park  visitor    2 
given  first  aid  and  taken  to  hospital 

Fire  extinguishers  serviced.  Preliminary 

plans  made  for  Pine  Island  residential 

area  protection.  2 

F.B.I,  aided  in  suicide  investigation. 
Fla.  City  Police  Dept.  aided  in  search 
for  fugitive.  Park  Ranger  aided  in 
work  on  tree  snail  project.  Fishermen 
interviewed  for  creel  census  3 

4^*953  contacts  this  month.  Develop- 
ment of  Flamingo  and  Royal  Palm  programs 
begun  3 

Duplicate  slide  file  progressing.  Pine 

woods  trail  flagged.   Park  collection 

added  to.  3 

Sports  Afield  article  on  Flamingo  4 

Biologist  attends  meeting.  Shrimp  dyeing 
project  nearly  complete.  Liguus  tree 
snail  report  being  prepared.  Flamingos 
remaining  in  Park.   Five  sighted  in 
flight.   Wood  ibis,  roseate  spoonbills, 
waterfowl  build-up  begins  for  winter.       4 

4  boat  rescues.  22  Permits  issued  for 
stone  crab  traps.   Intracoastal  Waterway 
boundary  signs  posted.  2  weeks  of  night 
patrol.  Various  violations  with  no  clues    5 

6,150  miles  patrolled.  5 
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MAINTENANCE  DIVISION'  v      Key  Largo  Station  rehabilitated.   New 

—  screens  &  door  on  Old  Ra   )r  Station  at 

Flamingo.  Long  Pine  Key  temporary 
water  system  installed.  Concrete 
markers  installed  on  new  water  system 
Pine  Island  6 

CONCESSIONER:  Labor  troubles.  Usual  employee  turnover    6 

COMPLAINTS:  Unauthorized  personnel  in  Post  Office  at 

Flamingo.  Cold  water  in  showers. 
Navigation  light  inoperative  6 

FIRE  CONTROL:  Two  sections  at  Pine  Island  control 

burned.   Small  burn  at  Long  Pine  Key 
Fire  equipment  readied  for  fire  season     6 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 


) 


In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

October  1958 


General 

Weather  Conditions:  Fall  came  to  South  Florida,,  bringing  weather 
reminiscent  of  northern  autumn  breather.  For  the  first  tir.ie  since  July  no 
hurricanes  were  reported.  The  rainy  season  has  virtually  come  to  a  close. 
Precipitation  was  light  end  scattered.  Glades  water  levels  continued  to  drop 
steadily.   The  water  level  at  Taylor  Slouch  stood  at  2.66  feet,  as  compared 
to  %.0o  feet  last  month,  and  3-J-O  feet  in  October  last  year. 

The  following  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max.   Temp 

. :  . , v .  1  •!.''  k  .  • 

Min .   Temp . 

Av.   Min.' 

Rainfall   : 

;  91° 

i     85.7°       i 

5>>° 

65. 8°   : 

h. 51"         : 

!     90° 

':     3i'.9°       : 

57°    ; 

68.3°  I 

5-75" 

;  93° 

:'     85. 0°       : 

55° 

67.3°  : 

>           "         : 

'I-.59           : 

;  91° 

:'     81*.  5° 

65° 

;  72.00 

.     k- 53"       : 

Royal  Palm  Str.tion 


Flamingo  Station 


Tamiemi  Station 


Key  Largo  Station 


Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Travel  for  the  month  continued  its 
general  increase  for  the  year.  C;ear,  cool  weather  attracted  many  visitors 
from  the  Miami  metropolitan  area  on  weekends,  and  out-of-state  visitors  in 
increasing  numbers. 

A  total  of  27j^51  visitors  entered  the  Park  during  October.  Of 
this  number  25,2V/  came  by  car,  1,9':0  by  boat,  and  26*:-  by  bus.  These  figures 
reflect  an  increase  of  5,339  visitors,  or  2J:-.l  per  cent  over  the  month  of 
October  last  year.  Forty-four  states,  two  U.  S.  territories,  four  Canadian 
provinces  and  the  following  foreign  countries  were  represented:  England, 
Kenya,  Australia,  Ireland,  Germany,  Norway,  Japan,  Switzerland,  Cuba,  Scotland 
Belgium,  Hungary,  Poland,  Venezuela,  Colombia,  end  Denmark.  Four  Doat-a-Cadca 
with  13  boats  and  U5  people  attending  were  conducted. 

Visitors:   RegionrJ.  Director  and  Mrs.  Elbert  Cox,  Richmond,  Va. 

Iluey  Long,  I  E:  E  Officer,  Florida  Forest  Service 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donald  McIIugh,  Counsel  for  Senate  Judiciary  Committee, 

Washington,  D.  C- 
Mr.  Fred  j'jniold,  liu.jlond  Chief 'of  Forest  and  Wildlife  Protection, 

Richmond,  Virginia 
L  A.  Merryfield,  Engineer's  Office,  USDI,  Denver,  Colorado 
Leonard  Dames,  Associate  Editor,  Motor  News 
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Special  Ac  yities :  Asst.  Superintendent  F  kond  Rr.nger-Naturalist 
Muller  represented  tcrsr  Everglades  National  Par!:  at  this  First  Annual  Eagle 
Scout  Dinner  on  October  20,  sponsored  by  the  South  Florida  Council,  Boy  Scouts 
of  America. 

Mrs.  D.  A.  Leneaux  attended  a  Correspondence  Workshop,  October  13- 
lU,  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  This  was  put  on  by  General  Services  Administration. 

The  United  Fund  Drive  for  the  Park  was  culminated.  About  50  Per 
cent  of  the  Park  employees  supported  this  drive. 

The  Glades  District  Ranger  and  the  Park  Engineer  visited  "the  Miami 
Office  of  Rader  and  Associates,  engineering  firm,  to  discuss  the  proposed 
boundary  surveys  of  the  "Ilole-in-the  Doughnut". 

Physical  inventories  of  property  were  made  in  the  Glades  District 
and  Florida  Bay  Subdistrict. 

Miscellaneous;  A  boy,  Michael,  vras  born  to  the  Synagogues.  Jim 
Synagogue  is  a  caretaker  at  Flamingo. 

Mr.  Levis  Cloninger,  "IIole-in-the-Doughnut"  landowner  and  farmer, 
died  October  12. 

Administration 

Personnel :  Park  Rangers  Walker  end  Copas  returned  from  their 
summer  assignments  at  Great  Smoky  Mountains  national  Park,  Tennessee,  and 
were  entered  on  duty  in  the  Royal  Palm  Subdistrict. 

The  Mangrove  District  Ranger  was  on  annual  leave  the  greater  portion 
of  the  month. 

Saul  Schiffnan  took  up  duties  of  District  naturalist  at  Flamingo. 

Mrs.  Lilyan  M.  Swentzel  was  given  a  Temporary  Appointment  (KTE 
V5/59)  as  Clerk-Typist,  GS-322-3,  effective  10/6/ 58. 

Mr.  Donald  K.  Brown  was  given  a  Temporary  Appointment  (IJTE  9/30/59) 
as  Park  naturalist,  GS-^52-5,  effective  IO/I/58. 

Safety  and  Health:  A  suicide  at  the  F  amingo  Campground  was 
investigated  by  Park  Rangers  and  F.B.I,  agents.   No  foul  play  was  indicated. 

Park  Naturalist  Schiffman  was  bitten  by  a  water  .moccasin  at  Royal 
Palm  Station.  Eight  days  hospitalization  were  required  to  effect  recovery. 

The  resuscitator  vras  rushed  from  Pine  Island  to  Flamingo  for  use 
on  a  visitor  whose  breathing  was  dangerously  Impaired.  Park  Rangers  ad- 
ministered first  aid  and  took  the  victim  to  the  Homestead  hospital. 

Building  F.' re  Protection:  Soda-acid  and  foam  extinguishers  at 
Coot  Bay  vrere  recharged. 

The  Glades  District  Ranger  prepared  preliminary  requirements  for 
building  fire  protection  in  the  Pine  Island  residential  area.  One  of  the 
proposed  main  essentials  for  adequate  protection  here  is  a  small  fire  truck. 
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Cooperative  Activities       ~\ 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies;  F.E.I, 
agents  from  Miami  investigated  a  suicide  at  Flamingo.  (Also  see  Safety  and 
Health). 

The  Florida  City  Police  Department  assisted  Park  Rangers  in  locating 
on  Everglades  Park  Company  ccsh  register  which  had  fallen  off  a  concessioner 
truck  en  route  to  town. 

Park  Hangers  assisted  Monroe  County  Sheriff's  officers  and  U.  S. 
Border  Patrol  officers  in  trying  to  locate  a  fugitive  at  Sandy  Key. 

The  Florida  Bay  Subdistrict  Ranger,  en  authority  on  Liguus  Tree 
Snails,  supplied  technical  assistance  and  information  for  work  being  done  for 
the  Key  Uest  Museum  concerning  these  snails. 

Cooperating  lion -Governmental  Agencies;  Ben  McPherson,  University 
of  Miami  Marine  Laboratory,  spent  two  days  interviewing  fishermen  at 
Flamingo  to  obtain  data  for  the  creel  census  survey.  Park  Entrance  Station 
Hangers  have  also  been  collecting  data  for  the  University  of  Miami  Marine 
Laboratory  survey. 

Equipment  of  the  Penn  State  University  research  team  was  moved  out 
of  the  condemned  Coot  Lay  buildings. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Services;  A  total  number  of  '!^,953  contacts  were  mo.de 
during  the  month.  As  usual  the  number  of  visitors  has  dropped.  Generally 
the  months  of  October  and  November  embrace  the  most  pronounced  low  of  the 
annual  Park  visitation. 

ITaturalist  Saul  Schiffman  moved  to  Flamingo  to  begin  the  development 
of  the  interpretive  program  there.  He  will  be  the  District  Naturalist  in 
the  Mangrove  District.  Naturalist  Hugh  Muller  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
program  at  Royal  Palm  Station.  Since  both  men  are  new  the  low  travel  period 
will  afford  them  an  opportunity  to  get  their  programs  started  before  coming 
of  the  winter  season. 

At  Royal  Palm  an  expanded  visitor  service  xerogram  is  being  xried 
with  two  additional  guided  walks  along  the  pond  and  Taylor  Slough  to  the 
Anhinga  Trail  and  although  attendonce  has  not  been  very  high  participants 
have  shown  a  great  deal  of  enthusiasm  for  such  services. 

Interpretive  Facilities  and  Planning;  Work  on  the  duplicate  file 
35  nm.  slides  progressed.   Approximately  600  slides  have  been  duplicated 
and  classified.   Eventually  all  of  the  better  original  slides  will  be  so 
treated. 

The  Pine  Woods  trail  has  been  flagged  and  soon  progress  will  show 
from  the  research  being  made  for  label  writing. 

A  number  of  specimens,  especially  reptiles  and  small  fresh  water 
fish,  have  been  collected,  preserved  and  added  to  the  Park  collection. 
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General  I-   licity:   Sports  Mi  old  for  Octo   )  published  an  article 
on  Flamingo. 

Research  and  Observations;  A  welcome  few  American  Flamingos 
remained  in  the  Cape  Sable  area  through  October,  although  their  activity 
center  has  apparently  shifted  from  Lake  Insraham  to  the  vest  side  of  Snake 
Bight.  Ranker-Pilot  and  others  observed  two  adults  and  en  immature  bird 
at  Snake  Bight  on  several  occasions  during  the  month,  and  Subdi strict  Ranger 
saw  a  flock  of  five  that  flew  east  cJ.ong  shore  at  the  Flamingo  Ranger  Station 
on  the  evening  of  October  11. 

Tamiarai  Rangers  reported  the  season's  first  return  of  wood  ibis  to 
the  district.  The  feeding  concentration  there  had  increased  to  about  300  hy 
the  end  of  the  month.  Most  of  the  birds  vere  a  mile  or  two  east  of  UO-Mile 
Bond  on  the  north  side  of  the  Tnmiami  Trail.  Air  patrols  located  an  addition- 
al  lpO  to  200  wood  ibis  distributed  in  small  groups  in  the  coastal  area  from 
Lake  Ingrahara  to  Broad  River. 

As  noted  by  the  Florida  .Bay  Ranger,  the  return  of  Roseate  Spoon- 
bills to  their  rookery  keys  in  eastern  Florida  Bay  was  retarded  somewhat 
past  their  usual  date  of  appearance.  At  the  end  of  October,  relatively  few 
were  in  the  nesting  areas.  A  considerable  number  of  adult  birds  remained  in 
scattered  small  groups  along  the  south  coast  and  in  the  Cape  Sable  region. 

The  beginning  of  the  build-up  of  wintering  waterfowl  was  indicated 
by  several  reports  of  sizable  flocks  of  white  pelicans  along  the  Gulf 
Coast  and  elsewhere,  and  by  observations  of  the  first  large  coot  raft  on 
':-oo  Lc'.e  late  in  the  month. 

Also  of  interest  were  records  of:   a  large  Manatee  in  Long  Sound; 
Rough-winged  Swallows  at  Royal  Palm  Station;  and,  a  male  Wilson's  Warbler 
at  Paradise  Key,  perhaps  the  same  individual  seen  there  earlier. 

The  Field  Research  Biologist  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
American  Ornithologists '  Union  in  New  York,  October  1':-1Y,  and  devoted  the 
period  October  13-2't-  to  checking  bird  specimens  and  records  for  the 
Everglades  Ha  clonal  Pork  bird  book,  at  the  American  Museum  in  New  York  and 
the  Patuxent  Research  Refuge,  Laurel,  Maryland. 

The  shrimp  dyeing  project  conducted  by  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  is  nearing  completion.   Approximately  2^,000  shrimp  have  been  dyed 
and  released  cc  Flamingo  to  date. 

A  progress  report  of  this  season's  work  in  the  Liguus  Tree  Snail 
Project  is  being  prepared  by  Subdistrict  Ranger  and  his  collaborators. 

An  aerial  count  of  Great  White  and  Great  B  Lue  herons  in  Florida 
Bay  was  made  by  the  Field  Research  Biologist  and  the  Pari;  Runger-p;iot. 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranker  Service:   Four  boat  rescueo  were  node  in  the 
Mangrove  District. 

Stone  crabbers  operating  in  Park  waters  are  being  contacted  by 
Park  Rangers  on  boat  patrol.  Crabbers  must  now  obtain  a  permit  to  cover 
this  activity.  To  dote  22  permits  have  been  issued  to  cover  a  total  of 
5,320  traps. 
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New  bound   )  signs  vrere  posted  alone  the  I;   c.coastal  Waterway. 

Park  Ranger,  Tamiami  District  spent  two  weeks  in  the  Royal  Palr.i 
Subdistrict  on  special  assignment.  He  was  on  night  patrol.  The  presence 
of  a  night  Park  Ranker  benefitted  the  District.  Two  speeding  and  one  reck- 
less driving  cases  were  brought  before  U.  S.  Commissioner  and  convictions 
obtained  the  fines  were  :)10  for  speeding  and  $15  for  reckless  driving. 
Several  warnings  were  issued  during  this  night  patrol. 

A  dead  crocodile  spotted  in  Taylor  River  by  air  was  investigated. 
C~use  of  death  could  not  be  determined,  although  shooting  is  suspected. 

A  skinned  and  "de-tailed"  6-foot  alligator  was  found  in  Taylor 
Slough,  near  Royal  Pair.]  Station.  No  clues  to  the  identity  of  the  poacher 
were  found. 

A  yearling  doe,  dee:.'  number  25,  was  killed  by  an  automobile  near 
Nine  Mile  Bend. 

The  quarterly  inspection  of  vehicles  was  completed  in  the  Glades 
District. 

Lack  of  personnel  and  boats  in  the  Mangrove  District  reduced 
patrol  mileage  to  a  oinimum.  The  "Prowler"  is  still  out  of  service,  al- 
though the  engines  for  this  boat  are  ready  to  be  installed. 

Park  Aircraft  Activities;  Twenty-four  flights  totalling  6l-l/2 
hours  wore  made  and  covered  olpO  miles;  Great  white  and  g>"oat  blue  heron 
counts  mode  from  air;  two  non-statistical  fires  discovered;  one  disabled 
boat  located,  reported  and  Rangers  assisted  boat  ba.ck  to  Flamingo; 
Regionrl  Chief  of  forest  and  Wildlife  Protection  flown  over  Park; 

dead  crocodile  discovered  in  Taylor  River;  scone  crabbers,  commercial  and 
sport  fishermen  located  and  reported;  several  derelict  boats  located  and 
reported.  The  Park  airplane  \.Tas  if  von  a  100-hour  check  at  Tamiami  Airport. 

The  following  is  0.  summary  of  patrol  mileages  for  the  month: 

Automobile  10,935 

Boat - - Y5l|. 

Airplane  6,150 

Airboat S90 

Glades  buggy 0 

TOTAL --- 17,9b"9 

Mai  ntcnance  Dl vis  ion :   The  following  work  was  accomplished  during 
the  month:"" 

Complete  rehabilitation  of  the  Ranger  Quarters  and  office  at  Key 
Largo. 

Install  new  screening,  shutters,  and  screen  door  on  the  old  Ranger 
^ua.rters  at  Flamingo. 

Install  new  screening  on  the  Comfort  Station  opened  to  the  public 
last  spring,  at  Flamingo. 

Installed  temporary  water  supply  for  public  use  in  the  Long  Pine 
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camping  area. 

Installed  concrete  markers  locating  all  service  connections, 
points  of  change  of  direction,  and  tees  on  the  new  water  supply  systen  at 
Pine  Island. 

Concessioner;  The  month  was  a  turbulent  one  for  the  concessioner, 
involving  labor  relations  difficulties  ond  other  troubles.  The  usual 
turnover  occurred  at  the  kitchen;  others  to  go  were  the  Motel  Manager  ond 
the  postal  clerk. 

Conplaints :  A  written  conplaint  of  unauthorized  personnel  in  the 
Flamingo  Branch  Post  Office  was  received.  The  Homestead  Postmaster  was 
informed  of  this  situation. 

Verbal  couplaints  regarding  cold  water  in  showers  and  a  U.  3. 
Coast  Guard  aid  to  navigation  out  of  order  were  received.  The  shower 
situation  is  being  corrected,  and  the  U.  S.  Coast  Guard  has  repaired  the  in- 
operative light. 

Fire  Protection:  Two  more  sections  of  Pine  Island  were  control- 
burned.  This  completes  the  controlled  burning  for  the  year.  A  snail  area 
at  the  Long  Pine  Key  picnic  area  was  also  control -burned. 

Most  of  the  fire  equipment,  including  glades  buggy  tractors,  and 
pumpers,  were  serviced  at  the  Pine  Island  Shop  and  readied  for  the  approach- 
ing fire  season. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

Design:  Preliminary  plans  for  Interpretive  trails,  the  Conces- 
sioner's proposed  pier,  and  employee  quarters  have  been  received  and  reviewed. 

Construction:  Work  on  the  banks  of  the  sewage  lagoons  is  almost 
finished.  The  contractor  expects  to  install  the  piping  and  valves  within 
the  next  ten  days. 

Construction  of  the  incinerator  is  complete.  The  final  test  will 
be  made  within  a  week. 

Excavation  of  the  Utility  Boat  Basin  is  progressing.   The  driving 
of  piling  for  the  500, 000 -gallon  water  storage  tank  will  be  completed  within 
a  week. 

The  new  heavy  duty  aluminum  screen  doors  have  been  installed  at 
the  top  of  the  ramp  leading  to  the  museum  in  the  Visitors  Center. 

Pine  Island  Construction:   Framing  and  sheathing  of  the  five 
residences  is  completed. 

Block  work  is  complete  on  the  warehouse  and  two  equipment  storage 
buildings  and  steel  roof  beams  have  been  installed  on  the  latter. 

The  two  water  wells  and  installation  of  piping  for  the  new  water 
system  has  been  completed.   Final  test  has  been  made  on  all  underground  lines 
and  was  satisfactory. 


Warren  F.  Hamilton 
Superintendent 
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Summary  of  November  1958  Monthly  Narrative  Report 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


WEATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

VISITORS: 

SPECLU  ACTIVITIES: 

PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH 
COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


RESEARCH  AND  OBSERVATIONS: 


PROTECTION  Cz   RANGER  SERV. 


CONCESSIONERS: 


COMPLAINTS 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Ideal  Visitor  weather 

Increase  of  95$  2 

Governor  Collins  and  others  2 

Park  sign  needs  studied.  2 

Various  accessions.  No  separations 

Annual  Training  School  3 

3  Contractors  employees  injured.  1 

accident  investigated.  One  Park 

visitor  injured  3 

U.S.C.G.  inspected  vessels  at  Flamingo  3 

U.  S.  C  £GS  checked  channel  at  Flamingo  3 
State  Conservation  agents  aided  in  one 

boat  patrol.  U 

57 > 797  contacts  during  month.  Royal 
Palm  visitation  increased.  Additional 
walks  and  talks,  plus  experimental 
programs.  Planter  at  Flamingo  as 
interpretive  aid.  Audubon  Society        h 
"boats  in  Bear  Lake.  Boat-a-cadcs 
and  auto-cades  continue. 

Fivefold  increase  in  observations 

Controlled  burning  project  studies 

continue .  5 

Eleven  violation  cases.  7  pending. 
Hunting  season  exerted  heavy  pressure. 
Aircraft  activities  heavy.  Night  schedule 
at  Tamiami  and  on  Entrance  Station        6 

General  improvement  shown.  New  facilities 
installed.  Maintenance  increased.        6 


Only  one  verbal  received. 

Several  small  burns  at  Pine  Island 
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In  reply  refer  to: 
A2823 


Ui'ITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HOMESTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 

November  1958 


General 

The  month  of  November  slipped  by  in  a  couple  of  weeks  with  all  of 
the  activities  concerning  Park  operations  and  plans  for  the  development  of 
facilities.   It  also  gave  some  indication  of  what  goes  on  in  the  busy  season 
in  this  area.  We  were  glad  to  have  Regional  Director  Cox  with  us  for  the 
first  few  days  of  the  month.  Also  the  first  week  Chief  of  EODC  Ed  Zimmer 
and  Supervisory  Architect  John  Cabot  presented  a  very  fine  model  of  the 
proposed  Visitor  Center-Headquarters  development  that  stimulated  us  to  push 
ahead  on  that  project  and  we  also  had  an  opportunity  to  view  on  the  ground 
the  area  proposed  for  developments  of  the  Gulf  Coast  District,  Everglades, 
Florida.  Having  recruited  all  of  our  forces  for  the  busy  season  a  Training 
School  for  all  hands  dealing  with  service  to  the  public  got  the  crew  off  to 
a  good  start.  The  second  weekend  of  the  month  we  were  honored  by  having 
Governor  Leroy  Collins  spend  the  weekend  at  Flamingo  with  his  good  friend 
John  Pennekarap  of  Miami.  The  third  week  the  Superintendent  made  an 
inspection  of  Fort  Jefferson  National  Monument  to  familiarize  himself  with 
that  delightful  area  and  go  over  the  proposed  construction  program  for  the 
quarters  and  utilities  proposed  with  Chief  Ranger  Ward  in  company  with  Park 
Engineer  Mikell.  At  the  same  time  the  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.,  was 
getting  reorganized  and  proposing  some  new  facilities  for  serving  the  public 
in  anticipation  of  a  busy  winter  season.  In  all  it  is  believed  that  good 
progress  was  made  in  plans  for  the  future  and  improving  Park  operations. 

Weather  Conditions:  Ideal  visitor  weather,  mild  with  littl  rain, 
prevailed  through  the  month.  Small  craft  warnings  were  flown  20  hours  at 
Flamingo  and  Key  Largo. 

Water  levels  throughout  the  glades  continued  to  drop  during  the 
month.  The  water  level  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  read  2.30  feet  at  the  end 
of  the  period.  This  is  compared  with  2.66  feet  for  last  month,  and  3«10 
feet  for  November  1957. 
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The  foil owing  is  a  weather  summary  of  the  Park: 


:Max.  Temp, 

:  Av.  Max.' 

Min .  Temp . 

•  Av.  Min. 

Rainfall : 

!    88° 

84.0° 

60°    : 

64.0° 

:  2.24"  : 

':        86° 

:  83.4° 

58° 

I  68.3° 

O.96"  : 

I    91°   i 

86.6° 

60°    - 

67.1 

0.3V'  : 

!    86° 

:  82.6° 

69° 

!  73.5° 

1  1.16"  : 

Station 

Royal  Palm 

Flamingo 

Tamiami 

Key  Largo 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Park  visitation  increased  as  the 
winter  season  approached.  Many  out-of-state  cars  were  noted  entering  the 
Park,  indicating  the  start  of  the  tourist  season. 

A  total  of  38,658  visitors  entered  the  Park  during  November.  Of 
this  number  36,194  came  by  car,  334  by  bus,  and  2,130  by  boat.  These  figures 
reflect  an  increase  of  95  per  cent  over  the  same  month  last  year.  A  con- 
tributing factor  was  the  fact  the  new  Park  road  had  not  yet  been  opened  to 
travel  in  November  1957.  Forty-seven  states,  two  U.  S.  territories,  seven 
Canadian  provinces,  and  the  following  foreign  countries  were  represented: 
England,  Germany,  France,  Austria,  Netherlands,  Switzerland,  Norway,  Sweden, 
Israel,  Brazil,  Argentina,  Venezuela,  Cuba,  Jamaica,  Colombia,  and  Japan. 

Visitors:  Elbert  Cox,  Regional  Director 

Leroy  Collins,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Florida 

Mr.  Herbert  Evison,  former  Chief  of  Information,  WASO 

Congressman  Hubert  B.  Scudder,  California 

Harold  F.  Stewart,  Chief  of  U.  S.  Park  Police,  Washington,  D.  C. 

0.  L.  Wallis,  Aquatic  Biologist,  WASO 

C.  K.  Dale,  Interpretive  Planner,  WASO 

John  Mann,  Entomologist  from  Australia 

Dr.  S.  C.  Cartman,  USDA 

Gordon  Hall,  Biologist,  U.  S.  Corps  of  Engineers 

Edward  S.  Zimmer,  Chief,  E0DC 

John  B.  Cabot,  Supervisory  Architect,  E0DC 


Special  Activities: 
by  the  Park  Sign  Committee. 


A  study  of  the  Park  sign  needs  is  being  made 


A  physical  inventory  of  numbered  property  in  the  Cape  Sable  sub- 
district  was  completed. 

Administration 


Personnel:  The  Annual  Fire  Control  and  Administrative  Training 
Conference  was  held  November  3-7  cuid  November  10.  Most  of  the  seasonal 
Park  Rangers  and  Fire  Control  Aids  had  entered  on  duty  and  participated  in 
the  training. 
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The  Flamingo  Mixed  Gang  Foreman  attended  a  mosquito  control  school 
presented  "by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

All  members  of  the  Protective  and  Interpretive  Divisions  in  the 
Cape  Sable  Subdistrict  completed  the  U.  S.  Power  Squadron  course  in  seaman- 
ship and  small  boat  handling.  The  Superintendent  and  Assistant  Chief  Ranger 
also  completed  this  course. 

Accessions;  Ogle,  Earl  W.  was  given  temporary  appointment  as  Fire 
Control  Aid  effective  II/3/58,  NTE  6/3O/59.  GS-k^6-k. 

Hodderibach,  Gerard  A.  was  given  a  temporary  appointment  as  Fire 
Control  Aid  effective  11/ 3/ 58,  NTE  6/30/59.  GS-456-4 

Brown,  Robert  Lee.  Given  temporary  appointment  NTE  6/ 30/ 59  as 
Fire  Control  Aid  effective  11/ 3/ 58.  The  same  action  terminates  Mr.  Brown's 
Excepted  Appointment  NTE  5/7/59  effective  11/2/ 58.  GS-^56-4 

Foster,  David  F.  was  given  temporary  appointment  NTE  6/30/59  as 
Fire  Control  Aid  GS-^56-^,  effective  11/5/58. 

Guardipee,  Francis  X.,  Jr.,  was  given  temporary  appointment  NTE 
6/30/59  as  Fire  Control  Aid,  effective  II/3/58.  GS-456-4 

Bunker,  Eugene  F.,  Jr.  was  given  temporary  appointment  NTE  6/ 30/59 
as  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-^56-l+,  effective  H/lO/58. 

Whitehouse,  James  R.,  Jr.  was  given  temporary  appointment  NTE 
6/30/59  as  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-J+56-U,  effective  H/16/58. 

Changes:  Ralph  C.  Johnston  was  returned  to  duty  from  furlough  as 
Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-k^6-k,   effective  H/2/58.  This  action  terminated  his 
temporary  appointment  WAE  as  Fire  Control  Aid. 

William  B.  Whitney  was  returned  to  duty,  reassigned  and  changed 
headquarters  from  Park  Ranger,  GS-453-4,  at  Yellowstone  National  Park  to 
Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-456-U,  Everglades  National  Park  effective 
11/3/58. 

Spruill,  Raymond  L.  was  returned  to  duty  from  furlough  as  Fire 
Control  Aid,  GS-i+56-4  effective  11/ 3/ 58. 

No  separations. 

Safety  and  Health:   Three  contractor  employees  at  Flamingo  were 
injured  during  the  month,  none  seriously.  There  was  also  one  Park  visitor 
injury.  One  automobile  accident  was  investigated. 

The  Flamingo  dump  was  burned. 

Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  with  Other  Federal,  State,  or  Local  Agencies:  U.  S. 
Coast  Guard  officers  inspected  concessioner-operated  vessel  at  Flamingo. 

Officers  of  the  U.  S.  Coast  and  Geodetic  Survey  made  soundings  of 
the  Flamingo  approach  channel  to  check  on  possible  silting.  No  appreciable 
silting  was  evident. 
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State  Salt  Water  Conservation  agents  accompanied  the  Florida  Bay 
Subdistrict  Ranger  on  one  "boat  patrol  in  Florida  Bay.  Other  State  Salt 
Water  Conservation  agents  cooperated  with  Park  Rangers  in  checking  salt 
water  fish  being  taken  from  the  Park  by  sports  fishermen. 

Cooperating  Non-Governmental  Agencies;  John  Mann,  working  on  a 
cactus  eradication  program  in  v\ustralia,  was  assisted  in  his  effort  to  find 
disease  insects  of  Cape  Sable  cacti.  The  desired  insects  were  not  found. 

Interpretive  Activities  and  Developments 

Interpretive  Services:  A  total  of  57,797  interpretive  contacts 
were  made  during  the  month.  Of  these  3,800  listened  to  a  talk  or  followed  a 
Naturalist  on  a  hike  or  caravan. 

Visitation  at  Royal  Palm  station  notably  increased.  Several  factors 
produced  this  increase.  The  most  important  was  manning  of  the  entrance 
station.  The  Ranger  on  duty  gives  visitors  information  about  the  Royal  Palm 
area.  The  wildlife  show  became  much  more  attractive  for  visitors  and, 
finally,  the  new  directional  sign  has  assisted  visitors  in  locating  the 
station. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  schedule  of  programs  at  9:^5  a.m., 
1:30  and  4:30  p.m.,  a  number  of  experimental  programs  were  tried  in  order  to 
determine  at  what  period  of  the  day  the  peak  visitation  occurred. 

At  Flamingo,  the  auto-cades  are  run  each  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoon  with  an  average  attendance  of  eight  cars.  One  more  evening  talk 
has  been  added  to  bring  the  total  up  to  three  talks  per  week. 

Four  Boat-a-Cades  were  conducted  by  Park  Rangers.  Nineteen  boats, 
carrying  7^  people,  participated.  Nine  evening  programs  were  presented  with 
376  people  in  attendance.  Sixteen  auto-cades  were  conducted  with  410  people 
participating. 

The  Audubon  Society  has  based  its  sightseeing  boats  in  Bear  Lake 
in  preparation  for  its  winter  bird-watching  tours. 

Interpretive  Facilities  and  Planning:  Work  on  the  duplication, 
classification,  and  numerical  filing  of  the  35  mm.  slides  has  been  completed. 

Research  pertaining  to  the  Pine  Woods  Trail  is  being  conducted, 
and  work  on  the  labels  will  soon  begin. 

The  exhibits  at  Royal  Palm  are  being  made  ready  for  the  winter 

season. 

The  exotic  plants  in  front  of  the  Flamingo  Museum  have  been  re- 
moved and  replaced  by  native  orchids,  airplants,  and  ferns.  This  serves 
as  an  interpretive  area  as  well  as  a  decorative  one.  The  other  planter 
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near  the  museum  is  to  "be  treated  in  a  similar  manner,  using  airplants. 

Research  and  Observations:  The  Field  Research  Biologist  prepared 
a  section  on  reporting  observation  records  for  the  Manual  of  Procedure.  The 
response  to  this  additional  emphasis  has  been  most  gratifying.  A  total  of 
about  140  observations  was  contributed  by  20  members  of  the  Park  force 
during  the  month.  This  represents  a  fivefold  increase  over  previous  months. 
Continued  cooperation  of  this  sort  will  facilitate  improved  protection  and 
interpretation  of  the  Park's  wildlife  resources. 

.Study  plot  layout  on  the  Long  Pine  Key  controlled  burning  project 
was  resumed.  Block  "E",  fronting  on  the  Park  road,  and  containing  1,150 
acres,  is  next  to  be  burned.  Data  is  now  being  gathered  preparatory  to 
burning. 

The  winter  influx  of  migratory  birds  has  begun.  Numerous  wood 
ibis,  white  pelicans,  and  other  species  have  been  observed.  Cuthbert  and 
East  River  Rookeries  are  forming.  Large  flocks  of  coots  are  a  common  sight 
at  West  Lake.  Spoonbill  nesting  activities  were  in  full  swing  on  nest- 
ing keys  in  Florida  Bay.  Approximately  90  nesting  pairs  have  been  observed 
with  the  greatest  concentration  at  Cowpens  Key. 

Crocodiles,  or  fresh  signs  of  same,  were  observed  in  all  areas  of 
Florida  Bay  normally  frequented  by  them. 

The  following  observations  were  of  particular  interest:  Panther 
on  Bear  Lake  Road;  Grey  Fox  at  Pine  Island;  five  otters  near  Coot  Bay  Station; 
two  large  schools  of  Porpoise;  one  manatee;  loggerhead  turtles;  three 
Flamingoes;  Sandhill  Cranes;  Common  Loon;  Cattle  Egrets;  Hooded  Mergansers; 
several  Ospreys  around  Royal  Palm  Pond;  three  wild  Turkeys;  Pectoral  Sand- 
piper; and  a  Robin  east  of  the  Park. 

Research  activities  during  November  were  concentrated  on  the  Long 
Pine  Key  burning  studies.  Six  control  plots  for  statistical  study  for 
sampling  methods  were  laid  out  in  a  pine  block  to  be  burned  this  winter,  and 
a  6 -months  resurvey  of  vegetation  on  study  plots  in  the  block  burned  last 
April  were  begun.  A  talk  on  the  control  burning  program  was  given  at 
Fire  School,  November  5« 

Operations 

Protection  and  Ranger  Service:  Eleven  cases  of  violations  of  Park 
Rules  and  Regulations  were  tried  by  the  U.  S.  Commissioner.  Seven  other 
violators  were  apprehended,  and  their  hearings  are  pending.  Several  warnings 
were  issued  for  minor  infractions  of  Park  Regulations. 

Hunting  season  opened  on  the  15  and  hunting  pressure  in  the  Hole- 
in-  the  -Doughnut  and  along  the  Park  boundaries  has  been  very  heavy.  Hunter 
trespassing  in  the  Park  has  been  unusually  troublesome  this  year,  in  spite 
of  stepped-up  Ranger  vigilance.  The  entrance  station  was  manned  from  l+:00 
a.m.  until  11:00  p.m.  the  first  five  days  of  the  season.  Park  Rangers  in 
the  Tamiami  Subdistrict  worked  a  night  schedule  for  two  weeks.  The  Park 
plane  was  in  the  air  approximately  eight  hours  each  day. 
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Park  Rangers  went  to  the  assistance  of  four  boats  in  trouble  and 
located  a  missing  boat.  Six  night  boat  patrols  vere  made  to  investigate 
reports  of  fish  dynamiting  and  shrimping  in  the  Park.  Several  shrimp,  pora- 
pano,  and  mullet  boats  vere  contacted  near  Park  boundaries. 

Park  Rangers  assisted  in  an  airboat  accident  near  the  boundary  in 
Tamiami  Subdistrict.  One  person  was  killed  and  four  injured. 

Aircraft  Activities:  Thirty-two  flights  were  made,  totaling  9k 
hours  and  covering  ^,hQQ   miles.  Accomplishments  are  summarized  as  follows: 
Mr.  Dunn  flown  over  Park  for  study  of  water  resources  and  drainage  pattern; 
Chief,  EODC  flown  over  Park  for  future  development  plans;  assisted  in 
locating  airboat  accident  and  directing  U.  S.  C  G.  rescue  helicopter  to 
crash  site;  observed  boat  on  Florida  Bay  carrying  Firearms;  several  hunters 
in  Park  observed  from  air  and  reported  to  Park  Rangers  on  the  ground; 
Aquatic  Biologist  given  orientation  flight;  eight  fires  scouted  from  the  air; 
wildlife  observation  and  boat  counts  made  on  all  flights. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileages  for  the  month: 

Automobile  — 12,228 

Boat  - - —  1,1*51 

Airplane 9,400 

Airboat 1,038 

Glades  buggy h__ 

TOTAL  - - 24,121 

Maintenance  Division:  The  road  to  7-Mile  Tower  has  been  graded 
and  brushed  out. 

Installation  of  temporary  sanitary  facilities  at  Long  Pine  Key 
picnic  and  camping  area  is  complete  except  for  backfilling  the  drain  fields. 
These  will  be  back  filled  within  the  next  week. 

Work  of  dragging  and  rolling  the  bank  slopes  along  the  main  park 
road  is  still  continuing.  This  is  necessary  in  order  to  remove  stones  so 
the  slopes  may  be  mowed. 

An  additional  circuit  was  installed  at  one  of  the  trailer  sites 
at  Pine  Island  to  provide  current  for  an  electric  range  in  one  cf  the  trailers 

Concessioners:  General  improvement  of  concessioner  facilities  at 
Flamingo  have  been  noted. 

Concessioner-operated  sightseeing  boats  were  found  to  be  below 
U.  S.  Coast  Guard  standards.  A  Coast  Guard  follow-up  inspection  will  be  held 
December  3. 

The  concessioner  has  installed  a  bar  in  the  Buttonwood  Lounge.  A 
Visitor's  lounge  is  being  prepared  under  the  gift  shop.  Patio  furniture 
has  been  placed  in  the  Visitors  Center  and  motel  patios. 
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A  new  addition  to  the  sightseeing  and  charter  "boat  fleet  is  the 
65-foot  "Hurricane",  a  combined  party  sightseeing  and  fishing  boat. 

The  Flamingo  Marina  "began  24-hour  operation.  Maintenance  work  was 
accelerated  at  the  bar,  visitors  lounge,  and  motel. 

Complaints ;  One  verbal  complaint  has  been  received  regarding 
general  high  prices  at  Flamingo. 

Forest  Fire  Protection:  Several  small  sections  of  Pine  Island 
were  burned  as  practice  fires  for  Fire  Control  Aids. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

Design:  An  informational  plan  of  the  proposed  sluice  gate  for 
Anhinga  Trail  was  received  and  reviewed. 

Construction:  Flamingo:  The  sewage  lagoons  are  complete.  The 
contractor  has  "been  delayed  on  installing  the  valves  but  now  expects  to 
complete  the  entire  job  by  the  15  of  December. 

The  foundation  for  the  500,000-gallon  water  tank  is  complete.  Steel 
erection  is  scheduled  to  start  within  the  next  ten  days. 

Driving  of  the  wood  piles  for  the  utility  boat  basin  is  50  per  cent 
complete.  Some  excavation  remains  to  be  done  but  the  contractor  plans  to 
leave  this  until  part  of  the  bulkheading  is  in  place. 

Repairs  to  the  aluminum  railing  on  the  loggia  of  the  Visitor  Center 
have  been  completed.  The  railing  is  now  securely  anchored. 

Pine  Island:  Decorative  brickwork  on  the  new  residences  nears 
completion.  Interior  finish  has  been  started.  Built-up  roof  installation 
begun  last  week  was  delayed  by  heavy  rains. 

The  wooden  roof  decking  on  both  equipment  storage  sheds  is 
completed. 

Foundation  for  the  50>000-gallon  water  tank  and  the  valve  pit 
are  poured.  Erection  of  the  steelwork  of  the  tank  has  been  completed. 


Warren  F.  Hamilton 
Superintendent 
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Summary  oi"  December  195Q  Monthly  IIarrn.tivc  Report 

i  or 
EVERGLADES  NATIONAL  PARK 


=>2 


V7EATHER: 

TRAVEL: 

SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES: 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

PERSONNEL: 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH: 


Favorable  for  Park  visitors 

Travel  up  39  per  cent  over  1957 

Concessioner  stockholders  meeting 
addressed. 

One  death  of  former  concessioner  manager 
Asst.  Supt.  made  Master  of  Masonic  Lodge 
One  employee  received  incentive  award 

Ranger  returned  from  Yosemite  school 
Various  separations  and  changes 

Safety  Committee  inspections  revealed  no 

hazards 
No  serious  personal  injuries  during  month 


Page 
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BUILDING  FIRE  PROTECTION: Training  fire  school  held.  Old  buildings 

razed.  Fire  extinguishers  recharged. 


COOPERATION: 


INTERPRETIVE  SERVICES: 


Cotton  labor  campsite  inspected.  Aids  to 
navigation  inspected.  Border  patrol  aided 
regarding  a  Cuban  boat 

Regional  Naturalist  Beatty  visited  Park 

re  interpretive  plans 
Recording  observations  begun  on  part 

time  basis. 


INTERPRETIVE  FACILITIES:  Additional  persons  visited  Royal  Palm  as 

a  result  of  entrance  Rangers  aid 

Additional  programs  added  at  Royal  Palm 
and  Flamingo 

Audubon  Society  tours  operated  three  days 
a  weelt. 

RESEARCH  &  OBSERVATIONS:  Work  on  control -burned  block  vegetation 

check.  Preparation  of  control-burn  of 
Block  E  suspended  because  of  poor  weather 
conditions.  180  observations  turned  in 
for  month.  Christmas  bird  count  revealed 
141  species,  approximately  45,000  birds 
Spoonbills  and  glossy  ibis  nesting  and 
some  hatched.  Several  unusual  bird 
observations. 


4. 
4. 
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RESEARCH  &  OBSERVATIONS: 
(CONT'd) 

PROTECTION: 


AIRCRAFT  ACTIVITIES; 


CONCESSIONERS: 


FOREST  FIRE  PROTECTION: 


Pace 
6 


6 
6 

6 
6 

6 

6 


First  annual  tree  snail  project  report 
"being  prepared 

Hunting  pressure  increased  greatly  during 

month . 
Net  fishermen  warned.  One  larceny  case 

reported. 
One  visitor  rushed  to  Homestead  hospital 
Senator  Holland  and  Congressman  Kirwan 
escorted  around  Park.  1  & 

Several  niles  "boundary  posted 
Report  of  huge  deer  kill  near  lahor 

camp  reported  to  State  officials 
Several  violations  of  firearms,  glades 

"buggy  and  speeding  regulations 

Patrols  "both  day  and  night.  Various  items 
accomplished  covering  many  facets  of 
park  protection. 


Sightseeing  boat  "breakdovns  hampered 

facilities  offered  visitors  7 

Houseboat  rental  unit  in  use  as  well  as 

canoes,  both  for  inland  waters  7 

Little  improvement  in  sanitation  standards  7 

Dog  removal  requested  by  Rangers  7 

No  fires  during  month.  7 

Tamiami  Ranger  Station  fire  equipment 

moved  to  Tamiami  Station  7 

Fire  road  between  Long  Pine  Key  tower 

and  campground  was  gated. 
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In  reply  refer  to; 
UHITED  STATES  A2823 

DEPARTMEI7T  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
RATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
EVERGLADES  RATIONAL  PARK 
P.  0.  BOX  275 
HCIGSTEAD,  FLORIDA 

SUPERINTENDENT'S  MONTHLY  NARRATIVE  REPORT 

for 
EVERGLADES  HATIOIIAL  PARK 

December  1958 


General 

Visitation  to  the  Everglades  increased  rapidly  and  the  activities 
of  all  park  operations  stepped  up  proportionately.  At  the  end  of  the  nonth 
the  facilities  of  the  Everglades  Park  Co.,  Inc.  were  all  being  used  fully  "by 
visitors. 

Senator  Speasard  Holland,  Fla.  and  Congressman  Mike  K  rw  .11,  Ohio 
inspected  the  Park  and  spent  some  time  at  Flamingo.  Tiicy  were  "both  pleased 
to  see  the  developments  there  virtually  complete  .yiAle   were  glad  to  have 
Regional  naturalist  Ed  Beatty  renew  his  acquaintance  with  the  area  the  week 
he  was  here  and  his  assistance  in  planning  for  interpretive  facilities  was 
very  "beneficial. 

A  forward  step  i/as  made  in  the  fresh  water  requirements  for  the 
area  at  a  meeting  in  Washington  where  the  situation  was  clarified  considerably 
and  definite  plans  made  to  obtain  more  factual  information  on  existing  con- 
ditions and  the  effect  on  the  ecology  of  the  area.  Also,  steps  are  being 
taken  to  develop  a  coorelation  of  water  resources  with  the  Corps  of  Engineers 
and  the  Central  and  Southern  Flood  Control  District  in  Florida. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  received  from  Eastern  Office,  Division 
of  Design  and  Construction  for  the  shop  and  equipment  storage  buildings  at 
Flamingo  and  the  elevated  trails  and  shelters  at  Mangrove,  Mahogany  Hammock, 
and  Pa-IIa-O-Kee  for  advertizing  these  projects  and  getting  them  constructed  as 
soon  as  possible. 

The  Attorney  General  of  Florida  is  calling  a  meeting  January  8  to 
discuss  plans  for  the  contemporaneous  exchange  of  lands  between  the  State  of 
Florida  and  the  United  States  in  accordance  ^rith  the  new  revised  boundary  of 
the  Park. 

Weather  Conditions:  Mild  temperatures  prevailed  during  December,  and 
general  weather  conditions  were  quite  favorable  for  Park  visitors.  Gentle 
rains  were  well  distributed  over  the  month.  Water  levels  throughout  the 
glades  continued  to  drop  slowly.  The  water  level  gauge  at  Taylor  Slough  read 
2.2p'  at  the  end  of  the  month,  compared  with  2.30'  for  November.  The  reading 
for  December  1957  was  2.18'. 
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Snail  craft  warnings  were  displayed  at  Key  Largo  and  Flamingo  on 


The  follo\ring  is  a  weather  summary  for  the  Park: 


:Max.    Tamp.: 

Av.  Max.: 

Win.  Terap. 

Av.   Kin. : 

Rainfall: 

':     88.0°       | 

78.9°    ; 

42.0° 

:     56.1°     ■ 

3-19"     : 

:     85.0° 

!     77-3°     : 

k6.o° 

;  6i.o° 

1     4.08"     :' 

i     86.0°       : 

79-5°     ' 

U6.o° 

o 
59.0 

2.93"     : 

!     8J+.00 

77.7° 

;  5^.o° 

!     65.0° 

!     8.75"     : 

four  days. 

STATION 
Royal  Palm 
Flamingo 

Tamiami 

Key  Largo 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel:  Visitation  to  the  Park  increased 
sharply  ahout  the  middle  of  the  month,  and  travel  during  the  Christmas 
holiday  period  was  especially  heavy. 

A  total  of  kd, 015  visitors  entered  the  Park  during  December.  Of 
this  number,  4^,199  came  by  car,  1*03  by  bus,  and  3>^13  by  boat.  These 
figures  reflect  an  increase  of  13,1+22  visitors,  or  39$  over  the  month  of 
December,  1957*  Forty-seven  states,  one  U.  S.  territory,  seven  Canadian 
provinces  and  the  following  foreicn  countries  were  represented:  Great 
Britain,  France,  Germany,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Switzerland,  Australia, 
Turkey,  India,  Peru,  Venezuela,  Cuba. 

Total  visitors  for  the  calendar  year  1958  were  1***3,263,  an  increas' 
of  98,5^0,  or  28fj  over  the  calendar  year  of  1957. 

Visitors: 

Sen.  &  Mrs.  Spessard  Holland,  U.  S.  Senator,  Florida 

Michael  J.  Kin/an,  U.  S.  Representative  from  Ohio 

Eugene  Wilhelm,  House  Committee  on  Appropriations,  Washington,  D.C 

M.  E.  Beatty,  Regional  naturalist,  Region  One 

Stanley  Kien,  Botanist,  Fairchild  Gardens,  Miami,  Fla. 

G.  A.  Amaann,  Michigan  Dept.  of  Conservation 

R.  R.  R.Vbinscn,  Jr.,  Equipment  Supvr.,  Yellowstone  IT.  P. 

Mr.  Ss  Mrs.  Georce  B.  Ilartzog,  Asst.  Supt.,  Great  Smoky  Mtns.  IMP. 

Special  Activities:  The  Mangrove  District  Ranger  addressed  an 
Everglades  Park  Co.  stockholders '  meeting.  Several  new  signs  were  produced 
at  the  Pine  Island  fire  cache  by  Fire  Control  Aids.  All  water  gauging 
stations  in  the  Park  were  serviced. 

Miscellaneous:  Mr.  M.  C.  Lund,  first  Manager  of  the  old  Coot  Bay 
concession,  died  in  Homestead  on  December  27.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lund  had  also 
managed  concessions  at  Isle  Royal  N.  P.  and  Blue  Ridge  Parkway  for  national 
Parks  Concessions,  Inc. 

Asst.  Supt.  Fry  was  installed  as  Master  of  the  Royal  Palm  Masonic 
Lodge  of  Homestead.   Ranger  Roy  Evcnson  received  a  $15  award  from  the 
Incentive  Awards  Committee 
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Admini  strat  ion 

Personnel:  Ranker  Paul  A.  Larson  returned  to  duty  at  Flamingo 
after  an  absence  of  four  months  attending  the  NPS  TraininG  School  at  Yoseniite 
national  Pari:. 

Accessions:  GUARDIPEE,  Francis  X.,  Jr.  was  appointed  to  the 
Supervisory  Fire  Control  Aid  position,  GS-U56-5,  "by  TAPER  appointment.  By 
the  sane  action  his  temporary  appointment  NTE  6/30/59  was  terminated. 

LARSON,  Nancy  Lee  II.  was  Given  an  Excepted  Appointment-Career 
Conditional  as  Park  Ranger-Naturalist,  IGS-453-4,  effective  12/24/58*  This 
appointment  is  subject  to  furlouGh  when  her  services  are  no  lonGer  needed  and 
is  limited  to  180  working  days  in  her  service  year. 

Separations:  SNENTZEL,  Lilyan  M.  was  terminated  from  her  temporary 
appointment  Clerk-Typist,  GS-322-3,  effective  12:15  p.m.  12/22/^Q. 

Chanr.es:  BR0V7N,  Robert  Lee  was  converted  to  full  time  from  WAE  as 
Seasonal  Fire  Control  Aid,  GS-^56-4,  effective  12/lh/5Q. 

OEMS,  Fantee  L.  was  reassigned  and  chanced  headquarters  as  Caret  alter 
from  Fort  Jefferson  national  Monument  to  Caretaker  at  Everclades  National 
Park,  effective  12/23/53. 

HOPFENSPIRGER,  Maynard  L.  was  reassicned  and  chanced  headquarters 
as  Caretaker,  Uncraded,  from  Everclades  National  Park  to  Caretaker,  Fort 
Jefferson  National  Monument  effective  12/28/58. 

Safety  and  Health:  The  Park  Safety  Committee  inspected  the  Rojal 
Palm,  Coot  Bay,  and  Flamingo  areas  during  the  month.  No  serious  hazards  were 
noted. 

Six  personal  injury  cases,  none  of  which  was  serious,  were  reported. 
One  of  these  was  an  HPS  employee,  three  concessioner  employees,  and  two  Park 
visitors. 

The  Glades  District  Rancer  demonstrated  and  instructed  eicht 
members  of  the  Protection  Staff  in  the  use  of  the  Park's  Emerson  rcsuscitator, 
This  resuscitator  has  been  used  on  several  occasions  durinc  the  past  year. 

Building  Fire  Protection:  A  structural  fire  training  session  was 
conducted  by  Park  Ranger  personnel  at  Coot  Bay.  All  permanent  personnel  in 
the  Flamingo  area  and  several  from  the  Glades  District  participated.  After 
the  training  session,  the  old  Coot  Bay  concessioner  buildings  were  burned 
to  dispose  of  them. 

Four  2-1/2  gallon  fire  extinguishers  were  recharged  at  Flamingo, 
and  other  extinguishers  were  placed  in  the  Camptender ' s  residence  and  boat 
launching  ramp  shelter. 
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Cooperative  Activities 

Cooperation  uith  Other  Federal,  State  or  Local  Agencies:  USD A 
Supervisor  J.  Levis  Weaver  inspected  the  cotton  lobor  campsite  near  Flamingo 
preparatory  to  beginning  the  annual  wild  cotton  eradication  program. 

Aids  to  navigation  in  the  Mangrove  District  were  checked  by  the 
U.  S.  Coast  Guard. 

Two  officers  of  the  U.  S.  Border  Patrol  were  in  the  Flamingo  area 
to  investigate  a  report  of  a  Cuban  boat  allegedly  in  the  area.  Park  Rangers 
at  Flamingo  assisted  them  in  the  investigation. 

Interpretive  Services 

Interpretive  Facilities:  During  the  visit  of  Regional  Naturalist 
Beatty  early  in  the  month  the  entire  interpretive  plans  for  the  Park  were  re 
viewed  with  him  so  that  he  Might  be  brought  up-to-date  on  current  inter- 
pretive plans. 

The  rather  extensive  job  of  recording  the  accumulation  of  obser- 
vations records  has  begun  on  a  piece-meal  basis.  As  soon  as  room  becomes 
available  the  job  of  mounting  and  cataloging  the  Park  herbarium  will  be 
started.  The  herbarium  work  will  be  accomplished  through  assistance  pro- 
vided by  the  cooperative  Association. 

Because  of  the  cooperation  of  entrance  station  rangers  in  dircctin 
people  to  the  Royal  Palm  area  the  percentage  of  visitors  again  increased 
this  month.  Nearly  twice  that  recorded  during  the  summer  months  was  recorde 
At  least  6o£  of  all  visitors  came  to  Royal  Pain  and  because  of  a  very  good 
wildlife  show  were  very  pleased  with  the  National  Park  experience. 

To  provide  services  for  this  increased  attendance  scheduled  pro- 
grams were  increased  to  five  daily.  Guided  walks  through  Gumbo  Limbo  trail 
were  scheduled  for  LI  and  1:30.  Those  to  Anhinga  were  earlier  and  later — 
9:30  and  4:30.  A  general  tall:  was  given  at  3:00  p.m.  Since  each  of  the 
guided  walks  were  preceeded  by  a  short  talk  was,  in  fact,  one,  with  nine 
separate  events. 

At  Flamingo  the  evening  programs  were  increased  to  six  per  week 
and  the  2:30  Auto  Caravan  became  a  daily  event. 

A  surprisingly  large  number  of  people,  8,884,  cither  listened  to 
an  interpretive  talk  or  accompanied  a  Naturalist  on  cither  a  guided  walk  or 
auto  caravan.  Considering  the  heavy  holiday  travel  this  participation  in 
manned  programs  of  more  than  20^j  demonstrates  clearly  the  demand  for  inter- 
pretation at  Everglades. 

Three  Boat-a-Cades  were  conducted  by  Park  Rangers  at  Flamingo. 
Forty-four  people  in  ten  boats  attended. 

The  Audubon  Society  operated  their  'Gator  Lake  tours  three  days  a 
week  through  the  month. 
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Research  and  Observations:  Uork  during  December  was  devoted  to 
collecting  vegetation  data,  for  the  pine  woods  control  "burning  project.  This 
activity  included  a  recheck  of  study  plots  in  Block  B  ("burned  in  April,  1958) 
end  compilation  of  information  on  the  pre-fire  stand  on  14  one-tenth  acre 
plots  in  Block  E,  which  is  scheduled  for  "burning  as  soon  as  weather  conditions 
permit.  An  effort  will  "be  made  to  hold  six  of  the  Ik   plots  in  Block  E  un- 
turned as  control  plots  for  the  experiment. 

A  research  paper  entitled  "Barred  Owl  Nesting  On  the  Ground"  was 
submitted  to  the  editor  of  The  Auk  for  publication  by  Dr.  W.  B.  Robertson,  Jr. 
Field  Research  Biologist.  Another  short  paper  "western  Tonager  Specimens 
from  Florida,  A  Correction"  was  completed  and  will  be  submitted  to  Florida 
naturalist  by  Dr.  Robertson.  Preparation  of  a  paper  summarizing  bird 
observations  made  in  Virgin  Islands  national  Park  in  February  and  March, 
1957>  was  begun  by  Dr.  Robertson. 

The  1950  Christmas  Bird  Count  on  December  21  recorded  about  ^5,000 
birds  of  l4l  species.  Participants  included  representatives  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Miami,  National  Audubon  Society,  Florida  Game  and  Fresh  Uater  Fish 
Commission  and  the  local  Audubon  Societies  of  Broward,  Monroe  and  Dade 
Counties.  Birds  of  particular  interest  identified  on  the  count  included: 
Cattle  Egret,  Glossy  Ibis,  Flamingo,  Mallard,  Bufflehead,  White -Crowned 
Pigeon,  White-winged  Dove,  Western  Kingbird,  Barn  Swallow,  and  Rough-winged 
Swal  low. 

During  the  month  approximately  l80  observations  were  sent  in  by 
25  individuals.  Those  of  note  are  listed  below:  Manatee,  Porpoise  schools, 
otters,  deer,  the  elusive  "mangrove  cat",  "black  panther,  or  what-have-you 
that  inhabits  Coot  Bay  section  made  four  appearances.  One  appearance  was 
reported  by  a  Park  visitor.  Roseate  Spoonbill  nesting  proceeded  without 
incident  in  Florida  Bay.  Spoonbills  hatched  around  the  middle  of  the  month 
and  a  constant  twittering  of  the  young  can  be  heard  from  the  nesting  keys. 
It  appears  now  that  the  early  estimate  of  $0   nesting  pairs  of  "pinks"  was 
low.  Flamingoes  off  Christian  Point.  Cattle  Egrct3  and  Glossy  Ibis  at  7- 
Mile  Lookout.  Pairs  of  Sandhill  Cranes  continued  to  be  seen  at  various 
places  along  the  road  near  the  west  end  of  Long  Pine  Key.  Wild  Turkey  ob- 
servations on  Long  Pine  Key  included  the  welcome  report  of  a  Group  of  six 
birds.  Other  bird  observations  of  note  were:  Bonaparte's  Gull,  Forstcr's 
Tern,  Great  Blue  Heron  nesting  in  glades  east  of  7-Mile  Lookout;  Cowbird 
at  Flamingo,  the  first  satisfactory  record  for  the  Park. 

Alligators  remained  unusually  numerous  near  the  coast  in  the  Cape 
Sable  area,  perhaps  due  to  high  fresh  water  levels  and  continuing  rains. 
Two  additions  to  the  relatively  few  Park  records  of  the  Coral  Snake  were: 
one  found  dead  in  the  Long  Pine  Key  section  of  the  new  Park  road  and  one 
collected  on  the  Pine  Island  Road.  Unusually  heavy  runs  of  Mullet  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  off  Highland  Bench  were  reported  during  the  first  week  of 
December. 

An  estimated  1,000  birds  were  observed  in  each  of  the  two  main 
rookeries,  Cuthbert  Lake  and  East  River.  Most  of  the  birds  \iere   Wood  Ibis 
and  they  were  actively  building  nests. 
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Prc-bura  data  were  obtained  for  Block  E,  Lone  Pine  Key  experimental 
controlled  burn  project.  Plans  to  "bum  this  1,150  acre  block  the  end  of  the 
month  were  postponed  because  of  high  winds. 

The  first  annual  progress  report  on  the  Park  Tree  Snail  project 
has  been  propared  and  is  ready  for  submission 

Operations 

Protection  and  Pander  Service;  Hunting  pressure,  both  in  the  Ilole- 
in-thc-Doughnut  and  Loop  Road  area,  increased  Greatly  during  December.  The 
Park  Aircraft  is  helpful  in  keeping  tabs  on  hunting  activities  along  the 
Park  boundary,  but  we  are  still  in  need  of  a  fast  glades  vehicle  for  ground 
work.  * 

Three  warning  notices  of  violation  were  issued  to  net  fishermen  in 
Lake  Ingraham.  One  case  of  larceny  (of  plumber's  equipment)  was  reported  by 
Cothron  Construction  Company. 

A  Park  visitor  at  Flamingo  was  rushed  to  the  Homestead  hospital  by 
Park  Rangers  when  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  shortage  of  breath. 

Senator  Holland  and  Congressman  Kirwan  were  escorted  about  the 
Flamingo  area  by  Park  Service  vehicle  and  boat. 

Four  miles  of  Park  boundary  was  posted  in  the  Royal  Palm  subdistrirr. 

Vandals  have  again  taken  a  heavy  toll  of  signs  in  the  Royal  Palm 
area  and  along  the  Park  road.  Three  signs  were  stolen  and  four  others  were 
dented  or  pierced  by  bullets. 

Reports  that  a  Mexican  farm  laborer  killed  15  deer  near  Iori's 
camp  \rerc  received.  This  information  was  turned  over  to  the  local  State 
Wildlife  officer  for  investigation  by  him. 

Violations  of  national  Park  Service  rules  and  regulations  tried 
by  the  U.  S.  Commissioner,  and  their  dispositions,  were  as  folloirs: 

Possession  of  Firearms,  2  cases.  Each  fined  $100.,  suspended. 
Firearms  confiscated. 

Possession  of  Firearms,  h   cases.  Each  fined  $100. 

Operation  of  Glades  buggy  in  Park,  One  case.  Fined  $100.  suspended 

Speeding,  2  cases.  Each  fined  $10. 

Aircraft  Activities :  Twenty-seven  flights  were  made  during  the 
month,  totaling  79^  hours  and  covering  7,950  miles.  Four  hours  of  this  were 
night  air  patrols.  Accomplishments  are  summarized  as  follows:  Located 
fishermen  reported  lost  or  overdue,  and  made  airdrop  of  fuel  for  his  boat 
(he  had  run  out  of  gas),  and  he  was  then  able  to  proceed  to  port  at  Key 
Largo,  thus  negating  the  need  for  a  Park  Ranger  to  moke  a  long  boat  trip 
to  render  aid;  assisted  in  Christmas  bird  count;  investigated  and  scouted 
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fire  which  could  possibly  have  threatened  the  Park;  checked  on  hunting, 
glades  buggy  and  airhoat  trespass  (several  instances);  checked  and  reported 
violations  of  salt  water  fishing  regulations;  routine  air  patrols  and  fish- 
erman counts.  A  100  hour  check  was  made  on  the  aircraft  on  December  2. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  patrol  mileages  for  the  month: 

Automobile - 16,329 

Boat  - 1,U88 

Airplane - - - 7,950 

Airboat 565 

Glades  buggy  — —— — 8 

TOTAL 26,3^0 

Concessioners;  Boat  engine  failures  hampered  sightseeing 
operations  at  a  critical  time,  when  sightseeing  traffic  was  heaviest.  Be- 
cause of  inoperative  boats  and  waiting  customers,  the  concessioner  yielded 
to  the  temptation  to  overload  his  boats,  and  was  warned  by  Park  Rangers  for 
so  doing. 

The  drift  boat  "Hurricane"  was  replaced  by  a  smaller  boat, 
"Juniper" 

A  30'  rental  houseboat  and  two  canoes  have  been  put  into  operatio.. 
at  Flamingo.  The  canoes  are  for  inland  use  only  in  Bear  Lake  canal,  Gator 
Lake,  Fox  Lakes,  etc.  Three  more  rental  houseboats will  soon  be  added  to 
the  concessioners  fleet  of  rental  craft. 

Continued  weekly  sanitary  and  safety  inspections  of  concessioner 
installations  at  Flamingo  have  revealed  little  improvement  in  past  sub- 
standard conditions. 

The  concessioner  was  requested  to  have  his  employees  get  rid 
of  any  dogs  they  were  keeping  in  the  Park  in  accordance  with  Park  Service 
regulations. 

Forest  Fire  Protection;  No  fires  were  reported  during  the  month. 

Tamiami  fire  equipment  was  moved  from  Pine  Island  to  Tamiami 
Ranger  Station  on  the  first  of  the  month.  The  equipment  consists  of  the 
self-propelled  buggy  pumper  unit,  one  pumper,  and  the  1-1/2  ton  ramp 
truck. 

The  Bean  Ranger  pumper  was  repaired. 

The  fire  road  between  the  Long  Pine  Key  tower  and  the  campground 
was  gated. 
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DESIGN  AND  CONSTRUCTION 

IGN:  Final  working  drawings  for  the  Equipment  Storage  and  Shop 
Buildings  at  Flamingo  have  been  received  and  invitations  for  bids  will 
be  sent  out  in  the  near  future. 

A  revised  preliminary  floor  plan  for  the  Parachute  Key  Visitors 
Center  was  received  and  is  being  reviewed  by  the  Staff. 

CONSTRUCTION:  Flamingo;  Final  inspection  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  System 
was  made  on  December  23,  19$Q,   and  the  project  accepted. 

Concrete  piling  and  pre-cast  panels  have  beon  installed  on  one  side 
of  the  Utility  Boat  Basin.  By  using  two  large  capacity  pumps  the  contrac- 
tor has  been  able  to  do  most  of  the  work  in  the  dry. 

All  steel  work  on  the  ^00,000  gallon  water  tank  is  complex-ed.  Founda- 
tion for  the  pump  house  has  been  poured  and  the  valve  pit  is  complete. 

Long  Pine  Key;  Temporary  sanitary  facilities  and  water 
supply  for  the  Camping  and  Picnic  Area  are  installed  and  completed. 

Pine  Island;  Steel  roof  beams  on  the  warehouse  have  been 
installed. 

The  concrete  floors  in  the  equipment  storage  buildings  are 
being  poured.  It  is  expected  that  the  two  equipment  buildings  will  be  com- 
pleted im  the  early  part  of  next  month. 

Lathing  is  complete  in  four  of  the  five  residences,  roofs 
are  complete  on  all  residences  and  seasonal  quarters  and  windows  have  been 
installed  in  three  residences. 

The  new  road  through  the  residential  area  is  still  under 
Stop  Order  but  it  is  expected  that  work  will  be  resumed  about  the  middle 
of  next  month. 


warren  F.  Hamilton 


Superintendent 
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